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GENEKAL  VIEW  OF  SQUAB   BREEDING  RANCH   OF  DR.  J.  G.   ROBINSON,   PEMBROKE,  MASS. 


SQUAB  BREEDING. 

Considered    as  a  Separate    Industry,  and    as  an 
Adjunct  to  Poultry  Keeping — With  a  Few  Prefa- 
tory Remarks  Concerning  Booms. 


,0R  some  mouths  readers 
of  Farm-Poultry  have 
been  writing  me  asking 
for  information  about  the 
breeding  of  pigeons  for 
squabs,  more  particularly 
for  an  opinion  as  to 
whether  its  business  possibilities  were  as  rep- 
resented in  a  recent  work  on  the  subject. 

To  these  inquiries  I  have  replied  that  I  could 
say  nothing  about  the  subject  until  after 
investigation  of  it,  except  that  it  hud  for  some 
time  seemed  apparent  to  me  that  a  man  dis- 
posed to  "boom"'  something  in  the  poultry  or 
I)et  stock  line  would  find  squab  breeding  the 
best  line  to  push. 

As  everyone  who  has  occasion  to  study  the 
ways  and  means  of  the  development  of  poul- 
ti  y  and  kindred  lines  has  observed, the  growth 
of  each  separate  line  proceeds  sometimes 
slowly  and  without  attracting  notice,  and 
;i;,'ain  with  a  rush  and  an  impetus  that  attracts 
general  attention  and  draws  large  numbers  to 
give  aid  to  the  movement.  These  periods  of 
ra|.id  growth — these  "booms''  are  commonly 
snp|)Osed  to  be  the  result  of  persistent  push- 
ing and  advertising — advertising  that  is  often 
aeconipanied  by  exaggerations  which  amount 
to  deception.  To  a  certain  extent  this  is  a 
correct  view.  It  takes  effective  advertising  in 
some  way  to  make  a  boom — such  advertising 
i>  one  of  the  factors  in  it,  and  a  carefully  con- 
sidered, judicious  and  severely  truthful  esti- 
mate of  a  breed,  of  an  idea,  or  of  a  line  of 
business  is  not  apt  to  contrilnite  much  enthu- 
siasm to  any  kind  of  a  movement  either  in 
poultry  or  politico. 

But  with  all  this  the  principal  factor  in  the 
making  of  booms  is  always  a  public  that  wants 
to  be  enthused,  persuaded  and  urged  on  to  do 
things  better  or  greater  than  is  usual.  This 
enthusiastic  element  seems  to  be  at  the  same 
time  unable  to  get  along  for  any  considerable 
period  without  a  boom,  or  to  support  qiauy 
booms  contemporaneously.  So  we  find  it 
quite  the  general  rule  that  when  one  kind  of 
stock,  or  one  breed  or  variety  of  fowls,  or  a 
particular  method  is  attracting  much  atten- 
tion it  is  a  little  difficult  to  interest  people  in 
others,  and  then  find  that  when  anything  has 
had  its  run,  when  its  boom  is  over,  those  who 
keep  up  the  enthusiasm  surely  gravitate 
toward  something  else  and  make  a  boom  for 
that  possible. 


In  poultry  proper  we  have  had  no  real 
boom  for  some  years.  The  boom  for  the  buft" 
varieties  was  the  last,  the  Rhode  Island  Red 
boom  being  but  a  sort  of  aftermath  of  this, 
and  while  quite  intense  up  and  down  the  New 
England  coast,  never  making  so  general  an 
impression  as  some  of  the  earlier  ones. 

After  the  movement  called  by  some  the 
"  bu ft" craze,"'  progress  in  the  poultry  world 
seemed  to  settle  down  to  a  normal  all  around 
development  with  many  of  the  breeds  of 
sterling  merit  much  neglected  during  the 
prevalence  of  booms  receiving  their  share  of 
attention.  A  little  later  it  became  evident 
that  the  boom  spirit  was  going  to  find  vent  in 
a  side  line.  The  Belgian  hare  craze  came 
quick  and  went'quicker,  and  after  that  those 
who  ask  "  What  next?"' 
were  for  a  time  all  at 
sea,  for  there  did  not 
seem  to  be  anything  in 
the  poultry  line  ready 
for  a  boom. 

However  it  was  not 
long  before  it  began  to 
appear  that  the  next 
boom,  or  the  nearest 
approach  to  one,  was 
to  be  in  another  side 
line— in  pigeons,  specif- 
ically in  the  breeding 
of  squabs  for  market. 
In  fact  this  movement 
is  already  well  under 
way.  Just  why  It 
should  have  been 
squabs  rather  .than 
anything  else,  who  can 
say?  Those  who  are 
in  a  position  to  profit 

by  the  boom  would  probably  call  it  a  case 
of  the  pul>lic  awakening  to  the  possibili- 
ties of  profit  in  squab  production,  and  that 
this  was  largely  the  result  of  their  exploitation 
of  the  matter.  But  even  admitting  that  there 
is  something  in  that  it  is  only  a  partial  expla- 
nation. The  fuct  is  that  there  is  and  probably 
always  wiil  be  some  difficulty  in  understand- 
ing why  the  public  at  any  particular  time 
takes  up  one  thing  and  neglects  another 
equally  suitable  for  exploitation.  Doubtless, 
though,  in  the  long  run  every  good  thing  and 
a  few  others — has  an  innings  in  public  favor. 
Unlike  the  Belgian  hare  boom,  in  several 


very  important  particulars,  the  present  inter- 
est in  squabs  seems  unlikely  either  to  create 
anything  like  the  excitement  which  centered 
about  the  rufus  red  rabbit,  or  to  leave  in  its 
wake  such  a  number  of  cash  deficits  not 
balanced  by  any  useful  experience. 

The  market  for  the  commercial  products  of 
the  breeders  of  Belgian  hares  was  all  in  the 
future.  The  present  trade  was  mostly  a  fancy 
trade  with  prices  surpassing  the  ridiculous  in 
extravagance.  The  squab  breeding  interest 
is  not  a  new  thing,  but  simply  an  unusual 
extension — a  period  of  rapid  growth — of  an 
already  established  industry.  The  squab  has 
long  been  iu  the  market,  regularly  handled  by 
dealers  in  poultry  and  game,  and  there  is  an 
established  and  increasing  demand  for  it. 

On  the  practical  side  of  squab  breeding 
there  is  a  solid  foundation  which  hare  breed- 
ing had  not  (though  even  in  that  intense 
boom  the  foundation  for  a  commercial  demand 
may  have  been  laid).  On  the  fancy  side  there 
is  also  a  well  established  interest  both  in  the 
"show  Homer"  and  in  what  is  known  as  the 
"flying  fancy,"'  the  Flying  Homer  being  the 
bird  found  most  suitable  for  squab  breeding. 


ducers,  to  ascertain  the  best  methods  of  hand- 
ling and  feeding,  and  to  arouse  public  interest 
in  his  work  and  its  results.  It  was  to  see 
what  this  breeder  had  done  and  was  doing, 
and  to  get  his  ideas  of  the  business  that  I 
visited 

Dr.  J.  Q.  Robinson's  Squab-Breeding 

Ranch 

at  Pembroke,  Mass. 

It  was  raining  heavily  when  I  left  Boston, 
on  the  morning  of  July  10;  but  as  the  rain 
had  beguu  "before  seven,"  I  relied  upon  its 
clearing  "before  eleven,"  and  though  the  ride 
from  South  Hanover  to  Pembroke  was  through 
the  rain,  the  old  saying  held  good,  and  except 
that  it  was  a  little  wet  underfoot  until  noon, 
the  weather  during  the  hours  passed  there 
was  fine. 

,  By  appointment  Dr.  Robinson  met  me  at 
the  South  Hanover  depot.  Not  unnaturally 
after  the  first  greetings  and  au  exchange  of 
observations  on  the  weather,  the  close  simi- 
larity of  names,  he  being  John  G.  and  I  John 
H.,  called  for  some  comment,  and  suggested 
as  much  comparison  of  genealogies  as  would 
bring  out  the  fact  that  any  possible  family 
connection  was  so  far  back  as  to  be  a  matter 
of  pure  conjecture.  After  that  we  talked 
pigeons  and  poultry  quite  to  the  exclusion  of 
all  other  topics  for  the  rest  of  the  day. 

The  farm  upon  which  the  pigeon  plant  is 
now  established  was  purchased  by  Dr.  Robin- 
sou  for  a  poultry  farm,  and  equipped  and 
conducted  -  as  such  for  a  number  of  years. 
The  interest  in  pigeons  began  with  a  few  very 
ordinary  pigeons  presented  to  Mrs.  Robinson. 
Interest  in  these  led  to  the  purchase  of  others. 
A  small  old  poultry  house  was  fitted  up  for 
pigeons  and  located  so  that  the  pigeons  were 
in  plain  sight  from  the  doctor's  study  window. 
,  The  possibilities  of  squab  breeding  having 
come  under  consideration,  both  Dr.  and  Jlrs. 
Robinson  engaged  in  an  experimental  investi- 
gation of  the  subject,  with  the  result  that  they 
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These  conditions  eliminate  from  the  calcula- 
tions of  the  would  be  squab  grower  any 
inducement  of  big  prices  from  fanciers,  and 
also  most  of  the  probability  of  not  being  able 
to  sell  his  marketable  products.  The  fancy 
possibilities  of  the  Homing  pigeon  have  been 
pretty  well  exploited,  and  it  would  probably 
be  no  easy  matter  to  work  up  a  respectable 
boom  on  a  fancy  basis.  Its  market  possibil- 
ities, while  not  so  well  worked  out,  have  not 
been  neglected.  The  present  boom,  if  such  it 
may  be  called,  may  be  said  to  1:  ive  followed 
the  systematic  effort  of  one  breeder  to  develop 
a  line  of  stock  that  would  be  superior  pro- 


soon  became  experts  in  squab  breeding,  and 
as  the  stock  of  pigeons  increased  the  stock  of 
poultry  was  cut  down  until  at  present  only  a 
few  pens  of  fowls  are  kept,  most  of  the  poul- 
try buildings  not  remodeled  for  pigeons,  i;ow 
standing  idle. 

No  one  need  conclude  from  this  that  pigeon 
culture  is  more  profitable  than  poultry  keep- 
ing. Some  might  find  it  so,  as  Dr.  E.  bus,  and 
might,  as  he  does,  like  it  better.  He  wili  tell 
you  of  some  such,  and  also  of  some  who  fail 
with  pigeons,  yet  afterwards  succeed  with 
poultry.  His  poultry  plant  would  roi:  be 
neglected  if  he  could  find  a  man  who  would 
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EXTEKIOIl   VIEW   OF  DR. 

take  it  and  run  it  for  a  share  ot  the  profits. 
In  kope  of  soon  getting  hokl  of  such  a  man  he 
has  put  off  changing  some  of  the  poultry 
buiklings  for  pigeons,  preferring  to  build  the 
pigeon  bouses  entirely  new,  for  while  an  old 
poultry  house  can  be  remodeled  to  make  a 
very  satisfactory  pigeon  house,  he  cannot  well 
make  his  over  just  as  be  would  like  to  have 
them,  and  l)esides  there  is  much  land  and  a. 
good  deal  oi  valuable  equipment,  such  as 
inculiators,  brooder  houses,  etc.,  which  cannot 
be  converted  for  pigeons,  and  must  either  be 
used  or  in  time  Ijecome  a  dead  loss. 

In  the  detached  poultry  houses  which  have 
been  remodeled  for  squab  breeding,  the  nests 
in  banks  or  tiers  extending  from  the  floor  to 
the  roof  and  the  length  of  the  side  if  necessary 
are  built  up  on  the  north  side,  and,  if  needed, 
some  nests  may  be  placed  on  the  ends.  Space 
on  the  ends  and  front  must  be  left  for  roosts. 

Two  nest  boxes  are  provided  for  each  pair 
of  pigeons.  That  is,  the  boxes  are  built  in 
pairs,  a  pair  for  each  pair  of  bircjs.  This  is 
necessary  because  the  female  frequently  lays 
before  the  squabs  are  ready  to  leave  the  nest, 
and  in  such  case,  with  the  second  nest  box 
l)eside  the  first,  she  lays  in  it,  leaving  the  care 
of  the  squabs  thenceforth  mostly  to  the  male. 
The  l)oxes  are  built  up  like  shelving,  each  box 
in  the  house  measured  being  twelve  inches 
deep,  twelve  inches  wide,  and  eleven  inches 
high — these  i)eing  inside  measurements.  The 
separation  of  the  boxes  into  pairs  is  secured 
by  making  every  other  upright  partition  pro- 
ject three  inches. 

In  these  boxes  are  placed  nappies,  (glazed 
earthenware  pans),  in  which  the  pigeons 
make  their  nests.  When  pigeons  quarrel  for 
possession  of  a  nest,  the  nappy  may  be  pushed 
out,  as  there  is  no  strip  on  the  edge  of  the 
shelf  to  retain  it.  Such  a  strip  is  used  in 
some  pigeon  bouses,  but  is  discarded  here 
because  it  makes  the  nest  boxes  too  hard  to 
keep  clean.  It  is  thought  better  to  leave  the 
strip  oft',  and  to  guard  against  breakage  of 
nappies  pushed  from  the  nest  box  by  having 
an  inch  or  two  of  sawdust  on  the  floor. 

The  perches  for  the  pigeons  are  like  an 
inverted  V,  (thus  j^)  each  leg  of  which  is 
seven  inches  long  outside  measurement,  inside 
six  inches,  and  are  made  by  nailing  a  piece  of 
six  inch  slutf,  seven  inches  long,  to  a  piece  six 
inches  long.  These  are  placed  against  the 
wall  in  perpendicular  rows,  the  distance 
l)etween  the  perches  varying,  though  they  may 
ije  as  close  as  nine  inches  from  peak  to  peak. 
Sometimes  the  perches  are  nailed  directly  to 
the  wall,  (in  some  places  nails  were  driven 
through  from  the  other  side  of  the  partition), 
but  oftener  they  are  nailed  to  a  strip  of  board, 
and  this  nailed  up  where  wanted.  The  rows 
may  be  quite  close  together,  four  inches 
between  the  lower  edges  of  the  perches  being 
sufficient.  Each  roost  is  for  a  single  bird. 
As  only  one  member  of  each  pair  is  likely  to 
use  the  perch  at  the  same  time,  the  other 
being  on  the  nest,  the  usual  provision  of 
perches  is  for  as  many  birds  as  there  are  pairs. 

In  the  long  lioii^e  with  many  pens  and  a 
passage  in  the  rear,  the  nest  boxes  form  the 
most  of  wall  between  the  pen  and  the  passage. 


KOBINSOX'S   LOXG   SQUAB    BREEDING   HOUSE,  WITH   FLYING  PENS. 


and  beneath  them  the  space  is  arranged  for 
feeding  from  the  walk.  In  the  construction 
of  the  nest  boxes,  half  of  the  back  of  each 
was  hinged,  thus  making  provision  for  exam- 
ination of  the  nest  from  the  walk.  As  the 
cleaning  has  to  be  done  from  inside  the  pen, 
and  as^n  examination  from  the  walk  necessi- 
tated opening  many  little  doors  or  covers, 
while  a  glance  around  from  the  interior  of  the 
pen  would  more  quickly  detect  anything 
wrong,  this  arrangement  seemed  to  me  of 
somewhat  doubtful  advantage,  so  that  I  was 
not  at  all  surprised  when  we  reached  the  end 
of  the  bouse  where  were  some  pens  last  fitted 
up,  to  find  that  the  regular  construction  had 
been  stopped  just  short  of  cutting  into  appro- 
priate lengths,  and  hinging  the  upper  half  of 
the  back  of  each  pair  of  nest  boxes.  These 
boards  had  been  merely  tacked  in  pKace,  that 
if  it  should  afterwards  be  decided  to  put  on 
hinges  it  might  easily  be  done,  but  Dr.  Robin- 
son said  he  thought  it  not  likely  that  this 
would  be  done,  as  they  had  not  found  the 
nest  boxes  inconvenient  that  way. 

A  board  floor,  elevated  a  foot  or  more  from 
the  ground,  to  secure  dryness  and  protection 
from  I'ats  is  regarded  as  essential  in  a  pigeon 
house.  Another  feature,  different  from  any- 
thing in  poultry  house  construction,  is  the  use 
of  the  southern  exposure  of  the  roof  of  the 
house  as  a  sunning  place  for  pigeons.  The 
two  sides  of  the  roof  do  not  come  together  at 
the  peak,  but  the  short  pitch  at  the  north  side 
is  a  couple  of  feet  higher  than  the  south  side, 
the  break  Itetween  the  two  being  slightly 
inclined  and  shingled  or  papered  as  may  be ; 
thus  is  formed  on  the  south  roof  a  space 
sheltered  from  cold  winds.  The  wire  top  and 
sides  of  the  flying  pen  are  extended  to  include 
this  space.  In  remodeling  an  old  house  of 
such  construction  that  this  arrangement  on 
the  roof  is  not  practicable,  this  requirement  of 
the  pigeons  may  be  provided  for  by  building  a 
small  awningon  thefront,  as  in  the  illustration. 


The  flying  pens  for  the  pens  in  the  long 
house  are  as  wide  as  the  interior  pens,  as  high 
as  the  house,  and  about  twenty  feet  long,  fully 
enclosed  with  two  inch  mesh  wire  netting. 
Each  yard  contains  a  self  feeding  arrangement 
as  shown  in  the  illustration  on  this  page,  a 
bath  and  drinking  tub,  and  several  poles  for 
daytime  roosting. 

Xot  long  ago  a  gentleman  who  hiid  become 
interested  in  pigeons  and  wanted  to  build  for 
a  large  stock  of  them,  but  found  his  available 
ground  not  adapted  to  a  long  continuous 
house,  came  to  Dr.  Robinson  for  advice  as  to 
how  to  build.  After  thinking  the  matter 
over  for  awhile  the  Dr.  suggested  houses  on 
four  sides  of  a  court,  with  the  court  used  in 
common  for  all  the  pigeons.  The  idea  was 
adopted,  is  said  to  have  been  satisfactory,  and 
will  be  fully  described  and  explained  in  a 
chapter  of  a  new  book  on  pigeons  on  which 
Dr.  R.  is  now  engaged. 
The  Producing  Capacity  of  Pigeons. 

Nearly  all  of  my  correspondents  asking  for 
information  about  pigeons,  referred  to  a  com- 
putation, "How  Pigeons  Multiply,"  in  Mr. 
Rice's  book,  "  Rol)inson  Method  of  Breeding 
Squabs,"  and  asked  if  that  could  be  taken  as  a 
fair  estimate  of  the  rate  of  increase.  From 
what  I  was  able  to  learn,  I  would  say  that 
while  it  is  perhaps  not  utterly  impossible  that 
such  an  estimate  might  be  realized  in  practice, 
it  has  not  been  to  date,  and  such  results  would 
be  phenomenal. 

As  I  have  had  occasion  to  say  several  times 
in  writing  of  extravagant  estimates,  it  is  a 
mistake  in  any  case  to  use  the  extreme  and 
iraproliable  as  illustrating  what  may  he  done. 
Working  estimates  should  be  Ijased  always  on 
what  is  usual  and  probable,  rather  than  on 
what  is  not  impossible.  In  this  case  the  usual 
results  from  carefully  bred  and  selected  birds 
would  seem  to  be  good  enough. 

Here  are  some  figures  taken  from  one  of 
Dr.  Roldnson's  record  books: — 
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The  above  figures  were  t.aken  at  random, 
and  all  but  the  two  last  are  below  the  average 
of  production  for  the  69  pairs  in  the  pen  for  a 
twelvemonth,  as  I  ascertained  when,  after 
having  made  memoranda  as  given  above,  I 
went  through  the  book  and  jotted  down  the 
number  of  each  pair  in  the  pen,  and  opposite 
this  the  number  of  times  they  bred  within 
twelve  months.  The  average  for  the  entire 
pen  was  7.6,  the  highest  number  being  10,  and 
the  lowest  5.  Two  pair  bred  10  times:  seven- 
teen pair,  9  times;  nineteen  pair,  8  times; 
twenty  pair,  7  times;  seven  pair,  6  times;  and 
four  pair,  5  times.  This  was  in  a  house  of 
specially  selected  breeders,  in  which  pairs  not 
promising  good  productiveness  were  not 
allowed  to  remain.  It  should  be  said  also  that 
the  figures  do  not  represent  a  full  year  for 
every  pair,  the  pairs  used  to  replace  unpromis- 
ing birds  being  in  only  a  part  of  the  year. 
Dr.  Robinson's  estimate  of  average  productioB 
of  the  general  run  of  unselected  stock  is  five 
pairs  of  squabs  per  year.  He  thought  his  pei) 
B  would  average  higher  than  pen  C,  but  I  did 
not  have  time  to  go  through  the  records  for 
that  ■pen.  Pen  C's  average,  however,  without 
realizing  the  estimate  in  Mr.  Rice's  book,  i» 
good. 

As  to  the  profit  in  pigeons,  considered  either 
separately  or  in  comparison  with  profits  in 
poultry,  I  shall  say  little,  as  I  have  asked  Mr. 
W.  D.  Rudd  to  say  something  on  that  siileof  the 
question  from  the  point  of  view  of  the  market- 
man  in  daily  contact  with  produv'ers  and  the 
trade. 

The  breeding  and  social  habits  of  pigeons 
are  interesting.  It  excites  a  mild  sort  of 
wonder  in  the  mind  of  a  |)Oullryman  accus- 
tomed to  handling  polygamous  stock,  or  to 
see  those  more  nearly  monogamous,  as  geese 
are,  disposed  to  separate  into  families,  each 
appropriating  a  part  of  the  range  in  the  breed- 
ing season,  to  see  a  hundred  or  more  pairs  of 
pigeons  occupying  one  small  pen  and  yard, 
with  very  little  interference  with  one  another's 
rights,  and  hardly  ever  a  serious  quarrel.  In 
peaceableness  ducks  are  more  like  them  than 
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any  other  poultry,  though  in  the  case  of  ducks 
it  seems  to  he  more  of  the  peiice;il)leiiess  of  a 
contented  stupidity. 

When  a  ])air  of  pigeons  has  mated,  the  male 
begins  to  "drive"'  the  female,  giving  her 
little  peace  until  she  has  made  a  nest  and 
deposited  her  egg.  The  nests  are  u.sually 
made  in  the  places  provided  for  them,  but  iu 
nearly  every  pen  there  were  some  nests  on  the 
floor,  and  in  some  there  were  a  good  many  of 
them.  The  corners  seemed  to  be  preferred. 
Any  place  along  the  wall  was  next  choice.  A 
few  nests  (?)  were  right  out  near  the  middle 


trade  in  breeding  stock,  as  to  both  of  tliem  the 
liusiness  on  its  original  lines  was  more  con- 
genial than  now,  and  she  thinks  that  the 
market  production  was  on  the  whole  more 
profitable,  even  though  the  volume  of  business 
done  was  very  much  less. 

It  iseaj>y  to  see  how  pigeon  culture  —  sqnal) 
breeding  —  might  suit  many  people  better 
than  poultry  keeping,  especially  if  they  are  as 
they  seem  to  lie,  and  are  said  to  be,  so  well 
adapted  to  confinement  in  close  quarters. 
Besides  this  they  do  not  require  the  close  and 
constant  care  which  must  be  given  fowls  in 
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of  the  floor.  One  pair  hail  appropriated  the 
box  of  oyster  shells,  and  bad  iu  it  a  pair  of 
squabs  half  grown. 

Two,  is  the  numlier  of  eggs  usually  laid, 
there  being  one  day  interval  between  the 
first  and  second  egg.  Though  I  saw  several 
nests  containing  three  squabs,  and  one  pair 
of  nests  with  three  squabs  rather  more  than 
half  grown  In  one  nest,  and  three  egi;s  in  the 
other.  The  parent  birds  "take  turns"  in 
lirooding  the  eggs  and  young,  and  both  do  a 
part  of  the  feeding.  The  period  of  incul)ation 
is  seventeen  days. 

For  the  first  ten  days  or  so  the  food  of  the 
young  squabs  is  pigeon's  milk  secreted  in  the 
crops  of  the  old  birds  and  taken  by  the  young 
from  their  open  bills.  After  that  the  old 
birds  feed  the  young  grain  and  water,  carry- 
ing both  to  them  in  their  mouths. 

For  rapidity  of  growth  squabs  beat  anything 
in  the  poultry  line,  often  being  heavier  than 
the  parent  birds  when  four  weeks  old.  A 
part  of  this  weight  is  soft  fat  which  quickly 
disappears  when  the  birds  leave  the  nests. 

The  old  birds  are  fed  mostly  oh  hard  grain, 
red  wheat,  and  cracked  corn —  two  parts  corn 
to  one  of  wheat  in  winter,  and  one  part  corn 
,to  two  of  wheat  in  summer.  Kaffir  corn, 
Canada  peas,  etc.,  are  given  occasionally  by 
way  of  a  relish.  Liberal,  free  feeding  is  the 
rule,  the  approved  practice  lieiiig  to  put  a 
quantity  of  the  mixture  of  gr;iin  used  in  the 
self  feeder.  A  box  or  dish  of  oyster  shell 
and  one  of  coarse  salt  is  provided  for  each 
pen,  and  unless  the  Hoor  of  the  yard  is 
graveled  and  aflbrds  a  suitable  supply  of  grit, 
that  also  must  be  provided. 

Red  mites  are  said  to  be  the  greatest  obstacle 
to  success  in  squab  breeding.  Dr.  Eobinson 
says  that  in  his  belief  nine  out  of  ten  of  those 
who  fail  in  pigeon  keeping  are  driven  out  of 
business  by  the  red  mites.  He  further  says 
of  those  who  go  into  squab  breeding,  but  a 
small  proportion  continue ;  thus  he  makes  out  a 
pretty  strong  case  against  the  red  mites.  The 
measures  adopted  to  keep  them  down  at  this 
plant  are,  a  reasonable  cleanliness  and  the 
liberal  use  of  whitewash. 

The  business  at  this  Pembroke  ranch  began 
as  a  market  business,  and  was  conducted  in 
that  line  for  some  years.  Of  late  the  demand 
for  pigeons  for  lireeding  has  been  so  great  that 
very  little  goes  to  market —  so  little  that  the 
market  output  now  is  insignificant.  Mrs. 
Eobinson,  whom  the  doctor  acknowledges  as 
the  better,  more  expert  in  pigeon  culture,  and 
in  whose  judgment  in  all  matters  connected 
with  the  business  he  has  the  greatest  conti- 
<lence,  is  disposed  to  regret  this  drift  into  a 


close  quarters  to  keep  them  in  health  and  i)ro- 
ductivcne.->,  >o  the  care  of  pigeons  is  not  so 
exacting,  and  on  that  account  some  people 
would  handle  them  to  better  ad  vantage  than 
poultry. 

It  would  often  require  a  very  nice  balancing 
of  relative  advantages  and  disadvantages  to 
bring  one  to  any  positive  conclusion  as  to 
whether  pigeon  or  poultry  culture  would  be 
more  congenial  or  more  profitable.  There  is 
pleasure  and  profit  in  both,  and  sometimes  a 
man  who  fails  to  get  eithei'  profit  or  pleasure 
from  one  kind  of  stock  secures  them  by  keep- 
ing another.  Persons  who  are  failures  with 
poultry  sometimes  succeed  with  pigeons,  and 
vice  versa.     Generally  speaking,  though,  a 


person  who  succeeds  well  with  one  kind  of 
live  stock  is  not  likely  to  fail  with  another 
when  seriously  interested  in  it.  A  man  who 
having  failed  with  poultry  was  thinking  of 
taking  up  pigeon  culture  because  it  is  repre- 
sented as  easier,  would  do  well  to  hesitate  and 
consider  his  circumstances.  If  he  failed  with 
poultry  with  all  conditions  favorable  for  them, 
and  the  fault  in  the  stock  or  himself,  he  is 
likely  to  have  the  difficulties  with  pigeons  as 
he  had  with  poultry.  If  his  circumstances 
prevent  giving  poultry  proper  attention,  but 
still  admit  of  giving  as  much  care  to  pigeons 
as  they  need,  pigeons  would  proljably  suit 
him  better,  and  if  handled  judiciously  prove 
more  profitable. 

All  this  of  course  applies  to  cases  wheie 
pigeons  are  a  side  issue  and  a  small  one  at  that, 
and  where  only  one  little  specialty  of  that  kind 
can  lie  handled. 

I  have  thought  for  a  good  while,  and  what 
little  I  have  seen  of  squab  breeding  strength- 
ens the  impression,  that  a  great  many  poultry- 
men,  perhaps  most  of  them,  could  profitably 
keep  some  pigeons  in  connection  with  their 
poultry  keeping.  Especially  is  this  true  of 
those  who  are  catering  to  family  and  hotel 
and  restaurant  trade.  One  of  the  great  draw- 
l>ack>  in  such  trades  is  that  the  number  of 
articles  one  has  to  sell  being  so  limited,  the 
cost  of  making  regular  deliveries  is  very  large 
in  proportion  to  the  gross  receipts.  Thus 
even  when  one  gels  a  consideral>le  advance 
over  market  prices  for  his  poultry  and  eggs 
this  does  not  always  pay  for  delivery  of  goods, 
collecting,  etc.,  and  in  most  such  cases  it  is 
good  policy,  if  the  special  trade  is  to  be  held, 
to  try  to  add  other  articles  to  poultry  and 
eggs.  For  such  purpose  squabs  invite  consid- 
eration. 

j\Iy  own  impression  is  that,  as  between  the 
two,  poultry  keeping  is  a  better  line  to  go  into 
nineteen  times  out  of  twenty,  than  squab 
breeding.  For  while  the  addition  of  squab 
breeding  to  a  market  poultry  business  adds 
one  salable  item  to  a  business  where  several 
salable  items  are  produced,  in  exclusive  squab 
breeding  there  is  luit  the  one  item  produced, 
and  so  the  difficulty  just  noted  iu  connection 
with  selling  poultry  is  very  much  greater 
when  it  comes  to  selling  squabs. 

Then  in  squab  breeding,  while  it  is  often 
possible  for  the  man  who  wants  to,  or  has  to, 
leave  his  stock  largely  to  itself,  to  do  better 
with  pigeons  than  with  poultry,  it  seems  to 
me  that  the  man's  opportunities  to  produce 
with  his  stock  are  smaller,  and  very  much 
smaller. 


THE  MARKET  FOR  SQUABS. 

A  Practical  Marketma  n's  View. 


>,DITOR  Farm-Polltuv:— 
In  reply  to  your  communi- 
cation of  12lh  inst.,  rela- 
tive to  pigeon  and  squab 
culture,  ^ye  find  a  great 
many  interested  In  this 
subject  at  the  present  time, 
and  trust  that  this  article,  will  answer  many 
of  the  questions  asked  in  the  numerous  letters 
which  we  receive  from  day  to  day  by  those 
who  contemplate  embarking  in  the  business. 

There  is  a  constant  steady  demand  for 
squabs  throughout  the  entire  year,  and  it  is 
seldom  that  receipts  of  fine  birds  are  so  heavy 
as  to  reduce  prices  to  a  low  point,  only  when 
the  grade  of  goods  received  are  inferior  stock. 
We  have  found  the  majority  of  birds  shipped 
by  parties  in  New  England  in  years  past  to 
run  very  irregular  in  quality,  and  a  large  pro- 
portion not  fancy  enough  to  bring  quotations 
o£  the  so-called  "  Philadelphia  squabs."  The 
lowest  prices  have  generally  prevailed  during 
the  months  of  July,  August,  and  September, 
and  the  highest  prices  during  the  months  of 
January,  February,  and  March.  We,  as  a 
rule,  discourage  shipments  of  squabs  from 
parties  in  Slew  England,  the  bulk  of  such 
stock  at  present  averaging  in  quality  far 
below  the  required  standard.  The  so-called 
"  Philadelphia  squab  "  is  quoted  according  to 
the  weight  of  birds  per  dozen ;  fair  birds 
averaging  dressed  Gli  lbs.,  a  better  graded  lbs., 
and  S  lb.  birds  considered  fine  quality.  The 
market  price  is  generally  quoted  on  an  aver- 
age of  7  lb.  birds,  and  prices  range  from  f2.25 
to  $3.25  per  dozen  for  this  grade  of  stock. 


All  squabs  shipped  from  New  Jersey  and 
Pennsylvania  are  dressed,  while  but  few  ship- 
ments from  points  in  Xew  England  are 
shipped  in  this  way.  We  prefer  the  Phila- 
delphia style  of  dressing,  but  producers  should 
consult  their  own  dealers  in  reference  to  this 
point,  as  many,  having  family  and  provision 
trade,  prefer  to  receive  stock  with  the  feath- 
ers on,  dressing  them  as  needed.  Pigeons  or 
squabs  shipped  in  feathers  should  be  killed  by 
wringing  the  neck,  and  cooled  at  least  twenty 
hours  to  remove  all  animal  heat  before  being 
packed  for  shipment,  and  during  warm 
weather  it  is  safer  to  pack  in  ice,  even  if  on 
the  road  but  a  short  time,  although  where 
shipped  in  feathers,  dealers  prefer,  if  possible, 
to  receive  stock  in  nice  plumage  without  being 
wet  or  ruffled,  and  some  shippers  place  the  ice 
in  a  tank  or  pail  in  order  to  overcome  this 
difficulty.  There  is  no  reason  why  stock 
raised  in  this  vicinity  should  not  compare 
favorably  with  stock  received  in  any  markets 
in  the  country.  Many  persons  suppose  that 
all  Philadelphia  squabs  are  first  class  iu  every 
respect,  while  on  the  contrary  there  are  as 
many  poor  birds  as  are  raised  in  Massa- 
chusetts. The  bulk  of  stock  shipped  from 
Philadelphia  is  produced  throughout  Sew 
Jersey.  It.  is  purchased  by  local  buyers,  and 
by  them  graded  for  shipping,  the  second 
class  stock  being  shipped  to  New  York  or 
Philadelphia,  while  the  higher  grades  are  sold 
to  various  dealers  in  the  east,  being  shipped 
only  on  orders. 

There  are  few  large  squab  raising  plants  in 
the  vicinity  of  Philadelphia,  the  lai'ge  number 


Black  Minorcas 

Hijrli  <-la=s  Sin>;le  Comb  BlacI;  Mituircas  farm 
raised  12  years  for  prolific  layers  of  ihe  largest  white 
efJSs.  Special  prices  for  eggs  the  remainder  of  season. 
Stamp  for  catalogue. 

Mrs.  GEO.  E.  MONROE, 

Box  A,  Dryden,  N.  Y. 

Winners  at  Boston,  Pan  American,  New  York. 


$100for50cts 


TliaTs    wliat   you  f:et 
^\lii;n  \<ni  oui"  new 

iM„.k  entitled;  *•  Littie 
(  liicks.  '*  Everybody 

M'  l-ils  one. 
t  'ircular  free. 

EXCELSIOR  WIRE  AND  POULTRY  SUPPLY  CO., 

DepT  I,  26--2S  Vesey  St.,  New  York  City. 
W.  V.  EUSS,  Prop. 


Park's  Pedigree  Bred 

Rhode  Island  Reds. 

Breeders  now  for  sale.  TncI uding  ^^■iIlners  at 
P;in-Aniei*i(_'aii.  Mtnjtreal.  and  Boston.  Females  SU50 
lo  S5;  males  S5  lo  S15. 

A   KAItE   CHANCE    TO   START  RIGHT. 

Circular. 

P.  R.  PARK.  195  Lowell  St.,  Methuen,  Mass. 


MONRO  BROS; 

Rhode  Island  Keds,  White  AVyaiidoHes  and  Bar- 
red and  White  Piyinouth  Rocks,  liave  won  lirst 
prizes  wherever  exhibited,  wliile  their  Duck?. 
Geese,  Turkeys  and  I'lKeous  are  of  the  same  hi;ili 
Class.  A  few  olicit'O  ccckerels  for  sale  in  season. 
I'^or  parlicular  infornialion  address. 

.MONRO  KROS.,  Craiiburj',  N.J. 


BUFFINTON 

Will  sell  fuirlv  good  breeding  stock  of  liiiff  a\u\ 
Partridge  Wyandot tes:  Buff,  Partridge  and  Barred 
P.  Rocks;  Buff  Leghorns;  liose  and  Single  C'onii*  R. 
I.  Reds;  Burr,  Black  and  White  Cochin  Bantams,  iu 
lots  of  1  cock  and  4  hens  for  S8. 

ROWLAND  G.  BUFFINTON, 

Box  B77,  FALL  KIVER,  MA.SS. 


Pmil  yon  get  a  catalogue  of  the  Shaub  Compart- 
ment Brooders  and  Exliibitiou  Cou|)s.  We  have 
something  to  interest  yon.  Send  4c.  in  stamps  for 
illustrated  catalogue.  Address. 

31.0.  SHERER,  Box 4.  Louisville,  Ohio. 

Keep  In  Mind 

That  chicks  bred  from  the  winning  S.  C.  W.  Leg- 
horns at  Philadelphia  and  Boston  are  bound  to  wiu 
in  their  turn.   These  are  to  be  found  at 

The  Woodlawn  Poultry  Yards, 

CHAS-.T  FOGG,  Prop..     TVALTHAM.  MASS. 


In  a  Victor  Incubator  always  yields 
a  vigorous  chick.  Simplest,  most  re- 
liable, cheapest,  first-class  batcher 

VICTOR 

INCUBATOR 

Thousands  in  nse;  we  pay 
freight,  catalogue  6  cents. 

GEO.  KRTEL  CO.,  Qalner, 


NETTLETON'S 

LT.  BRAHMAS 

Mated  lor  large  size,  Bralima  sliape.  and  correct 
markings.  A  few  extra  clniice  cockerels,  ai  a  fair 
price  for  qnality.   Eggs  after  Jfay  1511],  S2  per  20, 

C.  P.  NETTLETON,  Box  1.59,  Slieltoii,  C.nii. 


CAPON 

Gape-Worm  Extractor, 
2.5c.  Remit  by  I^Ioney- 
Order  or  registered  letter. 
G.  P.  PILLING  &  SOXS, 
N.E.  cor.  2sa  .t  Arch  Sts. 
Pliiliidelphiii,  Pa. 


Complete  set,  with  full 
Instructions,  posttpaid, 
on  receipt  of  $2.50.  2s  p. 
Capon  Book  free  for  2c. 
stamp.  Poultry  Marker. 
25c.  Eoup  Syringe,  lie. 

TOOLS 


 FOK  

Grit,  Shells, 
Bone,  Charcoal 
Feeds,  etc. 

Three  spaces.  MatJe  of  heavy 
galvanize'!  inni .    will  la^talife 


lillK 


nail, 
lent. 


'yry  :\i'-ir.  I ;'t;  ceius. 
ATSATT  S'.KOS., 

JMattapolsett,  Alass. 

-Send  for  circu!:u:s. 
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of  squabs  shipped  from  that  point  being  col- 
lecteii  ill  very  small  lots  throughout  a  large 
section  of  country.  Persons  desiring  to 
embark  iu  the  business  need  have  no  fear  of 
not  finding  a  good  marliet  for  Xo.  1  birds,  as 
the  demand  for  this  grade  of  stock  will 
increase  rather  than  decrease  from  year  to 
year,  as  the  supply  of  game  throughout  the 
country  becomes  exhausted,  and  good  prices 
are  also  likely  to  piev.iil  during  the  close  sea- 
son on  game.    The  only  difficulty  is  to  pro- 


duce good  sized  plump  birds,  which  will  lind 
a  ready  market  every  month  in  the  year,  but 
as  yet  this  has  only  been  accomplished  by  a 
very  limited  number;  and  marketmeu  have 
little  confidence  of  receiving  iu  the  dim  future 
heavy  consignments  of  tine  squabs,  from  those 
who  ■'  propose  to  establish  large  plants,  to 
produce  a  superior  quality  of  Homer  squabs 
for  the  Boston  market." 

W.  D.  RUDD, 

otvr.  H.  Rudd,Son&Co. 


Minorcas,  Breeders,  and  Judges. 


Canadian  Notes. 


iHERE  was  unusually  fine 
and  warm  weather  in 
Canada  early  this  season, 
many  days  in  March 
being  rpild  and  genial, 
and,  as  a  consequence, 
fowls  were  able  to  get 
themselves  in  the  open 
ground.  The  result  was  a  large  proportion  of 
fertile  eggs  and  strong  germs,  and  so  far  as 
my  observation  goes,  there  are  more  chickens 
and  better  ones  than  last  year;  in  fact,  than 
for  manv  vears. 


out 


work 


Feed  is  unusually  high,  and  hard  to  get  at 
that.  Corn  has  been  practically  eliminated 
from  the  ration  for  a  twelvemonth,  the  price 
being  higher  in  proportion  than  any  other 
grain.  Oats  are  also  very  high,  but  this  has 
been  met  by  the  high  price  of  eggs.  At 
present  writing,  July  -Ith,  eggs  are  selling  in 
this  market,  a  moderate  sized  town,  at  seven- 
teen cents,  fully  double  the  ruling  July  price. 


Farmers  are  beginning  to  take  a  much  more 
general  interest  in  poultry.  I  have  never  sold 
so  many  eggs  for  hatching  or  so  many  male 
birds.  Farmers  are  going  in  mostly  for  the 
heavy  breeds — '\rhite  Wyandottes  and  Barred 
Rocks  —  though  AVhile  Leghorns  are  always 
salable,  more  so  than  the  Browns,  as  the  eggs 
seem  to  be  larger  as  a  rule.  As  one  goes 
through  the  country  he  sees  a  good  many  new 
hen  houses,  and  an  evident  desire  to  give  the 
hen,  at  least,  an  equal  chance  with  the  rest  of 
the  live  stock.  Incubators  and  brooders  are 
being  introduced  here  and  there,  but  most 
farmers  still  stick  to  the  old  fashioned  meth- 
ods. 


limits.  5Iy  solution  may  be  of  value  to  some 
persons  similarly  situated.  I  have  a  small 
lot  —  perhaps  a  quarter  of  an  acre  over  and 
al)ove  what  is  covered  with  dwelling  and  out- 
buildings. The  fowls  are  enclosed  in  a  run 
fenced  with  wire  netting.  I  have  perhaps 
five  hundred  square  feet  or  a  little  more.  The 
rest  o£  the  ground  is  occupied  with  a  general 
garden.  I  sow  all  corners  not  in  use  for  other 
crops,  with  rape  (dwarf  Essex)  early  in  the 
spring.  The  seed  is  scattered  somewhat 
thickly,  and  the  plants  weeded  out  as  soon  as 
they  are  a  few  inches  high,  the  thinning  being 
continued  until  all  the  crop  is  used  up.  The 
fowls  seem  to  prefer  the  rape  to  almost  any 
other  form  of  green  stufl".  I  also  sow  one  or 
two  rows  of  Swiss  chard,  a  plant  of  the  beet 
type,  which  makes  excellent  greens  for  house 
u^e.  The  tops  can  be  cut  several  times  during 
the  season,  growing  up  again  quickly,  and  are 
greedily  eaten  by  fowls.  Then  all  weeds  from 
the  garden  are  thrown  into  the  hen  yard,  and 
most  of  them  disappear.  All  through  the 
season  whenever  there  is  a  bare  patch  of  even 
a  few  feet  in  extent,  I  sow  a  little  more  rape. 
My  flock  varies  from  twenty  to  fifty  fowls, 
and  I  never  fail  to  have  a  good  egg  yield  at  all 
seasons.  Despite  the  comparatively  close 
confinement  the  fowls  are  always  healthy,  and 
usually  molt  pretty  early,  which  is  an  end  to 
lie  aimed  at.  The  hen  yard  is  dug  up  several 
times  during  the  season,  and  is  thus  kept  quite 
sweet,  besides  furnishing  a  good  many  worms 
for  the  busv  workers.  * 


I  was  at  an  up  to  date  poultry  ranch  the 
other  day,  in  charge  of  a  young  man  who  has 
taken  a  i)oultry  ^^ourse  at  the  agricultural 
college,  Guelpb,  under  professor  W.  R. 
Graham,  and  saw  over  one  thousand  lively 
chickens,  all  hatched  in  incubators,  including 
as  pretty  a  pen  of  White  Wyandottes  and 
Barred  Rocks  as  I  ever  saw.  These  were 
early  March  hatched,  and  look  as  if  they  would 
be  ready  for  business  in  October  or  earlier. 
The  manager  told  me  he  had  just  turned  out 
one  hundred  broilers  at  81.15  per  pair,  which 
is  a  good  price  for  Montreal  market.  I  shall 
endeavor  to  give  you  a  detailed  account  of  the 
farm  later. 


I  was  pleased  to  see  the  article  on  fleshing- 
vs.  fattening  iu  a  recent  F.-l'.,  the  more  so,  as 
it  exactly  meets  my  views.  It  is  very  easy  to 
run  away  with  false  ideas.  The  department 
of  agriculture  of  the  Dominion  la>t  year  and 
the  year  before  established  a  numljerof  fatten- 
ing stations,  and  turned  out  a  lot  of  very  fine 
stock  to  look  at,  most  of  which  was  shipped 
to  Briti?h  markets.  The  prices  realized  were 
satisfactory,  but  the  birds  wei-e  too  large  and 
too  fat,  especially  those  where  the  crammer 
was  used.  It  was  found  that  when  the  birds 
ran  over  five  pounds,  they  approached  too 
near  turkeys  in  size,  and  were  not  worth  nearly 
as  much  as  if  they  had  been  a  pound  or  two 
lighter.  The  lesson  that  has  been  learned  at 
the  fattening  stations  is  that  it  will  be  better 
to  put  a  good  deal  younger  chickens  iu  the 
coops,  that  will  weigh  from  three  to  four  and 
a  half  pounds  when  ready  for  market,  and 
that  they  mu^t  not  be  too  fat.  This  latter 
requisite  is  a  good  deal  easier  to  average  with 
the  younger  chickens  than  the  older,  as  they 
are  not  so  apt  to  gorge  themselves. 


I  HAT  the  Minorcas  are  a 
beautiful,  noble,  and 
profitable  breed  of 
fowls,  but  very.few  fan- 
ciers will  gainsay,  and 
that  they  have  charac- 
teristics and  qualities 
peculiar  to  none  other  of  the  Mediterranean 
breeds,  no  man  who  admires  them,  and  has 
studied  their  shape,  pose  and  habits  will  deny. 
We  have  heard  lireeders  of  other  varieties, 
particularly  of  the  parti-colored  breeds, 
remark:  "  Can't  see  anything  to  invite  a  man 
who  wants  to  breed  something  to  be  proud  of 
to  take  up  the  Minorcas,  as  they  are  '  easy,' 
all  alike,  nice,  big,  black  birds." 
"  Well,  I  don't  think!  " 
A  breeder  interested  in  them  can  find  plenty 
to  test  his  skill  to  breed  them  close  to  Standard 
requirements.  We  never  saw  two  of  them 
exactly  alike,  and  with  all  we  ever  saw,  we 
never  saw  more  than  we  could  count  on  our 
fingers,  once  around,  so  good,  so  near  perfect, 
that  they  remained  photographed  on  our 
mind.  There  is  plenty  of  work  and  study  for 
their  most  brainy  breeders  yet,  to  produce  the 
bird  that  in  head  points,  shape,  color,  and 
size  is  perfect.  The  stubborn  fact  is  this, 
that  too  many  breeders  of  this,  as  well  as 
other  varieties,  ride  certain  hobbies;  they  lose 
sight  of  the  fact  that  it  is  the  all-"round  bird 
that  is  the  best  bird.  Let  me  talk  with  a 
Ijreeder,  and  I  will  agree  to  let  him  do  the 
most  of  the  talking  at  that,  and  I  can  find  his 
hobby  iu  short  order,  and  know  what  sort  of 
a  bird  he  thinks  should  win,  the  sort  he  would 
buy  first  and  pay  most  for,  and  the  sort  he  is 
trying  to  breed.  One  breeder  is  all  for  size; 
he  would  forgive  a  bird  for  having  a  comb 
like  a  porterhouse  steak,  and  would  deny  he 
had  any  purple  in  his  plumage  <if  the  bird 
was  not  in  sight  at  the  moment  ),if  he  only 
liad  the  size.  Another  can  not  see  shape,  if 
the  bird  has  a  beautiful  lobe  and  comb.  Stil) 
another  wants  color,  and,  apparently,  color 
alone.  Most  of  these  men  think  the  judge  a 
'■  little  ofi"'  on  Minorcas  if  their  sort  does  not 


DUCK  AND  GOOSE  RAISING. 


A  Concise  Review  of  Practical  Fowl  Culture. 


The  problem  of  green  food  for  fowls  is  one 
that  is  apt  to  bother  keepers  of  poultry  in 
towns  where  they  are  obliged  to  keep  their 
fowls   yarded  or  confined    within  narrow 


llXCE  lime  out  of  mind 
the  raising  of  ducks  and 
geese  in  Rhode  Island 
has  been  both  a  pleasant 
and  a  profitable  industry, 
and  has  added  largely  to 
the  wealth  of  the  producers. 

Many  years  ago  the  geese  were  found  on 
practically  every  farm,  while  the  ducks  were 
less  numerous  and  less  widely  scattered. 
Gradualh'  as  years  have  passed,  conditions 
have  changed,  and  at  the  present  time  more 
ducks  and  fewer  geese  are  produced.  It 
would  be  an  interesting  study  to  discover  why 
this  change  has  taken  place,  and  why  at  the 
present  time,  and  for  several  years  past,  the 
production  of  geese  is  confined  practically  to 
■the  southern  counties  of  the  state. 

In  the  earlier  days  the  quality  of  the  ducks 
which  were  produced  was  very  much  lower 
than  at  the  present  time.  They  were  what 
are  commonly  called  scrul)  ducks,  and  had  no 
special  pride  of  ancestry,  and  their  market 
value  was  very  much  less  than  the  production 
of  the  present  day.  In  fact,  there  was  so 
little  demand  for  ducks  for  market  purposes 
that  scarce  any  attention  was  given  to  Improv- 
ing and  making  better  market  birds.  Little 
care  was  given  to  breeding  for  colors,  other 
than  by  fanciers,  and  the  common  puddle 
duck,  with  more  or  less  white  plumage,  the 
parti-colored  bird,  and  the  more  gorgeous 
Kouen  were  bred  together  indiscriminately. 

This  lack  of  method  in  breeding,  as  was  to 
be  expected,  resulted  in  flocks  of  various  sizes, 
shapes  and  colors,  and  when  marketed  the 
birds  presented  anything  but  an  attractive 
appearance.  The  carcasses  were  lacking  in 
breast  meat;  and  many  were  adorned  with 
numbers  of  dark  and  colored  pin  feathers 
which  detracted  from  their  value  and  made 
Ihcm  practically  worthless  so  far  as  the  best 
familv  trade  was  concerned. 


In  the  early  'TO's  came  the  introduction  of 
the  Pekin  duck  iu  this  country,  and  with  tlii> 
addition  the  production  of  market  ducks 
almost  immediately  took  on  a  new  and  greater 
development.  From  that  time  on  there  has 
been  a  steady  increase  in  the  value  of  the 
product,  while  in  all  the  qualities  that  go  to 
make  up  practical  and  profitable  market  bird?, 
no  comparison  can  be  made  between  the 
improved  Pekins  and  the  old-time  bundle  of 
gristle  and  bones — which  was  unsatisfactory 
alike  to  the  breeder,  the  seller,  and  the  con- 
sumer. 

Though  it  has  sometimes  been  disputeil, 
there  is  little  question  that  the  first  importa- 
tion of  Pekin  ducks  into  this  country  was 
made  by  a  citizen  of  Rhode  Island,  and  that 
tiie  subsequent  growth  and  importance  of  the 
duck  producing  industry  is  largely  due  to  the 
interest  and  eflbrts  which  this  gentleman  gave 
to  the  importing  of  these  birds.  Prior  to  that 
time  most  of  the  market  ducks  were  bred  and 
rai>ed  on  Long  Island,  and  in  other  places  near 
Xew  York  city.  The  principal  market  f^r 
the  dressed  and  live  birds  was  found  there, 
and  consequently,  every  influence  tended  to 
keep  their  production  and  growth  within 
measurable  distances  of  it.  The  consumption 
was  almost  wholly  by  the  foreign  element, and 
the  taste  for  this  food  seems  to  have  been 
brought  with  them  from  their  native  lands. 
Indeed,  at  the  present  time  it  is  probable  that 
quite  as  many  ducks  and  geese  are  consumed 
by  the  foreign  born  population  as  are  useil  by 
the  greatly  larger  proportion  of  natives.  This 
holds  true  both  of  the  quick  and  the  dead 
birds. 

Ten  years  ago  there  was  very  little  demainl 
for  ducks  in  the  Rhode  Island  market.  The 
high  class  family  trade  made  practically  no 
use  of  them,  and  the  sale  was  almost  altogether 
to  restaurants,  hotels,  and  other  public  dining 
resorts.    At  that  time  the  total  demand  could 


%vin,  or  that  he  favors  some  breeder,  or  some 
strain.  Certainly,  every  breeder  has  a  perfect 
right  to  breed  his  own  birds  as  he  chooses,  or 
as  best  he  can  in  qualities  he  personally 
admires;  but  that  does  not  make  him  ajudge 
of  others'  birds,  or  of  the  breed  in  general, 
nor  does  it  make  the  qualities  he  dotes  on 
standard  qualities.  A  competent  judge  on 
any  breed  can  not  ride  any  hobby,  save  the 
standard  of  the  breed  he  is  judging.  A  com- 
petent judge  must  be  something  more  than  a 
good  guesser;  he  must  have  real  judgment, 
and  that  means  to  select  as  the  winners  the 
best  all-'round  specimen,  regardless  of  the 
fact  that  his  comb  (only  one  section)  had  but 
five  or  seven  serrations.  There  are  many  sec- 
tions in  one  bird  to  be  considered.  The  one 
with  the  least  defects,  and  with  none  of  them 
real  serious  defects,  should  win.— F.  B.  Zlm- 
MKR,  iu  Black  Minorca  Club  Catalogue. 


Size. 

What  you  say  iu  \our  advertisement  is  of 
first  importance  —  but  the  amount  of  space 
Used  to  say  it  is  often  of  greater  importance. 
T/ie  Advisor  has  never  known  of  an  adver- 
tiser who  would  not  take  more  space  for  the 
same  money  when  he  could  get  it,  or  one  who 
did  not  kick  if  given  less  than  he  had  paid 
for.  Size  makes  advertisements  more  con- 
spiciious  as  it  is  increased  —  and  that  is  what 
advertisers  want  more  than  anything  else. 
They  want  to  compel  people  to  read  their 
announcements,  whether  they  want  to  read 
them  or  not. —  The  Advisor. 


An  ad.  that  sounds  as  if  it  meant  what  it 
said,  is  a  good  ad.;  the  ad.  wherein  the  writer 
could  not  possibly  mean  all  he  says,  is  hope- 
lesslv  bad. —  Business  Problems. 

TO  MOTHERS 

Mrs.  J.  H.  Haskins,  of  Chicago, 
111.,  President  CMcago  Arcade 
Chil),  Addi-esses  Comforting 
lYords  to  Women  Kegarding 
CMldbirth. 


"Deak  Mrs.  Pixkham; — Mothers 
need  not  dread  ehildbearing-  after  they 
know  the  value  of  Lydia  E.  Pink> 
bsiiu's     Vegetable  Compound. 

"While  I  loved  children  I  dreaded  the 
ordeal,  for  it  left  me  weak  and  sick 


MRS.  J.  H.  HASKIXS. 
for  months  after,  and  at  the  time  I 
thoug'ht  death  was  a  welcome  relief ; 
hut  before  my  last  child  was  born  a 
pood  neiprhbor  advised  LydiaE.Pink- 
ham's  Vegetable  Compound,  and 
1  used  that,  together  with  j"Our  Pills 
and  Sanative  ^Yash  for  four  months 
before  the  chiWs  birth  :  —  it  brought 
me  wonderful  relief.  I  hardly  had  an 
ache  or  pain,  and  when  the, child  was 
ten  days  old  I  left  my  bed  strong-  in 
health.'  Every  spring  and  fall  I  now  take 
abottleofLydiaE.Pinkliam'.s  Veg- 
etable Compound  and  find  it  keeps 
uie  in  continual  excellent  Jiealth."-^ 
IMrs.  J.  H.  Haskins,  324S  Indiana  Ave., 
Chicago,  111.  —  $5000  forfeit  if  above  testimo- 
nial is  not  genuine. 

Care  and  careful  counsel  is 
w  hat  tbe  expectant  and  Avould-be 
niotber  needs,  and  this  counsel 
sbe  can  secure  without  cost  by 
writing  to  Sirs.  Pinkham  at 
L<j  lui,  Mass. 
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easily  have  been  supplied  by  any  one  of  a 
dozen  of  the  present  day  Rhode  Island  breed- 
ers. With  the  introduction  of  the  better 
grades  and  the  added  attractiveness  and 
appetizing  appearance  of  the  Pekin  carcass 
the  demand  rapic^y  increased,  until  at  the 
present  time  large  numbers  are  sold  in  the 
middle  grade  markets  and  are  consumed 
largely  by  the  great  middle  class  of  the  popu- 
lation. 

For  the  practical  production  of  ducks  for 
market  purposes  very  few  exact  conditions 
are  positively  necessary.  They  can  be  raised 
from  breeding  stock  which  is  kept  either  on 
dry  land  or  which  has  water  runs,  and  from 
Ijirds  which  are  kept  penned  or  which  have 
free  range.  The  one  condition  which  is  abso- 
lutely necessai  y  i%  that  the  birds  have  dry 
houses.  Little  attention  need  be  given  to  the 
warmth  of  the  houses,  as  your  healthy  duck 
cares  little  for  low  temperatures,  and  prefers 
the  outdoor  air  of  the  very  coldest  days.  The 
only  effect  that  extreme  cold  seems  to  have  is 
that  it  causes  them  to  pull  their  feet  up  into 
their  plumage  and  to  settle  down  contentedly 
facing  the  wind.  Of  course,  as  with  other 
poultry,  land  which  is  well  drained  makes  the 
best  site  for  breeding  houses.  It  is  much 
easier  to  keep  the  houses  and  flocks  in  condi- 
tion where  there  is  good  drainage  than  where 
there  is  a  constant  procession  from  puddle  to 
house  and  from  house  to  puddle.  It  is  sur- 
prising what  an  amount  of  mud  and  general 
dampness  a  healthy  duck  can  manage  to  carry 
from  the  yard  to  the  house  in  a  given  time.  It 
is  imperatively  necessary  that  the  houses  be 
kept  measurably  dry  and  free  from  dampness 
in  order  to  get  the  best  results  in  health  and, 
consequently,  reproductiveness. 

Where  the  houses  are  allowed  to  become 
damp  and  wet,  from  whatever  causes,  it  is 
pretty  sure  to  result  in  rheumatism  and  lame- 
ness in  the  breeding  stock.  The  legs  of  a 
duck  are  none  too  strong  at  best,  and  the 
slightest  ailment  which  aflects  their  strength, 
rapidly  reduces  the  value  of  the  bird,  and  is 
generally  incurable. 

Because  of  this  lack  of  strength,  it  is  best, 
in  handling  either  old  or  young  birds,  that 
they  be  carried  by  the  wings,  body,  or  held 
loosely  by  the  neck,  rather  than  that  they 
should  be  handled  or  held  by  the  legs.  Very 
many  valuable  birds  are  injured  every  year 
by  carelessness  in  handling,  and  this  careless- 
ness undoubtedly  comes  through  the  ignorance 
of  the  many  persons  who  breed  only  a  few 
birds,  triven  dry  houses,  free  from  bad 
drafts,  and  runs  which  are  dry  in  part,  at 
least,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  breeding 
stock  should  not  be  kept  healthy  and  strong 
without  much  attention  as  to  whether  or  not 
they  get  a  southern  or  eastern  exposure,  which 
in  the  case  of  other  poultry  is  decidedly  pref- 
Table. 

If  early  laying  is  desired,  they  should  be 
kept  shut  in  the  houses  and  fed  inside  on  very 
stormy  or  cold  winter  days.  The  added 
warmth  which  comes  to  them  from  this  treat- 
ment will  induce  earlier  laying  than  when  the 
birds  are  permitted  to  be  out  and  in  at 
pleasure,  and  where  they  are  fed  and  watered 
outside  in  all  weathers.  Where  this  early  egg 
production  is  forced,  however,  the  average 
profits  are  apt  to  be  no  greater  than  where  no 
forcing  is  attempted,  and  the  birds  are  allowed 
to  come  to  the  laying  point  in  a  natural  way. 
This  is  because  early  forced  egg  production 
usually  results  in  a  large  proportion  of  infertile 
eggs,  and  many  of  those  which  are  fertilized 
are  imperfectly  impregnated.  The  germs 
lacking  in  fertility  are  unable  to  successfully 
pass  through  the  hatching  period,  and  they 
die  at  all  stages  of  giowth  from  the  third  to 
the  twenty-seventh  day.  Many  suc'ceed  in 
getting  partially  out,  but  do  not  have  sufficient 
vigor  to  break  wholly  from  the  shell. 

Where  these  conditions  prevail,  a  large  pro- 
portion of  those  which  do  succeed  in  freeing 
themselves  are  apt  to  die  from  the  third  to  the 
fifth  day  after  hatching,  and  the  general  aver- 
age of  those  which  live  is  not  so  even  and  so 
desirable  as  where  nature,  unhampered,  has 
produced  results  in  its  own  way  and  time.  1 
think  that  with  all  kinds  of  breeding  stock, 
forced  production  is  pretty  sure  to  result  in 
weak  and  unvitalized  offspring.  If  producers 
would  bear  in  mind  the  fact  that  it  is  not  the 
few  pounds  that  are  sold  at  large  prices  so 
much  as  the  many  pounds  that  are  sold  at  fair 
prices,  which  control  the  profits  of  the  busi- 
ness, I  think  fewer  would  be  tempted  to  ruin 


the  stamina  of  their  breeding  flock  for  the 
sake  of  accomplishing  what  really  costs  them 
so  dear  in  the  end.  It  is  the  average  of  the 
price  received  which  tells  the  story ;  and  if  the 
average  retui  ns  for  the  season  can  be  kept  as 
high  as  fourteen  or  fifteen  cents  a  pound  for 
ducks,  if  the  work  has  been  economically 
carried  on,  there  is  no  reason  why  the  profits 
should  not  be  satisfactorily  large.  This  figure, 
of  course,  relates  to  the  conditions  in  Rhode 
Island  and  other  Xew  England  states  rather 
than  to  the  south  and  west  where  local  con- 
ditions would  make  a  difference  in  the  returns. 

Where  one  is  starting  in  the  business,  the 
flock  may  be  purchased  outright,  or  may  be 
built  up  by  buying  and  hatching  eggs  and 
selecting  breeding  stock  from  the  young 
secured  ^n  this  way.  When  beginning  in  the 
fall  or  early  winter,  it  will  probably  be  more 
economical  to  secure  such  a  number  of  birds 
as  are  desired  to  start  with,  and  from  these  a 
flock  may  be  readily  built  up.  In  late  winter 
and  spring,  however,  breeding  birds  of  the 
better  quality  are  generally  scarce  and  high 
priced,  and  at  this  season  it  will  usually  be 
more  feasible  to  secure  eggs  than  stock. 

In  either  case  use  only  the  best;  it  costs  no 
more  in  the  care  of  the  birds,  the  running  of 
the  incubators,  in  feeding  and  watering,  in 
dressing  or  marketing  birds  w_hich  will  aver- 
age from  ten  to  twelve  pounds  per  pair  at  ten 
weeks  old,  than  it  does  to  handle  those  weigh- 
ing only  from  seven  to  nine  pounds  at  the 
same  age.    The  only  possible  increase  in  cost 


As  Time  is  the  stuff  Life's 
made  of,  take  it  from  an 

Elgin  Watch 

the  timekeeper  of  a  lifetime — the  world's 
standard  pocket  timepiece.  Sold  every- 
where; fully  guaranteed.    Booklet  free. 

ELGIN  NATIONAL  WATCH  CO., 
Elgin,  Illinois. 


seven.  This  is  especially  the  case  where  the 
birds  have  water  runs. 

After  this  mating,  the  strength  of  the  ration 
may  be  increased  by  the  addition  of  animal 
matter,  generally  in  the  form  of  beef  scrap, 
which  is  the  cleanest,  sweetest  form  in  which 
meat  can  be  fed.  Only  the  best  scrap  oljtain- 
able  should  be  used,  and  at  the  start  it  should 
comprise  about  tive  per  cent  in  bulk,  gradually 


A  PAIR  OF  WHITE  BOCK  HENS. 
Bred  by  U.  K.  Fishel,  Hope,  Ind. 


would  come  from  the  added  amount  of  food 
which  the  larger  birds  would  consume,  and  it 
is  a  question  if  they  do  eat  much  more  than 
the  smaller  and  more  active  stock.  The  con- 
stant activity  and  motion  of  the  smaller  birds 
of  any  breed  or  kind  of  poultry  tends  to  use 
up  more  food  in  pioportion  to  their  gain  in 
growth  than  is  needed  by  the  larger  and  more 
quiet  specimens  which  expeod  less  nervous 
energy. 

The  breeding  stock  should  be  fed  twice  a 
day,  and  should  have  nothing  but  soft  food, 
except  through  the  period  of  heaviest  laying, 
when  they  may  have  an  additional  lunch  at 
noon  time  of  cracked  corn,  oats,  and  wheat,  or 
any  grain  mixture  which  is  most  convenient 
and  can  be  most  profitably  fed.  Always  bear 
in  mind,  however,  that  an  excessive  grain 
ration  tends  to  overfatness,  and  this  will  surely 
result  in  infertile  and  illy  fertile  eggs. 

The  high)}  bred  market  Fekin  has  an  habit- 
ual tendency  to  lay  on  fat.  To  overcome  this 
tendency,  and  at  the  same  time  to  give  them  a 
sufficiently  full  ration  to  keep  them  in  good 
Ijreeding  condition  is  the  hardest  problem  in 
the  whole  busiueisof  producing  market  ducks. 
Beginning  about  the  first  of  October,  the  birds 
should  be  fed  night  and  morning  on  a  mash 
composed  of  two  parts  of  bran,  one  part  of 
Indian  meal,  and  two  parts  of  cut  clover  or 
other  green  food.  This  may  be  fed  until  they 
are  mated,  which  should  be  by  the  first  or 
middfe  of  November.  It  is  usual  to  mate  one 
male  with  five  females,  in  flocks  of  from 
twenty-five  to  thirty,  and  this  mating  is  carried 
until  about  the  middle  of  February,  at  which 
time  it  is  generally  well  to  remove  one  of  the 
males,  leaving  the  proportion  about  one  to 


increased  until  about  the  first  of  February, 
when  at  least  ten  or  twelve  per  cent  of  the 
morning  and  night  rations  should  be  animal 
matter.  This  is  absolutely  necessary  in  order 
to  get  the  required  strength  in  both  breeding 
bird  and  egg.  Lacking  strength  in  either  of 
these,  the  offspring  is  sure  to  be  weak  and 
hard  to  raise. 

In  addition  to  the  regular  ration,  which  may 
be  mixed  with  either  hot  or  cold  water,  the 
birds  may  have  such  green  food,  as  cabbage 
and  other  vegetables,  as  they  care  to  eat.  Grit 
and  oyster  shell  should  be  kept  within  reach 
at  all  times,  and,  except  in  freezing  weather, 
they  should  have  ready  access  to  drinking 
water  at  all  hours  of  the  night  and  day,  espe- 
cially at  feeding  time.  It  is  natural  for  ducks 
to  wash  down  their  food  with  water,  and, 
lacking  a  supply  when  eating,  they  are  apt  to 
choke.  Many  good  birds  are  lost  through 
failure  to  supply  water  at  this  time. 

Duck  eggs  may  be  hatched  either  by  hens  or 
with  an  incubator.  It  is  scarcely  profitable  to 
try  to  hatch  them  under  ducks.  In  fact,  the 
desire  to  incubate  seems  partially  lost  to  most 
Pekin  ducks;  and  where  ten  years  ago  it  was 
considerable  trouble  to  keep  the  sitters 
gathei^ed  up  and  break  them  of  their  inclina- 
tion, at  the  present  time  the  best  and  purest 
bred  Pekins  exhibit  no  tendency  in  this 
direction,  and  only  a  very  slight  proportion 
make  any  effort  to  sit. 

Where  only  a  few  breeders  are  kept  it  is 
both  easy  and  profitable  to  hatch  the  eggs  with 
hens,  but  where  any  number  are  to  be  hatched 
incubators  are  most  feasible.  AVithout  their 
aid  the  duck  industry  could  not  have  grown  to 
its  present  large  proportions.    Whether  or 
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Are  mude  liv  all  liefrinnei  s  in  poultry  farming  unless 
tliey  liave  liaii  our  iusirucliou. 

WE  TEACH   POULTRY  CUI/TUKE 
Bv  mail.    Our   Iiistrnctors    are  experienced 
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THE  AMEKICAN  POULTKT  INSTITUTE, 
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MILLVILLE  BARGAINS. 

250  Yearling  Barred  and  Buff  Rocks, 
Buff  and  White  Dottes  at  $2  to  $5  each. 
100  Pekin  Ducks  at  $1  to  $3  each. 

Tlic  above  are  good  binls  fi  om  our  breeding;  pens. 
"Will  please  vou  or  will  refund  ^our  money,  and  pay 
return  charges.  Jlust  make  room  for  1,S<XI  young- 
sters at 

MILtVILLE  POULTRY  FAKI\r, 
Box  P.  .Millville,  N.  J. 

FISHERS  ISLAND  FARM 

Has  halfhed  more  chicks  this  season  than  ever 
before  from  the  liest  prize  matinj;s.  and  ihey  are 
makinfc  a  rapid,  vigorous  growth  on  Ihe  immense 
ranfje.  We  want  to  send  you  a  catalogue  telling 
about  our  famous 

Barred  ^  White  Rocks 
Cornisli  Indian  Games 

A  N  I ) 

Bronze  Turkeys. 

It  tells  vou  why  ihev  are  superior  to  others,  and 
wliere,  wheu  and  wliat  tliey  liave  won.  It  will  be  sent 
free. 

FISHERS  ISLAND  FARM, 
Box  C,     Fisheru  Island,  N.  Y. 
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LACKHEADS,  PIMPLES, 
FRECKLES  AND  TAN. 


I  How  to  Remove  Themi  | 

Hew  io  Make  the  Skin  Beautiful. 


Thereis  no  remedy  which  v.-\\\  restore  the  complexion 
as  quickly  as  Mme.  A.  Ruppert's  Face  Bleach.  Thous- 
ands of  patrons  afflicted  with  most  miserable  skins  have 
been  delighted  vath  its  use.  Many  skins  covered  wiih 
pimples,  freckles,  wrinkles,  eczematous  eruptions  (itch- 
ing, burning  and  annoying),  sallowness,  broivn  patches 
and  blackheads  have  been  quickly  changed  to  bright, 
beautiful  complexions.  Skin  troubles  which  have  baffled 
the  mosteminent  phjsicians  have  been  cured  promptly, 
and  many  have  expressed  their  profoundest  thanks  for  my 
ivonderful  Face  Bleach. 

This  man-elous  remedy  will  be  sent  to  any  address 
upon  receipt  of  price,  $2.00  per  single  bottle,  cr  three 
bottles  ( usually  required),  $5.00. 

Book,  "  How  to  be  Beautiful,"  mailed  for  6c. 

MME.  A.  RUPPERT, 

6  EAST  14th  ST.,  NEW  YORK. 
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not  hens  or  incubators  are  used  in  hatching, 
there  is  no  question  that  a  properly  con- 
structed brooder  is  be;t  in  caring  for  them 
after  hatching.  The  little  Liirds  very  readily 
learn  the  ins  and  outs  of  any  modern  brooder, 
and  as  they  are  not  so  susceptible  to  changes 
of  temperature,  they  do  not  require  so  much 
heat  as  chickens.  It  is,  after  the  first  twenty- 
four  hours,  much  easier  to  care  for  them  in 
numbers  with  brooders  than  in  the  smaller 
flocks,  which  are  necessary  if  they  are  to  be 
brooded  by  hens. 

After  the  ducklings  are  hatched  they  should 
be  left  from  tweuty-four  to  thirty-six  hours 
without  food  or  water.  At  the  expiration  of 
this  time  they  should  be  taken  from  the  nest, 
or  the  incubator,  and  placed  in  a  brooder 
which  has  been  previously  warmed  to  ninety 
degrees.  The  :inimal  heat  from  the  little 
birds,  about  fifty  of  which  should  be  placed 
in  each  brooder,  will  carry  the  temperature  to 
about  ninety-five  degrees,  and  this  should  be 
continued  for  the  first  twenty-four  hours, 
after  which  time  ninety  degrees  will  be  warm 
enough,  and  by  the  end  of  the  first  week  fiom 
eighty  to  eighty-five  degrees  will  answer  very 
well.  After  the  first  two  or  three  days  it  is 
better  to  regulate  the  temperature  by  the 
action  of  the  little  birds  rather  than  to  run 
exclusively  by  the  thermometer.  That  is,  if 
the  ducklings  seem  happy  and  squat  down 
contentedly  in  the  hover,  they  are  warm 
enough  and  satisfied.  If,  however,  they 
bunch  together  and  cry,  they  need  more  heat; 
while  a  disposition  to  push  out  from  under 
the  hover  indicates  too  great  heat,  and  it 
should  be  reduced  to  a  point  which  will  draw 
them  well  under  cover. 

In  times  past,  all  sorts  of  mixtures  and  all 
kinds  of  fussing  have  been  recommended  in 
feeding  young  ducks.  The  biggest  and  best 
breeders  at  the  present  day,  however,  do  very 
little  fussing,  and  the  food  mixtures  are  ot  the 
plainest  kind.  I  have  found  a  mixture  of  two- 
thirds  wheat  bran  and  one-third  meal,  with  a 
handful  of  fine  gravel  or  sand  mixed  in,  for 
the  first  two  or  three  days,  sufficient  for  ail 
their  needs.  If  skim  or  whole  milk  is  easy  to 
get,  it  may  be  used  to  moisten  this  mixture  to 
a  crumbly  cousistency;  otherwise,  either  hot 
or  cold  water  will  answer.  I  frequently 
break  raw  eggs  into  the  grain,  in  a  proportion 
of  two  eggs  to  one  quart  of  the  dry  grain. 
This  must  be  thoroughly  mixed  in  order  that 
it  may  not  be  too  pasty  or  sticky.  After  the 
first  three  days  I  omit  the  sand  or  gravel,  and 
by  the  fifth  day  begin  to  feed  a  slight  propor- 
tion of  beef  scrap.  This  proportion  may  be 
gradually  increased  until,  at  two  weeks  old, 
they  are  getting  five  per  cent  of  beef  scrap;  at 
three  weeks  old  their  food  should  be  one-half 
bran,  one-hal.f  meal,  and  about  seven  per  cent 
of  the  whole  mixture  beef  scrap.  Gradually 
increase  the  animal  matter  until  at  five  weeks 
they  are  having  fifteen  per  cent.  This  propor- 
tion may  be  carried  until  killing  time,  which, 
under  ordinary  conditions,  should  be  at  ten 
weeks,  when  they  should  weigh  from  ten  to 
twelve  pounds  per  pair,  with  an  average  of 
ten  aud  three-foui  ths  to  eleven  pounds. 

Early  hatched  ducklings  will  require  brooder 
heat  for  practically  the  whole  ten  weeks.  At 
least,  they  will  have  to  have  houses  that  are 
slightly  warmed,  even  after  feathering,  or  too 
much  ol  the  food  consumed  will  have  to  go 
toward  making  heat  instead  of  flesh.  After 
the  warm  spriug  months  come  the  birds  will 
re(|uire  less  heat,  and  after  the  first  of  May, 
probably  fourteen  to  twenty  days  will  be  all 
the  hover  heat  they  will  need.  After  that 
time  a  house  dry  and  free  from  drafts  will 
meet  every  requirement.  It  must  be  kept 
sweet  and  clean,  however,  aud  it  becomes 
necessary  to  keep  continually  at  the  cleaning. 

Dry  planer  shavings  make  the  best  litter  for 
the  floor  for  both  old  and  young  stock.  Saw- 
dust is  fairly  good,  but  mixes  too  readily  with 
the  food  of  the  young  birds.  Straw  and  gravel 
are  both  bad,  as  they  become  wet  quickly  and 
are  slow  to  dry.  Whatever  material  is  used, 
it  must  be  kept  dry  or  disaster  will  follow. 
Keep  drinking  water,  grit,  and  shell  by  the 
young  birds  at  all  hours.  Have  the  water 
suppiv  so  they  can  get  to  it  night  and  day. 
This  will  save  undue  thirst  and  the  loss  of 
many  of  the  birds  by  the  trampling  and  wet- 
ting which  comes  after  being  shut  away  from 
the  w-ater  for  any  length  ot  lime.  Standing  in 
a  brooder  building  any  moonlight  night  one 
can  see  a  constant  procession  of  little  birds 
gointr  to  and  from  the  water  cau,  aud  this  in 


itself  is  proof  of  the  need  of  it  being  there. 
While  the  production  of  market  birds  is  almost 
wholly  artificial,  there  are  certain  natural 
characteristics  which  must  be  taken  into 
account  if  success  is  to  be  reached. 

The  breeding  aud  raising  of  geese  calls  for 
altogether  diflereut  treatment  than  ducks,  the 
necessary  conditions  being  very  dissimilar. 
While  the  ducks  will  do  fairly  well  when 
closely  confined  iu  yards  and  fed  such  green 
food  as  they  have,  geese  will  not  thrive  if 
kept  in  this  manner.  The  breeding  birds  need 
a  large,  practically  free,  green  range,  and  if 
well  watered  either  by  pools  or  streams,  the 
breeding  results  will  be  much  more  satisfactory 
than  if  the  runs  are  unwatered.  Breeding 
geese  require  very  little  grain  food.  Through 
the  winter  they  should  be  fed  largely  on  vege- 
table foods.  Cabbage,  turnips,  beets,  cut 
clover  and  other  vegetable  matter  may  be  fed 
freely,  together  with  considerable  bran  and 
oats.  Corn  and  corn  meal  are  too  fattening, 
and  should  be  fed  sparingly  even  iu  the  coldest 
weather. 

Very  little  shelter  is  required.  A  rough 
shed,  free  from  extreme  drafts  is  all  that  is 
absolutely  necessary.  The  floor  should  be 
kept  well  littered  with  some  dry  material, 
and  cleanliness  iu  this  respect  will  add  much 
to  the  health  and  worth  of  the  birds.  While 
they  will  endure  much  filth  and  ill  treatment 
and  still  live,  it  is  not  the  proper  way  to  keep 


generally  well  fertilized.  The  young  are 
strong  and  hardy,  and  grow  quickly  to  a  size 
which  is  well  suited  to  the  market  demand. 
The  principal  objection  to  the  young  of  this 
variety  comes  from  the  fact  that  they  are  at 
most  stages  liberally  covered  with  colored  pin 
feathers  and  down,  which  serve  to  mar  the 
value  of  the  carcass  for  high  class  family 
trade. 

The  Embden  unites  the  good  qualities  of 
the  Toulouse  and  the  Africaii,  while  it  is 
without  their  failings.  The  mature  birds  are 
a  beautiful  clear  white,  with  flesh-colored  bill 
aud  legs.  They  are  of  medium  size  and  weight. 
The  females  are  good  layers.  The  young  are 
strong  aud  quick  growers,  and,  being  without 
dark  i>in  feathers  and  down,  they  dress  clean 
aud  white  at  any  age  from  the  egg  up.  The 
carcass  is  very  much  more  tempting,  and  will 
sell  more  quickly  to  fastidious  customers.  The 
quality  of  the  flesh  is  about  the  same  iu  all 
three.  Probably  no  one  could  detect  any 
difl'erence  either  in  tenderness  or  flavor.  The 
Embden  and  Toulouse  are  more  tractable  and 
easy  to  manage  than  the  African,  which  is  the 
movt  pugnacious  of  the  three  breeds.  The 
treatment  and  feeding  should  be  the  same 
with  either  breed. 

The  goslings  when  hatched  are  sturdy, 
strong  little  fellows,  who  from  the  start  look 
life  straight  ia  the  eye,  and  w-ho  are  disposed 
to  put  forth  every  effort  toward  liviug  as  long 


to  stores  of  grit  and  shell,  and  their  treatment 
in  this  respect  should  be  identical  with  that  of 
the  ducks.  While  not  so  timid  iu  disposition 
as  ducks,  they  should  be  kept  free  from  dis- 
turbance, and  all  possible  pains  taken  to  keep 
them  contented  and  happy;  contentmeut 
means  growth,  aud  growtljmeans  profit. 

Both  the  ducks  aud  geese  should  be  dry 
picked  for  the  >'ew  England  market.  They 
should  be  shipped  with  heads  on  aud  undrawn. 
The  wings  need  to  be  picked  only  to  the  first 
joint,  and  should  be  tied  close  to  the  sides  of 
the  body  with  good  stout  white  twine.  They 
are  killed  by  slicking  in  the  roof  of  the 
mouth,  and  the  picking  should  begin  immedi- 
ately after  killing.  The  down  may  be  rubbed 
ofl"  with  the  fingers,  which  have  been  wet  in  a 
pan  of  water  which  is  ke^l  nearby  for  that 
purpose.  Such  pin  feathers  as  are  started 
should  be  shaved  oft"  wMth  a  sharp  knife — an 
ordinary  shoe  knife  is  most  commonly  used 
for  this  purpose.  After  the  picking  is  com- 
pleted the  wings  are  closely  tied,  the  carcass 
should  be  thrown  into  a  tank  or  barrel  of 
cold  water,  where  it  should  remain  for  one  or 
two  hours,  after  which  the  blood  should  be 
rinsed  from  the  mouth  and  body,  and  it 
should  then  be  packed  in  another  barrel  and 
covered  with  ice  aud  water  in  warm  weather, 
or  very  cold  water  in  cold  weather.  This 
removes  the  animal  heat,  hardens  the  flesh, 
and  adds  materially  to  the  worth  of  its  appear- 
ance. When  ready  to  ship  they  may  be 
packed  in  boxes  or  barrels,  and  if  to  be"  sent 
any  distance  when  the  weather  is  at  all  warm, 
they  should  be  covered  with  cracked  ice  in 
sutiicient  quantities  to  last  throughout  the 
journey.  It  should  be  always  borne  in  mind 
that  care  iu  dressing  aud  honesty  iu  packing 
will  be  more  profitaljle  than  any  attempt  to 
run  in  inferior  stock  prepared  in  a  slipshod 
manner. — Gi:o.  H.  POLLAKI^.  in  Rhode  Island 
State  Board  of  Agriculture  Report,  1902. 

2000  R.  I.  REDS, 

IMPROVED  STOCK. 

COCKKKEI.S  ami   I'l  LI.KTS  S1.30  to  S6. 

lUL'Ul.t;Uor  c^ns  iu  ^-t-ason.  :i  >|n-cialiv. 

F.  W.C.  ALMY,  Tiverton  4'Corg.,  K.  I. 

FOR  SALE 

TwLiity  vigorous,  standanl  bred  vearliup 
•  ■ihIv-  iii.ni  pr')Iifir  laving  ^truiu^  in  aud  Siufile 

Ilarri.-'!  ami  While  K<>cks  al  half  prire.  Choice 
\r:n  linLr  heus  fur  bn-eilers.  One  \u-u  of  5>.  C.  W. 
i,.-i,)iMi  iis  at  a  jrreat  sacrifice  to  uiakc  room  for  1000 
•^[■•'■^viii^  chicks. 

I>lU>KO  FAKW,    Addison    Kidffe,  Maine, 

CHICK  MANNA 

"makes a  certainty  of  raisincchicka  af  terhatcliincrthem. 
Try  a  little  and  we  will  seilyou  more.  lib.  bymall.'iTO; 
5  lbs.  by  express.  4Cc;  60  lb  case,  freigtitor  express.  84-20: 
(M:eta=,  asclxhey  Get 


INCUBATOR  CELLAK  OF  W.  H.  POtKINGHORN,  HOtHKOOK,  MASS. 

This  cellai-  is  walled  with  stone  below  the  ground,  and  the  frame  above  sheathed  bi>th  inside  aud  out  with 
■•  box  boards,"  the  outside  beius;  then  covered  with  Kubeioid  roofluf;.  The  ground  dimensions  are  12  x  12  /t. 


them,  and  such  shiftless  treatment  is  sure  to 
result,  as  it  properly  should,  iu  decreased 
profits. 

The  birds  generally  mate  in  February,  and 
at  this  time  such  birds  as  are  to  be  mated 
together  should  be  shut  apart  from  the  others. 
It  is  usual  to  mate  one  male  with  from  two  to 
four  females,  according  to  the  individuals. 
Generally  more  than  four  females  will  result 
in  poor  hatches.  They  need  to  be  kept  con- 
fined together  only  a  few  days;  say,  for  a 
week  or  a  fortnight,  and  after  this  time  may 
be  allowed  to  run  at  large  with  other  flocks. 
Difltrent  breeds  may  generally  be  allowed  to 
run  together  without  any  danger  of  mixture, 
as  the  birds  mate  for  the  season,  and  usually 
after  mating  do  not  change. 

There  has  been  considerable  question  as  to 
which  is  the  best  breed  for  general  purposes. 
The  three  breeds  which  have  the  strongest 
following  are  the  Toulouse,  African,  and  the 
Embden.  Each  of  these  has  its  special  vir- 
tues. The  Toulouse  is  the  largest  of  the 
three  and  produces  a  very  strong  and  quick- 
growing  gosling.  Owing  to  its  great  size, 
however,  it  is  longer  in  reachiug  maturity, 
aud  when  fully  matured  is  too  large  to  suit 
the  best  trade  in  the  New  England  market. 
The  female  produces  a  fair  number  of  eggs, 
aud  on  the  whole,  the  breed  .is  easily  managed 
and  is  profitable. 

The  African  is  a  smaller  bird,  is  darker  in 
plumage,  and  enjoys  the  distinction  of  being 
the  hardest  to  dress  of  any  of  the  breeds. 
There  is  a  common  saying  that  the  feathers 
grow  through  and  clinch  on  the  inside  of  the 
skin.  The  amateur  picker  when  first  trying 
to  dress  one  will  be  very  apt  to  coincide  with 
this  ex])ressiou.  The  female  is  the  best  layer 
of  the  three  breeds  mentioned.  The  eggs  are 
of  a  fair  size,  and  under  proper  treatment  are 


as  possible.  The  eggs  may  be  hatched  under 
hens  or  in  incubators.  Generally  the  hatching 
results  in  incubators  are  not  all  that  might  be 
desired  ;  this,  doubtless,  from  the  fact  that  the 
shells  are  very  thick  and  hard,  and  that  they 
are  apt  to  get  too  little  ventilation  and  too  dry 
to  hatch  well.  AVhere  the  average  number  of 
breeders  are  kept,  we  shoukl  counsel  hatching 
with  hens  rather  than  by  either  the  incubator 
or  the  geese.  The  goslings  require  very  little 
attention,  except  for  the  first  day  or  two, 
when  they  should  be  kept  dry  and  warm,  and 
they  may  be  brooded  by  the  hens  or  arti- 
ficially. 

In  either  case,  if  given  fair  attention,  they 
will  grow  at  a  rate  which  is  altogether  sur- 
prising. They  need  plenty  of  green  food,  and 
soft,  tender  grass,  rye,  or  other  growing 
grains  should  be  freely  fed.  A  good  green 
run  is  really  one  of  the  necessary  aids  to  the 
proper  growth  of  young  goslings.  While 
many  old  timers  disbelieve  in  the  feeding  of 
grain  to  the  young  liirds,  we  strongly  urge 
that  they  be  fed  regularly  three  or  four  times 
a  day  as  much  as  they  will  eat  of  a  mixture 
similar  to  that  which  is  fed  to  the  young 
ducks.  This,  in  addition  to  the  green  range, 
will  cause  a  growth  which  will  astonish  the 
natives  aud  yield  a  profit  to  the  producer. 
They  are  ready  to  kill  when  the  first  flight 
feathers  are  grown,  aud  should  be  full  fed  at 
that  time  with  corn,  corn  meal,  and  beef 
scrap.  Comparatively  few  producers  kill 
and  market  .their  own  geese.  The  great 
majority  sell  to  the  market  dealers,  who 
gather  the  young,  and  after  carting  them  to 
some  central  point,  fatten,  dress,  and  market 
them  in  large  numbers. 

The  younu;  as  well  as  the  old  need  free  access 

V.VLI.KV  K.VKiM,    HAKKKD  KOCKS. 

WHITK  KOCKS,  HOUDANS,  KGGS. 


Gape  Worm 
Extraetore'j 
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'  (  Silver,"'  ioS  * 
POULTRY  SUPPLIES  of  every  kind,    all  de- 
scribed in  ourillu^trated  eatalopue  ,-entfreeonrequest. 

JOHNSON  &  STOKES, 
827-229  Market  St.,  PHILADELPHIA. 

Don't  Wait 

If  you  want  our  Breeders. 

10-5  have  jiist  liecn  f<.M  U)  a  party  in  R.  I. 

W.  WYAXDOTTES. 

THE  iOl  EGG  STRAIN 

B.  PLY.  ROCKS, 

Few  equals  Iiul  none  better.    Send  for  circular:  it 
^.'ives  full  partieuhirs. 
E.  li.  PULSIFER  &  SON,  Natick,  Mass. 

THROW  PEARL  TO  POULTRY 

and  Watch  Results. 

Pearl  Grit 

.    135  Pounds,  Freisbt  Prepaid,  for  a  One  Dollar  Bill. 
THE  OHIO  MARBLE  CO.,     PIQUA,  OHIO. 


To  get  baigalns  iu  ISarred  I'lymouili  Hocks  and  S.  C. 
Hrowu  Leghorns  of  llie  same  blood  as  Pan-American, 
IMiiladelphia,  Boslou  and  New  York  winners  at 
reduced  prices,  llaviutr  lialchet!  more  chickens  lhan 
ever  before,  must  make  room  for  them. 

Good  breedinj;  trios  at  S(i,SS,  aud  $12.  I,arf:<-  orders 
a  mailer  of  correspouUcnce.  llluslraud  catalogue 
-  free. 

GROVE  HILL  POULTRY  YARDS, 

BoK  401,  Waltham,  Mass. 

WILLIASI  ELLEKV  liUlOill,  liTop, 
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ROUND  ABOUT. 


The  Poultry   Business  as  a  Stepping  Stone  —  New 
Developments  in  Business  —  What  Some  People 
are  Doing. 


JIONG  poultry  keep, 
ers  there  are  miiiiy 
who  have  engaged  in 
it  for  health,  and 
with  the  idea  that 
their  connectiou  with 
it  would  continue  for 
only  a  few  years. 
Some  of  these  will  drop  out  as  per  schedule, 
some  ahead  of  schedule  time,  and  some  will 
either  like  it  so  well  or  iiud  their  stakes  so 
deep  that  they  will  remain  plain  poultrymen 
indefinitely.  Not  a  few  of  those  who  become 
interested  In  poultry  keeping  anticipate  that 
some  day  they  will  retire  on  a  compe- 
tence; but  did  any  one  ever  go  into  poultry 
keeping  with  the  idea  that  it  would  prove  a 
stepping  stone  to  desirable  things  outside  of 
poultrydom?  Yet  that  is  what  in  the  end  it 
proved  to  be  to  one  capable  and  popular  poul- 
tryman,  Geo.  H.  Pollard. 

Mr.  Pollard's  capacity  as  a  business  poultry- 
man  and  his  standing  among  poultrymen  so 
impressed  Mr.  Curtis  of  the  Cyphers  Incuba- 
tor Co.,  that  when  a  New  England  agent  was 
wanted  Mr.  Pollard  was  ottered  the  place. 
That  was  onlv  three  vears  ago.   After  about 


ing  the  idea  that  the  poultry  business  is  a 
cemetery  of  larger  business  ambition. 

That  little  sermon  has  been  in  and  on  my 
mind  ever  since  some  six  weeks  ago  when  I 
spent  a  day  at  Eiiypt,  Mass.,  with  friends  and 
fellow  poultrymen,  Geo.  H.  Pollard  and  A.  C. 
Smith.  Mr.  Pollard  is  general  superintendent 
of  the  large  estate  of  Mr.  T.  W.  Lawson,  the 
copper  ktng,  at  that  place,  and  Mr.  Smith,  as 
has  been  noted  in  our  news  columns,  has 
charge  of  the  poultry  there.  Poultry  is  one 
of  the  least  of  Mr.  Lawson's  many  interests, 
but  with  the  farm  and  stock  immediately  in 
charge  of  so  capable  a  poultryman  and  fan- 
cier as  Mr.  Smith,  and  with  another  poultry- 
man  of  the  Pollard  stamp  in  higher  author- 
ity, it  is  safe  to  predict  that  the  poultry 
department  will  in  time  reflect  fully  as  much 
credit  on  the  estate  as  it  could  possibly  draw 
from  it. 

There  are  virtually  two  poultry  plants  here. 
There  is  one  fancy  plant  with  costly  houses 
and  elaborate  fittings  which  is  a  part  of  the 
elaborately  planned  establishment  which  sur- 
rounds the  summer  residence  of  the  copper 
magnate.  Then  on  a  farm  a  little  distance 
away  is    the  regular  breeding  and  poultry 
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A  CHEAP  HOUSE  FOK  FIFTY  FOWES. 


This  is  a  reproduction  of  a  pliuto.  lakeu  ou  the  poult  ry  fai 
The  ground  dimeusious  o£  ilie  house  are  16  x  16 IL.  Side^  ft 


a  year  and  a  half  in  the  New  England  otBce 
Mr.  Pollard  was  transferred  to  the  main  oflice 
of  the  company  to  a  position  of  greater 
responsibility  and  importance.  Hardly  had 
the  transfer  been  made  when  he  was  ofifered 
a  position  with  a  salary  quite  beyond  the 
ambitions  of  the  rest  of  us,  and  that  a  position 
where  skill  as  a  poultryman  and  special  expe- 
rience in  the  incubator  business  counted  for 
little  except  as  they  were  manifestations  of 
good  sense  and  sound  judgment.  It  was  with- 
out doubt  these  qualities  and  a  reputation  for 
whole  hearted  fidelity  to  employers'  interests 
that  finally  put  the  lucrative  position  he  now 
holds  in  Mr.  Pollard's  way. 

The  poultry  world  is  big,  and  is  a  part  of  a 
still  bigger  world.  There  are  many  men  of 
important  atTairs  in  the  bigger  world  who 
have  an  interest  for  business  or  pleasure  in 
poultry.  A  man  who  is  faithful,  capable  and 
energetic  comes  to  be  known  of  these  men, 
and  sometimes  when  he  least  expects  it, 
through  their  acquaintance  his  opportunities 
are  greatly  enlarged.  More  than  one  aspiring 
young  poultryman  has  found  his  ambitions 
blocked  by  the  fears  of  parents  and  friends, 
that  to  engage  in  poultry  culture  was  in  one 
sense  to  ostracise  oneself  in  the  business  sense, 
to  forever  put  oneself  out  of  the  way  of  any 
further  advancement  than  the  poultry  business 
itself  offered.  These  it  must  be  admitted, 
while  not  to  be  despised,  are  not  so  highly 
attractive  as  some  of  the  big  prizes  of  the 
bigger  world.  The  young  man  ol>liged  to 
defend  his  poultry  ambitions,  may  triumph- 
antly point  to  Mr.  Pollard  as  in  person  refut- 


ot  Mr.  Walter  Blauchard,  Holbrooli,  Mass. 
lisLaiiee  to  ]ieak  8  ft. 

producing  plant  which  will  be  an  entirely 
new  plant  built  in  conformity  with  the  judg- 
ment of  the  aforesaid  interested  poultrymen. 
And  you  may  be  sure  that  this  will  be  in  every 
sense  of  the  w-ord  a  working  poultry  plant,  a 
little  better  in  construction  than  the  average 
poultryman  would  make  it,  for  the  proprietor 
will  have  none  of  the  economies  which  the 
average  poultryman  feels  he  must  make  even 
though  he  would  rather  not,  but  withal  a  plant 
built  primarily  for  work.  • 

The  only  one  of  the  farm  poultry  buildings 
up  at  the  time  of  my  call  was  a  long  brooder 
house,  which  still  lacked  something  of  com- 
pletion. The  most  pressing  work  was  to  pro- 
vide a  suitable  water  supply,  and  make  the 
farm  house  ready  for  the  superintendent's 
occupancy.  I  presume  that  ere  this  that  work 
is  all  done,  and  the  laying  out  of  the  poultry 
plant  well  under  way.  Meantime  the  young 
chicks  are  coming  along  in  such  places  as  could 
be  found  for  them,  and  by  the  time  the  build- 
ings are  ready  there  will  be  a  full  supply  of 
stock  for  them. 

It  is  altogether  likely  that  the  plant  on  this 
farm  will  furnish  some  good  practical  ideas 
for  poultrymen.  At  any  rate  I  think  it  worth 
a  visit  of  exploration  as  soon  as  it  is  near 
enough  completed  to  make  description. 


A  dozen  years  ago  it  was  still  an  open  ques- 
tion, even  with  some  poultrymen,  whether 
eggs  for  hatching  would  give  reasonably  satis- 
factory results  after  a  railroad  journey.  The 
egg  trade  developed  so  fast  that  the  question 
seemed  to  answer  itself.     That  trade  has 


Gold  Medal  and  Highest  Award  at  Pan-American,  October,  1901, 
Were  Placed  on 

The  CYPHERS  INCUBATOR 

■  Time  and  time  again  the  Cyphers  360-egg  machine  in  the  hands  of  our  customers  has  hatched 
upwards  of  300  chicks  from  360  untested  eggs.  Allowing  ten  chicks  to  the  hen,  it 
would  take  thirty  hens  to  hatch  300  chicks. 

THE  EVIDENCE. 

•'My  largest  hatch  was  345  chicks  out  of  360  esffs.  ' — J.  F.  Ramsey, 
Mortonville,  Pa, 

"I  got  305  chicks  out  of3l8  fertile  eggs."— Edw.Sharpe.Genoa.N.Y. 
"I  hatched  314  chicks  out  of  my  360-egg  Cyphers." — Herman 
Friedl.  Haskell,  Ind. 

"From  360  eggs  we  have  hatched  317  of  the  brightest,  strongest 
chicks  1  ever  saw.*' — Frank  B.  Taylor,  Prompton,  Pa. 

"From  my  No.  3  Cyphers,  holding  360eggs,  we  hatched  311  chicks." 
— L.  R.  Hobart,  Lake  Crystal,  Minn. 

•■Out  of  our  largest  size  incubator  I  hatched  314  good,  healthy 
chicks."— H.  Murr,  Gordonville,  Pa. 

"My  incubator  holds  360  e-J'gs  and  from  one  loading  I  got  301 
chicks."— Jas.  C.  Myers.  Oakes,  Pa. 

"OnehatchI  obtained  327  strong,  healthy  chicks  from  the  360-egg 
C>phers." — Sprague  Bros.,  Florence,  O. 

Think  of  the  work  and  the  worry  in  caring  for  the  thirty  hens  it 
would  require  to  hatch  300  chickens,  ten  to  each  hen!  ITive  mliiutt 
will  take  perfect  care  of  the  Cyphers  360-egg  incubator— THIS  WE  GUARANTEE. 

Literally  thousands  of  persons  in  every  walk  of  life  are  doing:  as  well  b«  the  few 
above  qnotcd^  and  the  smaller  sizes  of  Cyphers  Incubators  (60,  120  and  220  eggs)  do  precisely  as  good  work  as  this 
largest  size,  on  this  you  can  absolutely  depend.  While  you  are  about  it,  why  not  buy  the  beet  and  know  that  you 
areright?  Illustrative  descriptive  16-pas,'e  circulars,  English,  German  or  Spanish,  free  on  requei^t.  Complete 
catalogue,  180  pages,  8x11  inches,  10  cents  in  stamps  for  postage.  Ask  for  Book  No.  4   and  address  our  nearest  office. 

CHICAGO,  lU-M  325  Dearborn  St. 
K£>V  YOBK,N.Y.,  8  Park  Place. 
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WjpneiS  inCUDaiOr  UOll  boston,  UA^S.,  31  merehanU  Butr. 


grown  to  such  vultime  tbat  it  has  come  to  be 
regai'ded  as  u  lieniiaiieiicy,  aiiJ  a  good  many 
poultrymeu  have  felt  that  they  had  to  sell  eggs 
whether  they  wanted  to  or  uot. 

But  uo  sooner  is  that  question  apparently 
settled  than  another  comes  up,  and  this  new 
one  seems  destined  also  to  answer  itself,  and 
iu  doing  so,  to  make  some  changes  in  the  busi- 
ness. For  a  couple  of  years  people  have  been 
asking  about  shipping  new  hatched  chicks.  A 
few  have  engaged  iu  it.  Information  about  it 
—  iu  detail,  aa  given  iu  the  last  F.-P.,  has  been 
hai-d  to  get.  Still  the  idea  has  grown  and  has 
forced  itself  forward.  The  trade  iu  new 
hatched  chicks  is  here,  and  it  is  here  to  stay 
and  increase.  It  merits  the  consideration  of 
every  one  to  whom  sales  of  eggs  is  now  a 
matter  of  importance,  for  it  is  reasonably 
certain  that  in  the  early  future  there  is  to  be 
more  and  more  demand,  not  only  for  newly 
hatched  chicks,  but  for  chicks  suitable  for 
stock  purposes  at  various  stages  of  growth, 
and  those  who  neglect  this  are  likely  to  find  in 
the  end  that  such  neglect  has  cost  them  some 
business. 

When  at  the  farm  of  C.  F.  Thompson  »t 
Co.,  Lynutield  Center,  Mass.,  a  few  weeks 
ago,  I  learned  that  just  to  see  what  substance 
there  was  in  the  seeming  demand  for  young 
chicks,  they  used  a  trial  advertisement  of 
such.  Orders  immediately  poured  in  on  them 
for  twice  as  much  stock  as  they  could  spare. 
Result  is  that  they  are  already  making  some 
changes  in  their  buildings,  with  a  view  to  sup- 
plying a  large  demand  for  young  chickens 
next  season. 

Another  line  that  promises  to  develop  is  the 
hatching  of  eggs  for  others.  A  few  men  have 
done  more  or  less  of  this  for  a  number  of 
years.  Now  the  demand  on  those  known  to 
be  skillful  iu  the  use  of  incubators  is  increas- 
ing and  becoming  more  general,  and  every 
year  a  larger  number  of  poultrymen  derive 
some  income  by  supplying  this  need  of  less 
skillful  poultry  keepers.  Mr.  W.  H.  Polking- 
horn  told  me  that  he  thought  he  would  soon 
put  in  two  more  incubators  to  run  exclusively 
in  hatching  for  others,  as  he  could  care  for 
these  in  connection  with  what  he  needs  for 
his  own  hatching,  and  hardly  notice  the  dif- 
ference in  time,  while  the  income  from  this  in 
a  season  would  amount  to  a  tidv  little  sum. 


In  the  issue  of  this  paper  lor  June  1,  1900, 
I  gave  an  account  of  "  A  Successful  Farm 
Established  With  Small  Capital,"  the  farm 
descrilied  being  that  of  Mr.  W.  H.  Polking- 
horn,  Holbrook,  Mass.  The  article  attracted 
considerable  attention  at  the  time,  and  has 
'since  Ireen  of  interest  to  many  who  were  con- 
sidering the  possibilities  of  making  a  beginning 
with  very  small  capital.  The  point  of  difter- 
ence  between  Mr.  Polkinghorn  and  nearly  all 
beginners  who  want  to  build  up  from  a  start 
that  is  iu  every  way,  in  stock,  financially,  and 
in  experience,  small,  is  that  he  had  some 
experience,  having  previously  been  associated 
with  his  brother-in-law  in  the  l)usiness,  with  a 
plant  owned  by  the  latter. 

Mr.  Polkinghorn  has  done  something  in  con- 
nection with  the  development  of  his  business 
which  very  few  other  poultrymen  do;  he  has 
kept  accurate  accounts  of  everything.  Thus 
it  is  possible  to  show  from  his  accounts  just 

VALLEY  FARM,    BRONZE  TURKEYS, 
FAVEKOLLES,  BBEEDEKS  -  EGGS. 


and  GAPES  OamAal 

SURELY  uureo 

 by  using  

Rust's  Havens 

Climax  Powder. 

I Seventeen  years  in  use.  Five  sizes,  25c,  SOc,  etc- 
(if  mailed.  40c  and  8Sc).    If  your  dealer  doesnot 
have  it,  send  his  name  and  receive  our  useful 
booklet,  by  mail.  free. 
•Win,  Rust  &  Sons,  Pep'tD,  New  Brunswick,  K.J. 


CATCHES  THEM  COMING  and  GOING 


THE  GREATEST  BOON  to  POULTKY31EIS . 

Practical,  diiiable.  i-Iicaii  ami  rniivenieul.  a  per- 
maneut  tixturc  f<ti-  all  times.  The  spider  or  midge 
louse  cauiiot  e\i^-i  ulit  re  ilii.-^  ^vsl<■nl  is  iu  use. 

■Do  not  put  il  c.ir.  but  -end  foreireular  or  seud  $2.50 
for  trial  dozen,  aixl  he  e'>nviuee»l.  Paleuled. 

SHKADEK  &  BUCK,  Bucyrus,  Ohio. 

DAVIS' 

Blue  Barred  Plym,  Rocks 

Boston,  1902. 

In  the  largest  and  best  show  ever  hebi  in  the  world 
niv  Rocks  won  tlie  niosU  coveted  prize,  FIRST  and 
THIRD  PENS  (14  pens  competing).  I  showed  6 
cock'Is  in  the  open  class,  winning  h  rii>bons  in  llie 
largest  and  best  class  of  cnck'is  ever  shown  at 
Boston— i,oO  cock*ls  being  unplaced). 

At  Haverhill.  ]Mass..  Dec.]0— 13, 1901.  Hawkins  judge, 
I  won  1st  (92i)  and  2d  cock  ;  1st  (94)  and  3d  hen  : 
lst(94(.  3d  and  4th  piiUet  ;  1st  !93)  3d,  3d  and 
4th  c'k'ls,  1st  pen;  Silver  cui»  for  best  display, 
and  mauy  specials. 

At  So.  Franiinghani,  Dec.3— (1, 1901.  I  won  1st  c*k*l. 
1st  cock,  1st  pullet,  1st  pen;  .Silver  cup  for 
best  two  males  and  live  females,  and  Jiilver  cup 
for  best  display  iu  the  wliole  Am.  class. 

Stock  For  Sale 

If  you  want  some  of  my  choice  breeders  write  at 
ouce,  as  I  shall  sell  only  a  limited  number. 

W.  B.  DAVIS,  HaverhiU,  Mass. 
Care  of  Merrimack  Nat.  Bank. 

^  .  ,  ,,  .  " 
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The  Best  Poultry  Fences 
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The  Union  Lock  and  M.  M.  S  f.  ii 
estalsu.Hs  thf\"  !-<-i|iMrf  '"t  \\>M  • 
liaU  the  labor  i"..  .k n  .  \.  : 
pi-ices.  Also  Di'  i  I  h  I "  i.i  ' 
fountains,  lejr  Ijanil  -,  roll  I'  (  ij  1  i  .  .  .  i .  i  ei  s.  clc. 
Circulai's  free.  Cuutavexou  ih-mcn  'mi  iiouiiry  sup- 
plies. GEO.  A,  CHAPIN. 

Ludlow,  MasSs 
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COMBINATION  BEOODEK  HOrSE  OF  C.  I.  NESMITH,  READING,  MASS. 

The  upper  figure  repi  eseiiis  the  Kroiimi  plan.  Below  iliis  is  the  front  elevaiinn.  Tliese  are  drawn  to 
scale  l-li;  iucli  to  tlie  foot.  Of  llie  small  fi'rures,  A  represents  a  cross  section  of  the  piped  siile  of  the 
house:  B.  a  cross  section  of  the  nursery  side.  The  scale  of  these  is  J  inch  to  the  foot.  Compare  these 
with  diagrams  on  page  330. 


exactly  what  it  has  cost  to  build  up  bis  plant, 
aiul  what  the  plaut  has  made  as  it  grew. 
And,  fortunately,  I  have  been  able  to  arrange 
with  Mr.  P.  to  give  Fakm-Pocltrt  a  full 
statement  of  the  cost  of  development  of  his 
plant  and  of  its  earnings.  With  that  article  to 
come  very  soon,  I  thought  it  as  well  to  omit 
from  this  number  the  plot  of  his  plant  which 
I  intended  giving,  and  to  hold  it  as  an  appro- 
priate illustration  to  accompany  his  description 
of  the  growth  of  his  plant. 

3Ir.  Polkinghorn  is  growing  now  about 
4,000  cbickeus  a  year,  and  has  his  plant  so  well 
in  haud  and  giving  such  satisfactory  financial 
returns  that  he  is  able  to  develop  some  of  the 
other  possibilities  of  the  farm,  and  is  also  now 
in  position  to  begin  the  work  of  making  his 
poultry  farm  more  attractive,  of  beautifying 
it.  He  pointed  out  to  me  a  few  of  the  things 
which  were  to  be  done  as  he  had  time.  With 
that  line  of  improvement  started  and  persist- 
ently followed  up,  it  will  be  but  a  few  years 
till  he  will  have  a  farm  that  will  be  pretty  as 
well  as  profitable.  On  the  editorial  page  I 
have  several  times  of  late  expressed  the  opin- 
ion that  the  prices  of  poultry  and  eggs,  while 
exceptionally  good  this  year,  have  not  Tjeen 
good  enough  to  oflset  the  advance  in  the  price 
of  grain.  Mr.  Polkinghorn  tells  me  that  in 
his  case  at  least  this  is  incorrect,  for  his  books 
will  show  a  larger  diflerence  between  cost  of 
feed  and  receipts  for  poultry  this  year  than 
last.    I  hope_that  this  is  the  case  generally. 

Speaking  of  feeding  beef  scrap,  Mr.  P.  told 
me  that  after  careful. experimenting  he  had 
found  that  it  paid  him  when  finishing  off 
chicks  for  market  to  feed  scrap  much  more 
heavily  than  he  had  ever  seen  recommended, 
feeding  often  as  much  as  twenty  per  cent  of 
scrap  in  the  mash.  His  view  is  that  a  rich 
and  highly  concentrated  food  such  as  beef 
scrap  should  be  used  very  sparingly  with 
small  chickens,  and  no  harm  is  done  if  it  is 
entirely  left  out  of  the  ration  for  several 
weeks' :it  first.  But  in  any  case  while  the 
chick  is  still  in  his  bal)y  period  the  ri.-k  of 
overtaxing  the  dige^tive  organs  ought  not  to 
be  taken.  Then  when  the  critical' first  few 
weeks  are  passed,  feed  beef  scrap  more  and 
mote  freely.  The  novice  in  feeding  will 
please  observe  that  if  the  chick  has  not  good 
and  robust  digestion  it  will  not  stand  such 
feeding. 

This  year,  owing  to  the  protracted  indispo- 
sition of  Mr.  Walter  Blanchard,  the  brother- 
in-law  with  whom  Mr.  P.  was  formerly  asso- 
ciated, and  with  whom  he  has  had  an  afraiige- 
meut  by  which  Mr.  Blanchard  supplied  liiin 
eggs  for  liatchiiia,  while  be  gave  Mr.  B.  the 
choice  of  his  pullets  each  year,  Mr.  P.  has 
had  to  give  a  good  deal  of  attention  to  Mr. 
Blanchard's  farm  as  well  a*  hi>  own.  In  dis- 
cussing some  of  the  work  there,  Mr.  P.  called 
my  attention  to  a  mailer  which  ought  to 
interest  Light  Brahma  breeders  who  want  a 
prolitable  outlet  f,^- '  their  cull  stock. 

They  had  ju>t  lualed  up  at  this  farm  120 
Brabma  hens  in  four  flocks  of  15  hens  and  a 
male  eacli,  and  two  flocks  of  30  bens  ami  two 
males  each  to  supply  eggs  for  hatching  soft 
roasters.  For  this  piirpos'e  the  Light  Brahma 
virtually  has  a  monopoJy  of  tbe  trade,  and 
there  are  never  enouirh  eggs  to  supply  the 
summer,  fall  and  winter  demand  at  fifty'cents 
a  dozen.  Brahma  breeilers  who  are  interested 
in  maintaining  the  popularity  of  tlie  Light 
Brahma  ought  toseftoit  that  the  stock  they 
produce  is  stock  of  >uch  <niality  that  the  bird's 
not  available  for  exhibition  and  high  class 
breeding  purposes  are  suitable  for  this  branch 
of  poultry  culture,  for  here  is  a  gpod  outlet 
for  them. 


BUILDING  A  BROODER  HOUSE. 


"  Combination  Brooder  House  "  in  Which  Provision 
is  riade  for  Both  Continuous  Pipe  and  Indi= 
vidual  Systems. 


[HE  GREAT  problem  in 
brooder  house  construc- 
tion still  is,  as  it  has  been 
from  the  first,  to  main- 
tain a  temperature  suffi- 
ciently uniform  to  secure 
""i^^^-^  -  the    chicks    from  the 

effects  of  either  too  much  or  too  little  heat, 
and  at  the  same  time  provide  sufficient  sup- 
plies of  pure  air.  The  latter  part  of  the  prol>- 
lem  is  too  often  neglected,  the  operator 
assuming  that  if  the  temperature  is  right  that 
is  all  that  is  necessary. 

Two  distinct  systems  of  brooding  have  been 
adopted.  In  one  all  the  pens  in  a  long  house 
are  in  part  heated  by  one  set  of  pipes  passing 
through  them  all,  the  space  directly  under  the 
pipes  being  enclosed  by  a  board  cover  resting 
upon  the  pipes,  or  supported  directly  over 
them,  and  by  fringes  depending  from  either 
side  of  this  cover  to  the  floor.  This  enclosure 
is  known  as  the  .'•  hover."  Sometimes  the 
enclosure  is  larger  than  indicated  above,  the 
board  top  of  it  extending  beyond  the  pipes 
are  one  side,  that  side  being  all  boxed  up  and 
the  fringe  permitting  passage  for  the  chicks 
being  only  at  the  outside  of  the  hover. 

In  the  pipe  system  the  heat  is  furnished  by 
a  hot  water  heater  located  either  at  one  end  of 
the  house,  or  in  case  of  a  very  long  house,  in 
the  middle.  Occasionally  two  heaters  are  put 
in,  though  only  one  is  needed  in  use,  that  if 
anything  goes  wrong  \tith  the  heater  in  use 
the  chicks  may  not  run  the  risk  of  damage 
through  chilling.  In  the  other  system, 
detached  or  individual  brooders  are  used, 
each  heated  by  an  oil  lamp.  The  capacity  of 
such  brooders  is  variously  rated  at  from  40  or 
50  to  100  or  125  chicks.  Experts,  however, 
agree  that  the  smaller  numbers  represent 
more  accurately  the  size  of  flock  advisable. 
These  detached  brooders  are  made  in  a  great 
variety  of  patterns  with  a  range  of  price  from 
85  to  *25. 

.Some  are  made  to  use  outdoors  without  addi- 
tional cover,  some  to  be  u.sed  iudoors.  Of 
indoor  brooders,  some  are  especially  adapted 
to  use  in  deiached  brooder  houses,  which  after 
the  chicks  are  weaned  from  the  brooder,  may 
be  used  for  them  until  grown;  others  are 
adapted  to  use  side  by  side  in  a  long  house. 
Some  may  be  used  either  way.  The  accom- 
panying diagrams  illu^t^ate  a  brooder  house 
used  on  the  farm  of  C.  I.  Xesmith, at  Beading, 
JIass.  This  was  originally  a  pipe  brooder 
house  throughout,  but  was  subsequently 
changed,  the  pipes  being  removed  from  half 
of  the  bouse  and  imlividual  brooders  substi- 
tuted. This  was  because  of  the  difficulty  in 
keeping  the  youngest  chicks  warm  enough 
iHider  the  pipes. 

The  house  is  14  .ft.  wide  by  140  ft.  long, 
with  4  ft.  walk  extending  the  entire  length  iu 


the  rear.  The  east  half  of  the  house  contains 
13  pens  each  5  ft.  wide,  the  other  5  ft.  of  space 
being  used  for  the  heater.  As  originally 
built  the  partition  between  the  pens  and  the 
walk  was  placed  over  the  front  edge  of  the 
hover,  thus  leaving  the  brooder  iu  the  passage. 

The  hovers,  too,  in  the  original  construction 
extended  beyond  the  pipes  on  the  side  next  the 
walk.  After  being  used  in  this  way  for  some 
years,  the  hovers  were  changed  to  enclose  only 
the  space  under  the  pipes,  the  uncovered 
space  next  the  walk  now  being  used  for  feed- 
ing soft  food,  grit,  charcoal,  and  the  like, 
while  that  part  of  each  pen  between  the  hover 
and  the  window  is  covered  with  fine  litier  iu 
which  small  grain  is  fed.  To  suit  this  new 
arrangement  the  partition,  which  is  entirely  of 
gates,  two  to  each  pen,  has  been  moved  to  the 
line  of  the  walk. 

That  is  why  two  supports  are  shown  in  the 
cross  section  of  this  part  of  the  house.  One  is 
all  that  is  needed,  but  it  was  not  thought 
advisable  when  the  alterations  were  made  to 
disturb  the  studs  supporting  the  roof,  particu- 
larly as  they  were  too  short  to  use  where  the 
gates  are  now  hung.  For  convenience  in 
work,  the  walk  is  one  foot  below  the  level  of 
the  brooder  pen  floors. 

Ill  the  nursery  half  of  the  house  are  twenty- 
eight  individual  brooders  elevated  from  the 
floor,  and  with  walk  iu  front  of  the  pens  as 
well  as  in  the  rear.  Tbe  construction  of  this 
liart  of  the  house  is  better  seen  in  the  plan  on 
page  330,  which  is  drawn  to  a  larger  scale. 

The  object  of  elevating  the  pens  from  the 
floor  was  threefold  :  —  To  bring  them  where 
they  would  get  th^  sun  from  the  roof  win- 
dows; to  get  the  brooders  up  from  the  floor, 
thus  securing  belter  ventilation ;  and  to  make 
it  easier  to  care  for  them,  the  stooping  over 
required  when  brooders  are  on  the  floor  being 
eliminated. 

The  plan  given  on  page  330  was  supposed  to 
be  an  improvement  on  Mr.  Xesmith's  house, 
after  which  it  was  modeled.  The  principal 
differences  between  them  were  that  the  later 
built  house  was  higher,  with  the  roof  win- 
dows down  close  to  the  eaves,  and  that  instead 
of  having  pipes  along  the  rear  wall  only,  as  in 
the  Xesmith  hou>e,  it  bad  three  pipes  along 
the  rear  wall,  and  three  in  front  just  under 
the  windows.  Also  in  the  pipe  system  side  of 
this  house  the  pens  were  narrower. 

The  front  wall  of  Mr.  X.'s  house  is  3  ft.  6 
iu.  high,  the  rear  wall  5  ft.  6  iu.  high  (^above 
the  grouud  level).  The  roof  has  a  long  pitch 
forward,  and  a  short  pitch  Imck,  but  Mr.  X. 
says  that  if  he  were  building  again  he  would 
make  two  pitches  more  nearly  equal,  as  the 
great  fault  of  his  house,  and  especially  of  the 
Bur^ery  half  now  is  that  it  caunot  be  kept  coo] 
enough  on  a  warm  day ,  and  therefore  i?  almost 
useless  for  late  spring  and  early  summer  chicks. 


Whether  tbe  other  plan  really  posses>ed  the 
points  of  superiority  claimed  for  it,  has  uot  yet 
been  determined  :  the  man  who  built  it  unfor- 
tunately became  involved  in  copper  specula- 
tion, was  forced  into  bankruptcy,  and  since 
that  time  the  plant  has  stood  idle,  or  at  any 
rate  it  was  still  unoccupied  at  last  accounts. 

As  the  reader  will  infer  from  tbe  fact  that 
in  both  of  these  plans  additional  heat  to  that 
in  the  brooders  is  furnished,  the  general 
experience  of  brooder  operators  has  been  that 
in  large  houses  where  there  is  considerable 
wall  surface  exposed  to  the  north,  and  quite  a 
large  glass  surface  in  the  south  side,  it  is 
necessary  to  partially  heat  the  house,  besides 
heating  the  brooders  to  the  degree  required 
for  the  chicks.  If  this  is  not  done,  it  is  found 
difficult,  and  at  times  impossible,  to  keep  the 
chicks  warm  enough  in  extreme  cold  weather. 

Mr.  Nesmith's  house  is  built  on  a  very  light 
frame,  2x3  stuff,  with  studs  and  rafters  cor- 
responding to  the  divisions  of  the  pens,  that 
is,  5  ft.  apart.  This  frame  is  sheathed  with 
inch  boards.  When  fir^t  built  the  house  was 
covered  with  building  paper.  When  that 
began  to  show  the  wear  it  was  covered  with 
shingles. 


'Tis  not  how  you  want  the  public  to  think, 
but  how  the  public  already  thinks,  that  must 
be  carefully  considered  in  dashing  ofl'thead. 
message.—  Wh  He's  Sayings. 

Man's  Isslon  on  Eait 

ITIedical  Book  Free. 

"Know  Thyself."   a  book  for  men  only, 
regular  price  50  cents,  will  be  sent  free  (sealed 

rjstpaidi  to  any  male  reader  of  this  paper, 
cents  for  postapre.  Address  the  Peabodj' 
9IedicaI  lustitnte,  4  Bulflnch  street, 
Boston,  Mass.,  established  in  1S60,  the  oldest 
and  best  in  America.  Write  to-day  for  free 
book.  ••  The  Key  to  Health  and  Happiness."' 
CniTflQ'C  linf  C  For  40  years  the  Pcalxxiy 
tUII  Un  O  nU  I  L  Medical  Institute  has  lieen 
a  fixed  fact,  and  it  will  lemain  so.  It  is  as  stand* 
ard  as  American  Gold. 

The  Peabody  Medical  Institute  has  nmn? 
imitators,  but  no  equals. — Boston  Herald. 


A  Book  BeautifuL 

I'.  n't  Toii  want  the  most  beauti- 
(.ul  caiftln^ruo  ever  issued  by 
an  incubator  Co.  The 

Prairie  State  Incubator  Company 

bave  it.  50  lull  pa^re  tinted  plates, 
4  beautiful  orii^'iiial  paintings, 
over  7uO  half  tone  illastrations. 
^Ve  ?e=ij  it  (it*.  VTriWMonc*.  A»k  for  cU^ 
IccT^cNa&i.  The  best  icmtiMOT  Bad  the  best 

PrairleStatelncb,  Co.,  HomerClty,  Pa. 


PBflmiE  STBTE I 


Incubators 
JOS,  BRECK  &  SONS, 

47  to  54  N.  Market  St., 

UOSTON,  MASS. 

Tiifv  are  New  En;:lalid  sellM»;r  ujielits. &h<.w 
.1  full"  liue  of  tiie  I'r-.iine  Slate  IN'CUBA- 
TOKS  and  KliOODIiMiS,  and  will  mail 
c-ata!o£rue  FREE  an  j  'juote  fact«'r>"  prices. 
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Blue  Andalusians  or  Buff  Wyan 
dottes — Which  Would  be  More 
Profitable? 


=.DITOR  Farm-Poultry  :— 
I  wish  to  ask  your  advice 
on  a  matter  which  seems 
difficult  for  me  to  decide.  I 
have  been  raising  poultry 
ill  a  small  way  for  several 
years,  and  have  been  breed- 
ing Blue  Andalusians  principally.  1  like  the 
breed  very  much.  I  find  them  first  class  lay- 
ers, and  beautiful  in  plumage,  somewhat 
difficult  to  breed  to  a  high  standard,  with 
proper  lacing,  etc.,  but  not  more  so  than  some 
other  breeds. 

Ifow  at  some  future  time  I  may  engage 
somewhat  extensively  in  the  poultry  business, 
(working  up  gradually),  principally  for  eggs, 
and  also  for  fancy  stock.  What  is  troubling 
me  now  is  this :  Of  course  there  are  more  or 
less  culls  in  any  variety  that  have  to  go  to 
market  every  year;  also  extra  cockerels  and 
old  hens;  and  while  the  Andalusians  are 
splendid  eating,  yet  not  being  as  large  as  the 
Kocks  or  Wyandottes,  not  as  much  would  be 
realized  for  them. 

1  am  undecided  between  the  Andalusians 
and  Buff  Wyandottes,  and  while  I  am  satis- 
lied  that  the  Wyandottes  are  good  layers,  and 
probably  a  little  better  winter  layers  than  the 
Andalusians,  still  I  thiuk  that  for  the  whole 


That  seems  a  rather  hard  proposition  to  put 
before  a  man  who  if  going  into  poultry  keep- 
ing on  a  business  scale  would  not  take  either 
of  the  breeds  in  question.  Not  that  they  are 
not  good 'breeds,  or  that  one  could  not  get 
both  pleasure  and  profit  out  of  either  of  them. 
But  as  Mr.  G.  well  says,  the  matter  must  be 
considered  in  all  its  bearings,  aud  so  consider- 
ing It  I  thiuk  we  shall  find  that  both  of  these 
breeds  are  aksonie  points  at  a  disadvantage  as 
compared  with  some  others  not  in  any  respect 
inferior  to  them.  For  exhibition  and  stock 
purposes  neither  Blue  Andalusians  nor  Buff 
Wyandottes  can  be  classed  among  the  best 
sellers;  but  as  between  the  two  the  Buff 
Wyandotte  is  most  decidedly  in  the  lead 
nearly  everywhere.  One  needs  only  to  com- 
pare the  entries  at  shows  to  see  that.  When 
it  comes -to  selling  cull  or  inferior  hens  and 
pullets  for  laying  purposes  to  people  who 
want  small  flocks  uniform  and  attractive  in 
appearance,  neither  of  these  varieties  fur- 
nishes as  salable  stock  as  some  of  the  others, 
notably  the  white  varieties  in  the  American 
and  Mediterranean  classes  and  the  Light 
Brabmas.  This  is  a  point  not  taken  into  con- 
sideration as  often  as  it  should  be.  In  fact, 
comparatively  few  poultryinen  realize  how 
easily  a  trade  in  that  line  can  be  developed 


I5KOODEK   HOUSE   OF  W.  H.  POLKINGHOKX,  HOtBROOK,  MASS. 

Tliis  house  Is  15  leet  wide  by  72  feet  louir.  will,  walk  3  feet  wide,  and  t'  e  pens  6  x  12.  An  indoor  brooder 
l5  used  ill  each  pen.  The  outside  covei  iiis  is  of  UiiljeroiU.  Outside  runs  t.j  coi  respond  to  the  inside  pens  are 
used,  but  when  the  pliotogiaph  was  taken  these  bad  been  removed  to  allow  Ilie  ground  to  be  ploughed  and 
seeded. 


year  through,  more  money  would  be  realized 
from  the  Andalusian  eggs,  and  at  less  cost 
for  feed ;  but,  on  the  other  hand,  more  would 
be  realized  from  the  Wyandottes  that  went  to 
market.  JCow  the  question  is, — which  variety 
Would  average  the  most  profit  for  the  year? 

I  think  either  variety  would  sell  as  well  as 
the  other  for  breeding  purposes,  aud  that  the 
color  of  the  eggs  would  make  no  difference 
here.  I  am  aware  that  this  brings  up  the  old 
question  as  to  which  is  the  best  breed,  and 
tnost  people  say,  "  keep  tbe  one  you  like  the 
best ;"  but  I  don't  coincide  with  that,  as  when 
one  is  going  into  the  poultry  business  for 
profit,  one  wants  to  keep  the  breed  that  will 
pay  the  best,  and  to  arrive  at  the  right  con- 
clusion one  has  to  consider  the  matter  in  all 
Its  bearings. 

I  have  seen  this  question  answered  in  the 
poultry  journals  in  this  way: 

'"It  depends  on  which  branch  of  your  busi- 
ness you  wish  to  engage  in  :  if  for  eggs,  choose 
one  of  the  Mediterranean  breeds;  if  for 
market  purposes,  choose  one  of  the  American 
breeds." 

Xow  to  my  mind  this  does  not  answer  the 
question  intelligently,  as  in  keeping  poultry 
for  eggs  principally  one  has  to  send  a  good 
many  to  market  every  year  anyway,  so  the 
market  feature  of  the  business  has  to  be  con- 
Gidered  also.  It  is  this  feature  of  the  business 
that  makes  me  undecided,  and  being  a  novice 
in  the  business  I  feel  the  need  of  advice  from 
someone  of  experience,  and  if  not  asking  too 
much  I  should  be  glad  to  have  your  opinion. 

Los  Angeles,  Cal.  F.  J.  Gilmoke. 


and  much  better  than  market  prices  secured 
for  birds  which  it  is  not  possible  or  desirable 
to  keep.  Very  fair  prices  can  be  obtained  for 
a  passably  uniform  lot  of  hens  or  pullets  of 
any  breed,  but  white  fowls  sell  faster  and 
generally  at  a  little  better  prices  than  any 
others.  I  knovf  a  man  near  here  who  is 
located  near  where  a  great  many  wealthv 
people  have  their  summer  homes.  He  buys 
poultry  constantly,  selling  again  for  laving 
stock  or  for  market,  and  often  keeping  for 
some  time  lots  of  hens  or  pullets  which 
may  be  expected  to  lay  well  for  a  period.  In 
early  summer  he  has  a  large  demand  from 
people  going  to  their  country  places  for  the 
summer  for  flocks  of  laying  hens.  He  selects 
especially  for  this  demand,  and  can  always 
furnish  something  satisfactory  in  looks,  and 
usually  that  will  lay  fairly  well  as  long  as 
required — that  is,  until  the  summer  residents 
are  returning  to  the  city.  He  has  found  by 
experience  that  not  only  the  hens  which  have 
not  laid  during  the  winter,  but  even  bens  that 
in  their  accustomed  quarters  would  lay  little 
during  the  summer,  are  likely  to  lay  well 
for  a  while  after  a  change  to  new  quarters 
aud  different  diet. 

When  breeding  several  varieties  of  poultry 
I  found  it  much  easiest  to  sell  the  low  grade 
stock  of  those  varieties  in  which  the  culls 
were  fairly  uniform  in  color,  and  most  diffi- 
cult 10  sell  at  anything  like  as  good  prices  the 
culls  which  were  not  fairly  like  in  color. 
That,  and  the  dislike  to  having  varied  flocks 
on  my  place,  led  me  away  from  the  buff 
breeds  of  which  I  have  kept  several  varieties, 
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and  which  when  sound  in  color  I  like  better 
than  anything  else.  I  hardly  think  it  can  be 
claimed  for  the  Blue  Andalusian  that  it  is 
better  than  the  Buff  Wyandotte  in  this  respect. 

From  what  I  have  seen  of  both  I  am 
inclined  to  think  that  the  Andalusian  will 
probably  average  more  eggs  and  more  uniform 
eggs  than  Buff  Wyandottes,  though  some 
stocks  of  Buft  Wyandottes  would  fully  hold 
their  own  in  a  comparison. 

However,  the  poultryman  whose  object  is 
profit  from  every  possible  source  and  who 
cannot  count  on  much  of  a  business  at  "fancy" 
prices,  is  usually  best  fitted  with  a  white  fowl 
of  medium  size  and  weight,  and  with  coarse 
yellow  legs  and  skin,  such  as  a  White  Plym- 
outh Eock,  AVhite  Wyandotte  or  White  Leg- 
born. 

If  Mr.  G.  has  a  prepossession  for  the 
breeds  he  names,  or  one  of  them,  I  would 
suggest  that  as  he  enlarges  his  operations 
with  poultry  he  keep  some  of  each  breed,  and 
also  some  stock  of  a  white  variety,  and  as  the 
plant  develops  breed  most  of  the  stock  that  is 
paying  best,  finally  working  into  it  exclu- 
sively if  that  seems  best. 


A  Man  Who  "Wants"  but  Little. 

Editor  FARM-Poui.TiiY:— I  have  a  stable 
large  enough  to  accommodate  1.000  hens.  I 
intend  to  start  Jan.  1  with  500  hens  to  pro- 
duce eggs  for  Philadelphia  wholesale  mar- 
kets. With  a  year's  experieuce  and  four 
months  time  preparing  in  getting  things  in 
shape  for  business,  could  I  make  So  per  week 
clear  profit  the  first  year  with  ordinary  good 
luck  —  or  what  do  you  think  the  net  profits 
should  be  the  first  and  second  vear?    E.  E. 


While  Mr.  E.  does  not  state  his  position  so 
fully  and  explicitly  that  one  can  be  sure  his 
conception  of  it  is  right,  the  natural  inference 
is  that  he  already  has  a  year's  experience  or 
very  near  it.  As  what  that  experience 
amounted  to,  how  far  it  fitted  him  to  cope 
with  the  undertaking  proposed,  we  are  com- 
pletely in  the  dark. 

If  his  experience  has  been  such  that  what 
he  has  done  with  poultry  wariants  his  going 
into  the  business  on  his  own  account,  it  would 
seem  to  be  unnecessary  for  him  to  ask  me  tbe 
above  questions,  for  he  better  than  anyone 
else,  except,  perhaps,  those  with  whom  he 
gained  his  experience,  should  know  what  he 
can  do. 

It  his  work  with  poultry  has  been  on  a 
small  scale,  or  on  a  plant  where  he  did  but  a 
part  of  the  work  and  had  noue  of  the  respon- 
sibility, it  would  probably  be  to  his  advantage 
in  the  long  run  to  work  for  others  rather  than 
for  himself  until  he  had  acquired  a  knowledge 
of  the  business  and  a  skill  in  caring  for  fowls 
which  would  qualify  him  as  manager  either 
for  himself  or  for  some  one  else. 

lu  making  statements  in  regard  to  probable 
profits— or  losses — at  any  period  of  poultry 
keeping,  the  experience  and  ability  of  the 
poultry  keeper  must  always  be  taken  into 
account.  The  greater  number  of  those  who 
in  the  past  have  gone  into  the  busiuess  more 
or  less  inexperienced,  have  had  to  learn  while 
establishing  their  plant,  and  both  their  knowl- 
edge and  the  plant  have  cost  them  more,  as  a 


rule,  than  they  should.  It  is  with  such  condi- 
tions In  mind  that  we  say  that  generally 
speaking,  a  plant  does  not  begin  to  pay  until 
the  third  year. 

A  person  really  competent  to  manage  a 
plant,  having  the  capital  to  properly  equip 
and  stock  it,  and  knowing  how  and  where  to 
buy  stock  for  it,  might  reasonably  expect  his 
500  hens  to  net  him  somewhere  near  a  dollar 
apiece  for  eggs  the  first  year,  and  It  woukl  not 
be  at  all  surprising  in  such  a  case  if  the  eggs 
paid  as  well  the  first  as  in  any  subsequent 
year.  But  estimates  of  probable  earnings  of 
a  person  of  untested  or  unknown  capacity  are 
of  little  value.  Some  men  are  better  qualified 
with  one  year's  experience  to  manage  a  poul- 
try farm  than  some  others  are  with  two  or 
three.  There  are  some  whom  a  long  life 
of  experience  would  never  make  competent 
managers.  But  even  for  those  most  apt  to 
learn,  a  year  is  too  short  a  time  in  which  to 
acquire  information  about  the  business,  and 
skill  in  its  task  which  in  quality  and  quantity 
are  worthy  to  be  called  "experience."  It 
takes  a  second  year's  work  at  the  least  to  test 
his  ability  to  apply  what  he  has  learned,  and 
to  pick  up  the  many  details  missed  In  the  first. 
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Cures  Roup. 

The  evidence  keeps  accumulating  day  by 
day  that  one  of  the  liest  methods  of  treating 
Roup  is  that  described  in  Mr.  M.  K.  Boyer's 
books  on  Poultry  diseases,  by  the  use  of  our 

And  why  not?  Certainly  there  has  not  been 
a  remedy  used  in  the  last  century  which  will 
cure  colds  and  sore  throat  in  hiiman  beings 
as  quickly  as  the  •'  Old  Anodyne."'  It  is  put 
up  in  two  sizes,  25  cents"  and  50  cents ; 
the  latter  is  most  economical,  as  the 
bottle  holds  three  times  as  much. 

Sold  by  dealers  in  medicine,  or  sent  by  mall 
post-paid,  on  receipt  by  us  of  price  as  .above. 


Free, 
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post-paid,  3Ir,  Boyer's  Book  on 
Poultry  Diseases  and  Treatmect. 
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The  series  of  autobiographi- 
cal articles  mentioned  in  the 
last  paper  as  to  begin  in  this, 
will  bejfin  instead  in  the  next 
paper,  it  having  been  found 
impossible  to  have  the  first  of 
these  ready  for  the  position 
we  desired  to  give  it  in  the 
paper. 

It  is  expected  that  another 
leading  feature  will  be  an  arti- 
cle dealing  with  the  growing 
of  soft  roasters,  with  detailed 
plans  of  some  of  the  brooder 
houses  used  by  those  engaged 
in  that  branch  of  the  poultry 
industry.  We  think  this  arti- 
cle reasonably  certain,  but  are 
not  3"et  in  a  position  to  guar- 
antee it  for  next  paper. 

In  further  discussion  of  poul- 
try house  plans,  a  plan  sub- 
mitted by  a  correspondent  will 
be  presented  with  comments 
and  criticisms  upon  it. 


t  i,  y    T  AVKIjeea  contemplatini;  taking  up 
j  '  I  the  L'hkkeD  business.    Is  there  any 


room  for  a  worker,  or  is  the  line 
filled  up?  That  question  is  superfluous,  I 
suppose,  liecause  all  business  men  say '  there  is 
always  room  for  the  right  man.-"  So  writes 
a  correspondent  from  Philadelphia. 

A  man  must  be  more  than  a  mere  worker  to 
be  a  success  in  the  chicken  business,  or  any 
other.  He  must  have  aptitude  for  the  work 
that  results  may  be  in  proportion  to  his  efforts,, 
and  if  he  is  in  business  on  his  own  account  he 
must  have  enough  business  ability  to  enable 
him  to  profitably  dispose  of  the  results  of  his 
lal>or.  A  man  who  has  these  qualities,  and 
who  postpones  embarking  in  the  business  on 
his  own  account  until  their  existence  is  appar- 
ent to  others,  will  find  all  the  opportunities  he 
needs  in  this  business- 


-As  the  Poultrymen  See  It. 

WE  are  constantly  receiving  commu- 
nications from  young  men  who  want 
information  as  to  where  they  may 
find  opportunities  to  work,  and  at  the  same 
time  receive  instruction  on  practical  poultry 
farms.  Occasionally  we  are  able  to  put  such 
an  inquirer  iu  the  way  of  getting  what  he 
wants,  but  as  a  rule  it  is  diflicult  to  get  the 
proprietors  of  the  farms  where  the  student 
might  learn  most,  to  even  consider  such  appli- 
cations. 

The  reasons  generally  given  are  that  the 
student  so  seldom  stays  long  enough  to  gain  a 
useful  working  knowledge  of  the  business 
that  there  is  no  credit  in  having  their  first 
independent  efforts  known  as  results  of  what 
they  learned  from  So-and-so,  and  that  the 
average  student  while  on  the  farm  is  apt  to 
be  somewhat  of  a  nuisance. 

One  poultryman  told  the  writer  the  other 
day  that  he  had  many  applications  from  young 
men  who  wanted  to  learu  the  business  with 
him,  but  they  invariably  balked  on  his  require- 
ment that  they  should  agree  to  stay  a  year. 
What  they  want  is  to  come  for  a  few  weeks 
and  watch  the  operation  of  the  incubators  and 
brooders,  take  a  few  notes  on  general  manage- 
ment, and  then  go  away  and  start  for  them- 
selves. 

Would-be  students  of  poultry  culture  should 
note  this  condition  and  adapt  their  course 
accordingly.  We  have  urged  on  many,  in  the 
past,  that  their  best  course  is  to  become,  iu 
effect,  apprentices  to  the  business.  M'hen 
they  more  generally  attempt  to  secure  posi- 
tions on  this  basis  the  attitude  of  poultrymen 
toward  them  will  gradually  change. 

Some  have  seemed  to  think  that  we  have 
been  urgent  in  advising  a  period  of  training 
extending  possibly  to  several  years,  simply 
because  we  considered  that  best.  That  of 
course  was  one  reason,  but  an  equally  strong 
reason  was  our  knowledge  of  the  difficulty  of 
securing  any  instruction  on  the  short  term 
plan. 

The  number  of  well  conducted  poultry 
plants  is  rapidly  increasing,  and  as  they 
increase  opportunities  for  training  poultry- 
men  should  multiply.  Even  now  it  would  be 
possible  to  turn  out  from  poultry  farms  every 
year  more  men  prepared  to  engage  in  the  bus- 
iness for  themselves  than  there  are  men  now 
attempting  the  business  on  their  own  account. 

It  is  simply  a  question  of  all  parties  inter- 
ested taking  a  reasonable  view  of  what  is  to 
the  interest  of  each,  and  acting  accordingly. 
Certainly  it  should  be  more  to  the  interest  of 
the  poultryman  to  employ  apprentices  who 
want  to  thoroughly  learn  the  business  than  to 
depend  on  the  services  of  common  laborers, 
and  that  being  the  case,  it  is  more  reasonable 
to  consider  taking  apprentices  on  terms  fair 
to  both  parties  than  to  refuse  even  to  consider 
an  arrangement  with  one  whose  avowed 
ol)ject  was  to  learn  the  business.  Indeed  if 
the  poultryman  consulted  his  own  best  interest 
he  would  instead  of  flatly  refusing,  as  many 
do,  to  discuss  the  point  with  a  would-be 
learner,  try  to  persuade  him  to  learn  the  bus- 
iness in  the  right  way. 

We  shall  say  nothing  further  here  of  the 


advantage  of  this  to  the  embryo  poultrymen. 
that  point  having  been  repeatedly  emphasized 
in  these  columns.  Something  in  the  way  of 
an  apprenticeship  system  is  needed,  and  if 
those  who  could  teach  and  those  who  wish  to 
learn  recognize  this  fact  and  endeavor  to  "get 
together"  on  that  basis,  a  satisfactory  system 
will  eventually  be  developed.  Such  a  system 
should  largely  solve  the  labor  problem  for  the 
small  poultryman  as  well  as  the  training  prob- 
lem for  the  beginner. 


A  Memorable  Anniversary. 

y  ULY  22a  the  Board  of  Agriculture  of  the 
stale  of  Massachusetts  celebrated  the 
fiftieth  anniversary  of  its  organization. 
The  exercises,  held  in  Horticultural  Hall, 
Boston,  consisted  of  addresses  and  a  dinner, 
followed  by  more  speaking  of  a  less  formal 
quality  than  that  of  the  morning. 

Past  secretary  Wm.  R.  Sessions  presided. 
At  the  morning  session  addresses  were  made 
by  Gen.  Francis  H.  Appleton,  chairman  of  the 
committee  on  arrangements;  Lieut.  Governor 
Bates,  representing  the  Commonwealth  of 
Massachusetts;  Ex-Governor  Boutwell,  dur- 
ing whose  incumbency  the  board  was  organ- 
ized, who  took  an  active  interest  in  it.  and 
presided  at  its  first  meeting :  Prof.  F.  H.  Hitch- 
cock, of  the  Department  of  Agriculture,  at 
Washington :  Dr.  Henry  H.  Goodell,  presi- 
dent of  Massachusetts  Agricultural  College; 
and  Mr.  O.  B.  Hadwen,  president  of  the  Massa- 
chusetts Horticultural  Society.  The  after 
dinner  speaking  was  mostly  of  a  reminiscent 
character. 

The  Massachusetts  State  Board  of  Agricul- 
ture was  one  of  the  earliest  established,  and  it 
has  had  a  marked  influence  oti  the  develop- 
ment of  the  agricultural  resources  of  the  state 
from  the  first.  While  it  might  be  difficult  to 
establish  the  fact,  we  think  it  entirely  prol> 
able  that  it  was  the  first  to  provide  popular 
poultry  lectures  in  connection  with  farmers" 
institutes;  certainly  the  earliest  of  these  of 
which  we  have  seen  printed  reports,  occurred 
in  this  state. 

Claims  of  the  Latest  "Science" 
in  Poultry  Culture. 

QUITE  the  most  remarkable  bit  of  all 
the  remarkable  literature  of  so-called 
••science"  in  feeding  is  Mr.  James 
Shackleton"s  reply  in  the  American  Poultvy 
Journal  tor  July  1st,  to  a  trenchant  general 
criticism  upon  the  subject  by  Mr.  Chas.  M. 
Brown,  of  Fort  Worth,  Texas.  It  is  remark- 
able in  the  first  place  for  the  large  claims  made 
for  "Science"  as  a  factor  in  the  development  of 
poultry  culture,  and  iu  the  second  place  for  its 
revelation  of  the  limitations  of  its  author's 
knowledge  of  the  history  and  methods  of 
practical  poultry  culture. 

It  so  abounds  in  circumlocution  and  inapt 
illustration,  that  the  task  of  straightening  all 
the  kinks  in  its  argument  would  be  a  discour- 
:iging  one  to  undertake.  Fortunately  a  full 
rectification  of  errors,  and  complete  exposure 
of  errors  is  not  necessary  in  such  cases,  it 
being  sufficient  to  puncture  the  argument  at  a 
few  points.  Its  principal  error  is  in  assuming 
for  the  "  science,"  which  Mr.  Brown  decries  a 
large  agency  in  the  development  of  practical 
poultry  culture,  when  as  a  matter  of  fact,  the 
influence  of  that  kind  of  "science"  for  advance- 
ment in  poultry  culture  has  been  insignificant, 
if  indeed,  it  has  not  been  practically  )ii7.  We 
go  further  than  that,  and  after  having  for 
more  than  five  years  had  exceptional  oppor- 
tunities to  observe  the  effects  of  such  ••science"' 
on  those  who  attempt  to  follow  its  teachings, 
say  that  in  the  very  great  majority  of  such 
instances  its  influence  is  positively  detrimental 
to  them,  and  instead  of  being  a  help  it  becomes 
au  obstacle  to  their  success. 

Mr.  Shackleton  claims  "  that  our  grand- 
parents" fowls  could  have  been  reared  <iuicker, 
better,  with  lower  mortality,  matured  more 
healthy,  hardy,  prolific,  and  thrifty  than  by 
any  methods  known  at  the  time  the  fowls 
were  reared."'   This  claim  reveals  a  lack  of 


familiarity  with  old  time  conditions.  Poullry 
keepers  in  those  days  were  not  all  alike,  no 
more  so  than  now.  Good  methods  were  less 
common  than  now,  but  they  were  by  no  means 
unknown,  as  anyone  may  learn  for  himse.t 
who  will  examine  what  liter.ature  of  poultry 
keeping  has  come  down  to  us  from  those 
times;  and  not  alone  from  the  days  of  our 
grandparents,  but  from  the  days  of  their 
grandparents,  and  still  more  remote  periods. 
Headers  of  this  paper  who  have  been  interested 
in  the  quotations  which  we  have  from  time  to 
time  taken  from  old  works  on  poultry,  wili 
readily  recall  passages  illustrating  this  point. 

The  great  improvement  in  poultry  culture., 
what  we  may  call  the  beginning  of  general 
improvement,  came  not  from  ••science,"'  but 
as  a  result  of  the  introduction  of  superior 
breeds  of  fowls,  notably  of  the  early  Asiatics, 
just  as  later  the  lemarkable  development  of 
duck  breeding  followed  the  introduction  into 
this  country  of  the  Pekiu  duck.  In  both  cases 
the  enormously  increased  possibilities  of  profit 
from  the  fowls  stimulated  interest  iu  them, 
and  consequently  in  better  methods  of  carina 
for  them,  and  led  to  a  more  general  diffusion 
of  knowledge  of  the  best  known  methods  oi 
poultry  keeping,  which  methods  had  been 
evolved  through  practice  before  the  days  of 
the  "science""  of  which  Mr.  .S.  is  the  latest 
exponent,  and  still  obtain  on  hundreds  of 
paying  practical  poultry  plants.  If  there  is 
anywhere  a  single  poultryman  who  is  making 
a  living  at  ihe  business  who  is  either  directly 
or  indirectly  a  product  of  the  sort  of  science 
Mr.  S.  has  been  exploiting,  we  would  like  lo 
be  put  in  communication  with  him.  We 
would  go  a  long  way  to  see  him. 

Here  is  something  lo  amuse  the  practical 
broiler  growers  :  —  "'.Vhat  about  broilers  that 
are  overfed  every  day  day  for  seven  weeks  or 
more;  scarcely  any  bowel  trouble  among 
them,  sometimes  none?  It  is  just  avoided  by 
measures  taught  by  science.  The  modern 
early  broiler  is  purely  a  modern  product  of 
which  our  grandmothers  never  heard."" 

We  imagine  that  almost  any  broiler  man 
would  tell  the  author  of  that  statement  that 
the  art  of  forcing  broilers  consisted  in  feeding 
well  without  overfeeding.  In  a  way  the 
broiler  is  the  product  of  science,  but  it  is  not 
the  science  of  feeding;  it  is  inventive  science. 
The  early  broiler  came  after  and  as  a  result  of 
the  invention  of  the  practical  incubator.  So 
did  the  soft  roaster,  another  product  not 
known  to  our  grandmothers;  and  strange  as 
it  may  seem  to  the  devotees  of  the  ••science"' 
cult,  the  soft  roaster  growers,  while  making 
good  use  of  the  mechanical  inventions  for 
batching  and  brooding  chicks,  are  quite  prim- 
itive in  their  methods  of  feeding,  yet,  as  a 
class,  they  are  prob.ably  the  most  successful 
financially  of  poultrymen. 

An  advocate  of  ••  scientific '' feeding  might 
claim  that  they  could  do  better  by  following 
his  methods  and  advice.  Be  couid  convince 
them  of  this  only  by  practical  demonstra- 
tion. In  practical  demonsirations  with  results 
apparent  in  visible  dollars  and  cent*,  or  their 
equivalents,  the  ••  science "  advocates  are 
decidedly  "short." 

But  the  supposed  achievements  of  "science" 
are  as  nothing  to  what  it  is  to  do  in  the 
future.  Says  the  ••  scientist:  "  "  We  have  lo 
learu  to  hatch  every  egg  we  set;  lo  raise  every 
chick  hatched,  to  do  this  at  minimum  cost,  lo 
get  maximum  product  without  stimulation,  or 
any  degenerating  feature,  at  minimum  cosU 
Also  to  keep  hens  prolific  for  au  indefinite 
■number  of  years."'  It  was  doubtless  some 
such  previous  deliverance  as  this  that  Mr. 
Brown  had  in  mind  when  he  said,  "much  that 
is  said  and  written  about  the  subject  is  simply 
amusing,  like  the  sound  of  a  baby's  raltlc. 
The  deploralile  thing  about  it  is  that  people 
who  hold  such  visionary  ideas  of  what  is  pos- 
sible should  be  taken  seriously  in  any  quarter." 

Whenever  one  such  makes  his  appearance  it 
would  bt  well  for  the  poultryman  inclined  to 
take  him  at  bis  own  valuation,  lo  ascertain 
first  the  whereabouts  and  present  status  of  the 
last  preceding  exponent  of  advanced  scien- 
tific methods.  To  adapt  Omar: 
•"Tbcy  cumu  like  wau-r.  ami  like  wind  tliev  po.'» 

►I* 

Breaking  Ties. 

fj'}  HE  0><f  P'lultrii  Juurnul  thinks  tbit 
I  llie  piactice  of  not  breaking  ties  in 
*     judging,  wbicti  obtained  to  a  gre.iter 

extent  last  season  than  ever  before,  "pleased 
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more  people  llian  it  displeaseJ,"  and  without 
giving  the  practice  expMcit  approval  appears 
to  thiulj  that  what  pleases  most  is  all  riijht. 

We  don't  know  how  other  editors  view  it, 
liiit  it  makes  us  very  tired  to  have  a  report  of 
awards  come  in  with  ties  in  nearly  every  class, 
and  not  infrequently  four  or  live  or  more  birds 
tying  for  a  second  or  third  place.  We  are  not 
able  to  see  where  it  is  a  credit  to  anyone  con- 
cerned to  have  such  a  record  of  imperfect  dis- 
crimination in  judging  put  in  print. 

Some  Readers. 

THE  WRITER  is  always  ready  to  answer 
reasonable  questions  from  readers  of 
the  paper,  or — for  that  matter  —  from 
anyone  interested  in  poultry;  ljut  frequently 
subscribers  ask  questions  which  are  not  "  rea- 
sonable," because  if  the  questioner  had  given 
even  a  most  cursory  look  through  the  last 
papers  he  received,  there  was  no  need  of  ask- 
ing his  question. 

To  illustrate:  — We  have  a  good  many 
requests  for  names  of  '•  relial)le  commission 
houses,'' generally  for  those  in  the  large  east- 
ern cities,  occasionally  for  hou.-es  iu  the  large 
western  and  smaller  eastern  cities.  We  have 
a  number  of  times  replied  to  such  questions  in 
the  "Answers  to  Questions"  department,  and 
in  the  June  15th  paper  we  took  particular 
pains  to  call  attention  on  the  editorial  page; 
under  the  heading,  •■  Of  Interest  to  Shippers," 
to  a  list  which  would  practically  give  any  pos- 
sible shipper  anywhere  the  information  he 
wanted,  yet  here  within  a  few  days  have  come 
several  requests  all  from  subscribers  asking 
for  the  information  to  which  this  editorial 
directed  them.  Of  course  it  is  but  a  moment's 
work  to  refer  these  querists  to  that  article, 
but  they  spend  postage  two  ways,  and  wait 
for  from  several  days  to  a  week  for  informa- 
tion which,  by  examining  the  paper,  they 
would  get  quicker  and  at  less  cost.  Under 
such  circumstances  we  invariably  refer  the 
correspondent  to  the  article  he  ought  to  have 
seen. 

Sometimes  we  suspect  that  a  correspondent 
thinks  it  easier  to  spend  two  stamps,  and  have 
us  give  him  what  he  wants  rather  than  take 
the  trouble  to  look  it  up  for  himself.  Anyone 
who  entertains  such  an  idea  should  read  over 
the  notice  at  the  head  of  the  Answers  to 
Questions  department.  He  will  see  that  it 
•  requires  quite  a  too  liberal  interpretation  of 
the  reply  for  stamp  proposition  to  make  it 
apply  that  wav. 

Editorial  Notes. 

The  prevalence  of  the  custom  of  referring 
to  the  recent  amendments  to  the  constitution 
of  the  American  Poultry  Association  as  the 
"  so-called  Shannon,"  or  the  '•  Shannon  "  (the 
word  Shannon  carefully  separated  from  the 
context  by  quotation  marks)  amendments, 
suggests  that,  as  a  matter  of  public  con- 
venience, it  may  soon  be  necessary  to  with- 
draw the  rather  thin  veil  from  this  monu- 
ment of  attempted  progress,  and  call  the 
resolutions  and  amendment  by' the  name  of 
the  real  promoter. 

*  *   *  * 

And,  by  the  way,  speaking  of  the  amend- 
ment suggests  a  word  or  two  in  regard  to  the 
conditions  and  controversies  it  has  created. 
Judging  by  the  tone  of  some  of  the  §10  lite 
members'  observations  on  S2  membership,  the 
S2  men  who  go  to  Hagerstown  will  have  to 
either  submit  to  some  irritating  attempts  at 
snubbing  from  some  of  these  aristocrats,  or 
turn  the  tables  on  them.  Those  who  remem- 
ber what  we  have  all  along  said  about  the  SIO 
membership  system  being  the  great  stumbling 
block  in  the  way  of  an  effective  popularization 
of  the  association,  will  find  present  conditions 
justifying  our  prediction.  The  harmony  that 
should  prevail  iu  the  organization  is  cracked 
from  top  to  bottom,  with  several  lateral  fissures 
that  if  closed  will  still  leave  their  mark. 
«    «   *  « 

The  apologists  for  the  association  having 
worn  out  the  assertion  that  none  of  its  critics 
ever  had  anything  to  otl'er  in  ideas  of  improve- 
ment and  reform,  are  now  engaged  in  trying 
to  convince  tlie  critics  that  it  is  in  bad  taste 
and  really  very  improper  for  anyone  outside 
of  the  association  to  say  anything  about  it 
except  in  praise.  Not  long  ago  some  of  the 
•lefenders  of  the  "grand  old,  etc.,''  were  talk- 
ing just  the  other  way.    It  was  all  right  for 


the  outsiders  to  carp  and  cavil,  but  those  inside 
should  stand  up  for  the  "grand  old,  etc." 
Here  are  two  divergent  opinions  within  the 
organization.  The  point  ought  to  be  settled 
so  that  the  apologists  and  defenders  could 
present  a  solid  front  to  the  critics — to  those 
within  as  well  as  those  outside  the  fold. 

*  *   *  « 

There  is  another  class  of  defeuilers  of  the 
association  whose  position  is  that  all  criticism 
should  be  silent  pending  the  trial  of  the  pres- 
ent efl'ort  at  reform.  It  consists  mostly  of 
those  who  fondly  imagine  that  it  was  a  stroke 
of  something  like  genius  to  avoid  the  difficul- 
ties of  an  effort  to  compromise  the  claims  of 
the  old  life  members  by  letting  that  form  of 
membership  stand  and  simply  adding  others. 
The  critics  outside  being,  with  perhaps  a 
majority  of  yie  old  members,  of  the  opinion 
that  the  plan  was  illogically  conceived,  and 
promises  only  confu-sion  in  operation,  are  not 
at  all  likely  to  discontinue  criticism. 

*  *   *  * 

In  etl'ect  the  attitude  of  those  who  from  the 
outside  condemn  the  course  of  the  association 
is  simply  this  :  Here  is  an  organization  which 
assumes  to  represent  the  poultryraen  of 
America.  It  is  not  representative  of  them, 
because  it  is  conducted  on  wrong  principles. 
We  are  asked  to  join  and  support  it.  We  will 
do  so  when  the  members  now  in  it  are  ready 
to  subordinate  the  privileges  they  hold  in  it  to 
the  general  good.  Meantime  our  interest  in 
the  association  is  in  urging  them — in  educat- 
ing them  to  broader  methods.  It  is  slow  work 
— very  slow,  but  it  is  gradually  progressing. 

*  *  *  t 

A  number  of  parties  have  written  asking  for 
the  address  of  the  Mr.  E.,  whose  letter 
appeared  in  the  article,  *•  Experience  and 
E.vperiment."  As  readers"  may  guess,  most 
of  them  want  to  sell  him  something  that  will 
help  him,  and  the  sale  of  which  will  helji 
them.  We  don't  know  to  what  extent  Mr.  E. 
might  be  influenced  by  their  appeals,  but  for 
our  part  we  don't  propose  to  submit  him  to 
any  of  them,  so  shall  keep  his  identity  secret 
unless  he  insists  upon  our  making  it  public  — 
which  we  don't  think  he  will  do. 

«  *  »  * 

One  of  these  correspondents  also  desires  to 
interest  the  editor  iu  his  methods  of  incuba- 
ting and  brooding.  The  idea  seeming  to  be 
that  the  editor  cannot  fail  to  grow  so  enthusi- 
astic over  it  that  the  method  will  be  exploited 
in  the  paper  to  the  utter  annihilation  of  all 
competition,  and  of  course  to  the  great  profit 
of  this  correspondent.  If  he  has  been  reading 
the  paper  long,  he  should  know  that  the  editor 
is  not  a  good  medium  for  that  kind  of  enthu- 
siasm. 

*  *  *  * 

It  may  not  be  ainiss  to  say  a  word  or  two 
here  about  the  status  of  our  small  poultry 
plant.  Some  persons  who  have  articles  to 
exploit  and  sell  seem  to  think  it  would  be  the 
nicest  thing  in  the  world  for  us  to  use  and 
recommend  them.  Xaturally — for  them  but 
not  for  us.  Though  so  directly  interested  in 
poultry  the  writer  is  iu  a  position  where  one 
condition  of  keeping  poultry  is  that  it  must 
not  interfere  with  regular  editorial  work. 
This  means  that  such  experiments  as  we 
undertake  shall  not  be  experiments  requiring 
close  daily  observation.  It  means  also  that 
for  personal  use  he  must  interest  himself 
most  in  ways  of  getting  results  from  fowls 
with  the  least  care  and  attention.  And  this, 
we  believe,  is  what  the  greater  number  of  our 
readers  want  to  know. 
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We  agree  to  pay  $oO.OOcash  to  man,  woman  or  child  reporting  ths  largest  nombezet  Qggs  £rom  12  bene  for  any  100  Dftya 
I  In  1903.  Also  $25.00  for  nest  largest.  Hens  to  be  fed  'international  Poaltry  Footl,'*  and  sworn  Btat«ment  to  be  mailed  xiM 
I  before  Dec.  31st,  1902.  Will  pay  promptly  and  mail  report  to  every  one.  If  two  or  more  report  the  winning  number 
Itho  money  will  be  paid  to  the  one  whose  letter  also  gives  the  best  facts  In  regard  to  raising  poultry  for  profit. 
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HAL.  Stock  Food. 
HAL  P03LTBT  FOOD. 
Kal  Loi;?c  Killer. 


IHT£BNATioi«Ai,  Gall  Cure. 
IxternatiomaL  heave  Cube. 
Silver  Pine  Hem.1ng  Oil.  Etc. 


LICE  AND  EED  31ITES  OX  POULTRY, 

Are  an  unknown  pest  if  you  use  our  BANNER  LICE  ANI>  VERMIN 
KILEEK.  It  kills  instan'liy,  an-i  is  tin-  t>*'st  f.iisivifi.-nuiL'-  powder  on  the 
niarkt^t.  Now  is  the  timt-  to  u^<_-  it.  ht-f..i-,-  the  pests  ^1"  iiif.-ir  •'h.-a'llv  work. 
Prices  5oz.  lOe.;  1->'Z.  2oc. ;  48  <.>z.  -'j'jc.  :  I'^o  './.SI.  If  sent  by  niail,  a- hi  1  cent  eacli 
MUin-e  extra  for  postage.  We  sell  PoiiUr\  ^Supplies  of  every  'lescriptiou.  Our 
ar;;e  illiisti  ateii  Supply  Catalogue  Free.   Send  for  one. 

EXCELSIOR  WIRE  AND  POULTRY  SUPPLY  CO.,  DEPT.  I, 
W.  V.  RUSS,  Prop.  26  and  -25  Vesey  St..  New  York  City. 


HARKET  REVIEW. 


BOSTON. 

Eggs. —  Nearby  anil  Cape  fancy  24c.  and 
up  ;  eastern  choice  fresh  20c.,  fair  to  good  ISfai 
19c.;  Mich,  fancy  candled  19®19.ic. ;  Ind.  and 
111.,  choice  lSalS.ic.;  west  rn  selected  18® 
IS-ic,  fair  to  good  Itii'ffilTic.,  dirties  liJ'Sloic. 

Dressed  Poultry.  Fresh  killed  north- 
ern and  eastern. —  Fowls,  extra  choice  14® 
loc,  common  to  good  12'S)loc.;  chickens, 
choice  roasting  2o'5;2Sc. ;  broilers,  2  lbs.  each 
IB'aiSc.,  green  ducks  15el6c. ;  squabs,  choice 
large  S2'a32.50  a  doz.  Western  iced. — Turkeys 
l-t'S15c.;  fowls,  choice  IS'SlSJc,  common  to 
good  ll®12c. ;  broilers  14  to  2  lbs.  15'al6c.  lb. ; 

old  cocks  geeic. 

liive  Poultry. — Fowls  r2c. ;  roosters  TSSc. ; 
broilers,  2  to  2i  lbs.  each,  14@loc.  lb. 


PHILADELPHIA. 

Kggs. —  Nearby  and  western  18®  184c. ; 
southwestern  18c. ;  southern  15®16c. 

Dressed  Poultry. —  Fowls  124®14c. ;  old 
roosters  9c. ;  nearby  broilers  15®20c.,  western 
13®18c. 

Live  Poultry.—  Fowls  14c.;  old  roosters 
10c. ;  spring  chickens  12®16c. ;  spring  ducks 
llffilSc;  old  ducks  10®llc. 


NEW  YORK. 

Eggs. —  State  and  Penna.  nearby,  fancy 
fresh  20'i2U.ic.;  north  central  west,  choice  ISjJ 
aiO-^c;  west  and  southwest  16.i®lT4c. ;  south 
lti®lTc. ;  western  checks  10®14c.,  dirties  13® 
IGic. 

Dressed  Poultry. —  Western  fowls  loc, 
southwestern  12i'ai3c. ;  cocks  8®SAc. ;  broil- 
ers, Phila.  23®25c.,  Tenna.  1.5@20c.,  western 
15®16c. ;  iced  turkeys  13®15c. 

Live  Poultry. —  Fowls  13c.;  roosters  9c.; 
turkeys  ll®llic.;  broilers  13®14c. ;  ducks  60 
SSOc.  per  pair ;  geese  S1®S1.12  per  pair. 


CHICAGO. 

Eggs.— Firsts  14®17c. ;  dirties  §3.90®.34.05 
per  case,  seconds  §3.7.5ffiS3.90 per  case;  checks 
.S3.G0®83.75  per  case;  April  storage  19®20c. 

Dressed  Poultry.—  Turkeys  12  ®  134c. ; 
fowls,  scalded  H.^c,  dry  picked  lie;  roosters 
74c. ;  spring  chickens  16®17c. ;  old  ducks  10® 
12c. ;  spring  ducks  124®15c. ;  geese  5®8c. 

Live  Poultry. —  Turkeys  114®12c. ;  fowls 
104®llc. ;  old  roosters  7c. ;  spring  chickens  16 
®17c. ;  old  ducks  9®94c. ;  spring  ducks  11® 
12c. ;  geese  §4®S-5  a  dozen. 


At  .Smarden,  Kent,  a  collection  of  new  laid 
eggs  was  taken  in  the  I'ari^h  (  hurch,  and  in 
the  Baptist  Chapel,  when  over  2,000  eggs  were 
contributed.  They  were  sent  to  the  rector  of 
St.  Luke's,  Camberweli,  and  were  distributed 
among  the  poor  of  that  parish.  Last  year's 
collection  numbered  1,350. —  Live  Stock  Tit- 
Bits  (Eng.) 


POULTRY  CUTS 


From  origiual  SEWELL  drawings. 

60c.  EACH,  OR  OWE  FREE 

liave  llieni  iu  paii  i  as  full,  .u  i :  —  WHITK 
WYANDOTTES.  BAKKEU  PI.Y.  KOCKS, 
BI  FF  FLY.  KOCK.S,  "  .SII-TJiK  WYAN- 
DOTTES,  BLACK  ]>I  INOKC.A!«,  WH  ITE 
PLY.  KOCK.S,  C.  BKOAVX  LEGHOKNS, 
S.  C.  WHITE  LKGHOKXS.  HVFl  K)CH- 
INIS,  P.AKTRIUGE  COCHIJ.S,  LlfiHT 
BKAHM.4S,  WHITE  F.4CED  BLACK 
SPAMSH,  PEKIN  DUCKS,  and  BRONZE 
Tt'KKEYS. 

C217"V^"nfc   T'''CJ    *1  cash,  aDtl  ilie  aiUlress 
L  of  a  iK'ultrv  raisir  flho  ig 

not  now  a  8ul)scriber  to  FAK>I-POrLTKY, 

anil  will  send  tlicnj  llii-  iiapt-i-  for  out  ye:ir.  and 
seii'l  \i>u  fut'  ami  int^tl'uid  au  Ek-L-n-.'I\ p<-  of  anyone 
Ijretif  viiu -i  lt(.-t.  Thif  i=au  unparalleled  ofler.  Or 
you  call  havi'  one  or  more  Eieelro^  fur  cents  each 
in  easli.  Give  full  name,  iiost  otEce,  and  state  of 
new  sniiscriber,  as  wel!  as  your  own.  and  meutiou 
breed  or  breeds  you  desire  au  Electro  from. 

An  Original  Drawing  and  Cut  of  Any  One  of  the  Ahove  Wonld  Cost  You  S15.00. 

Send  all  orders  to 

FAKM-l'OrLTKY  PUBLISHING  CO.,     -     -     33  Custom  House  St.,  BOSTON,  MASS. 


DEATH  TO  UCt 


^1  ^- 


AT  THIS  TIME 

Of  the  year  lice  are  most  ti-oublcsonie.  Tlie  warm  dry  weatlier  is  favorable  for  tbeir 
multinUcaiiou.  It  is  easier  killing  tlieni  now  than  durin.:,'  the  winter  montljs;  we  can  ..-ei 
at  tlieni  belter.  We  can  dust  tlie  fowls  and  lart'e  i-liii  k.-us  wiili  Peath  to  l.u  e  Powder  : 
or  tliev  will  du=t  theniselve-  if  llii-  p'"-', .  i,  r  i  -  aiLU-l  t. .  1 1  'i  i  ■  1 1 ' -r  l-ii  1.  and  nest  boxes.  \\  e 

can  anoint  ti.e  1  i  itU- ■■hicks  with  Dealli  i..  I.  i  >n.tni.-i,..  «  i;ii.-.v;,-li  and  =pray  ihe  r.iost 

inir  rooms  a-  .ifleii  as  we  wi^li.  W,  ,  an  lal.i  r.ni  f..rl  in  kn-.wnii.'  that  our  bens  ano 
chickens  are  i  leaii  and  cc  nifortable.  It  v,ill  pay  to  do  ilus  i.ow;  ef;g5  and  poultry  "ere 
never  higher  in  price  at  this  season. 

We  liave  four  remedies:  Powder.  Ointment,  Special  and  Liquid.  If  yon  do  not  know 
which  von  want  let  n*  know  the  conditions,  and  we  will  advise  you.  Send  10c.  for  sample 
of  eitli'er  of  the  first  three,  or  2.5c.  for  one  of  each  of  the  three.  We  send  them  postpaid, 
also  a  64  page  Poultry  Book  free. 


D.  J.  LftMBERT,  boxSoo,  Apponaug,  R. 
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Farm:=  Poultry 


August  1 


ANSWERS  TO  QUESTIONS. 

The  object  of  this  department  is  to   help  READEIIS  of  the  paper  IX    EUEUGENCIES.       It  is  a 

short  order  bureau  of  iaioraiatioD. 

Correspondents  who  ask  for  information  or  advice  in  mailers  requiring  prompt  attention,  will  be 
answered  in  the  earliest  possible  issue  of  tiie  paper  made  uj^  after  their  inquiries  are  received.  If  inquir- 
ers will  keep  in  miud  that  the  forms  for  ax  issue  bearing  date  of  the  1st  day  of  a  moxtii  close 

OS  THE  X'TH  of  the  PRECEDING  MONTH,  and  THE  FORMS  FOR  AN  ISSUE  BEARING  DATE  OF  THE  loTH 

DAT  OF  A  MONTH  CLOSE  ON  THE  oTH  DAY  OF  THAT  MONTH,  lliev  may  know  j  list  llow  soon  replies  to 
questions  can  reach  them  through  the  paper.  Inquirers  are  requested  also  to  keep  in  mind  that  while  an 
important  feature  of  the  paper,  tliis  department  can  only  I>e  piven  its  due  proportion  of  attention,  and 
when  Inquiries  requiring  specral  investiffalion  before  a  reply  can  be  made  are  received,  some  time  may 
elapse  before  the  matter  can  be  given  attention. 

In  cases  OF  SPECIAL  ruGENCY  THOSE  WHO  ENCLOSE  STAMP  FOB  REPLY  WILL  BE  ANSWERED 
AS  PROMPTLY  AS  POSSIBLE  BY  MAIL. 

Correspondents  whose  questions  do  not  come  within  the  scope  of  this  department  as  outlinPd  above 
win  be  referred  to  the  most  recent  available  information  in  line  with  tlieir  inquiries. 
Be  sure  TO  SIGN  Yorn  letter.  Write  your  name  and  full  address  very'  plainly. 


Iiarge  Egg  Farms  and  their  Grain 
Supply.  (P.  J.  L.)— Few  if  any  large  poul- 
try farius  grow  their  entire  grain  supply. 
Most  of  them  grow  but  a  very  small  part  of  it. 
How  many  farms  could  you  find  in  your 
country  producing  grain  enough  for  1,000 
hens  and  the  young  stock  grown  each  year  to 
keep  up  that  stock? 

B.  C  Brown  Leghorns.  (T.  H.)— The 
Rose  Comb  Brown  Leghorn  is  assumed  to  be 
Identical  with  the  single  combed  variety  in 
everything  but  shape  of  comb,  but — probably 
because  of  its  lesser  popularity— one  seldom 
sees  rose  combed  specimens  as  good  in  shape 
and  color  as  the  average  best  of  the  single 
combs.  With  the  interest  now  being  devel- 
oped in  the  variety  by  the  E.  C.  Brown  Leg-_ 
horn  club,  there  is  reason  to  look  for  more 
general  high  quality  in  the  future. 

Feed  to  Start  Molting.  (X.B..  G.)  — 
••"What  is  the  best  feed— if  feed  will  help— to 
start  hens  molting? "—The  feed  that  starts 
the  new  feathers  fastest.  The  fowl  does  not 
regularly  cast  its  feathers  until  the  new  ones 
are  about  to  come.  My  fowls  have  always 
molted  best  on  a  rather  fattening  ration.  But 
other  things  than  feed  enter  into  considera- 
tion. I  ilou"t  think  it  has  ever  been  demon- 
strated that  hens  not  about  to  molt  could  be 
materially  influenced  in  their  molting  by  the 
diet.  While  It  Is  a  general  rule  that  early 
hatched  hens  molt  earliest,  there  are  so  many 
exceptions,  and  irregularities  in  molting  occur 
with  such  frequency  that  the  results  of  such 
random  experiments  as  have  been  made  in 
this  line  are  anything  but  conclusive. 

Hens  Get  Too  Fat.  (.J.  E.)— "My  hens 
lay  only  1-2  to  15  eggs  and  then  stop  laying. 
They  are  so  fat  that  their  eggs  all  grow 
together  inside  of  them,  and  after  awhile  they 
die.  They  run  on  the  river  shore.  I  don't 
feed  them  much.  My  ducks  get  the  same 
way.  Would  like  to  know  what  makes  them 
get  so  fat  on  so  small  au  amount  of  food." — 
That  Mr.  R.  ought  to  be  able  to  find  out  for 
himself.  Eiilier  the  river  bank  affords  excep- 
tion-dl  foraging  or  his  hens  have  access  to 
other  supplies  of  food.  A  little  time  spent 
watching  the  hens  would  be  quite  sure  to  give 
one  a  clue  to  the  matter.  If  he  c:in  find  out 
just  what  the  conditions  are  and  then  does 
not  know  what  to  do  I  may  be  able  to  advise 
him. 

\Vhlte  in  Wings  of  Brown  Leghorns. 

(A.  H.  G.) — What  causes  white  feathers  in 
wings  of  S.  C.  Brown  Leghorn  chicks  that 
are  bred  from  pure  stock?  Will  they  shed 
such  feathers  tirst  time  they  molt?  Will  cut- 
ting wings  of  heus  and  cock  cause  the  white 
feathers?"— The  white  in  the  wings  is  gener- 
ally attributed  either  to  direct  inheritance  of 
the  fault  or  to  failure  to  secure  proper  growth 
of  feathers.  Any  check  to  growth  of  the 
chicks  would  have  a  te:.dency  to  produce 
some  white  in  flights.  When  this  comes  in 
chick  feaihers  it  sometimes  fails  to  appear  in 
the  adult  plumage.  There  are  cases  where 
the  while  in  the  feather  comes  from  an  injury. 
In  such  the  feather  if  plucked  may  be 
expected  to  grow  in  right.  In  a  very  great 
number  of  instances  however,  white  in  the 
wings  is  an  inherited  fault.  When  I  was 
breeding  Brown  Leghorns  some  years  ago  I 
fouUil  that  chicks  from  eggs  from  a  certain 
breeder  Invariably  came  with  some  white  in 
ihe  flights,  while  chicks  from  stock  bought  of 
another  breeder  rarely  showed  any.  I  don't 
think  cutting  the  wln^ss  would  make  any 
difierence. 

Wants  an  Article  on  Black  Lang- 
shans.    (C.  H.  S.)— ''In  your  next  issue  I 

VAtl-ET  F.AKM.  SlMSBrRY,  CT..  WON 
AT  >■   v..  PAX-.4.>I.  FREE  CATALOGUE. 


would  be  pleased  to  see  an  article  on  Black 
Langshans.  I  have  one  hundred  chickens, 
and  may  have  something  to  advertise  later. 
Last  February  I  sent  you  a  short  article  about 
my  Black  Langshan  hens  which  was  not  pul> 
lished.  Was  it  written  in  the  wrong  'strain"?" 
— This  looks  like  an  eflfort  at  '•undue  influence." 
However,  we  have  nothing  special  on  hand 
relating  to  the  Black  Langshan,  and  as  we 
published  au  excellent  article  giving  descrip- 
tion and  mating  of  the  breed  less  than  a  year 
ago  we  contemplate  nothing  special  in  that 
line  for  some  time  to  come.  There  are  over  a 
hundred  varieties  of  fowls,  and  this  is  far 
from  the  most  popular.  If  something  good 
about  Langshans  is  oftered  it  will  be  used.  I 
do  not  now  distinctly  connect  Mr.  S.'s  name 
with  any  offered  contribution,  but  I  recollect 
one  in  a  semi-humorous  strain  about  some- 
body's Black  Langshans,  and  my  impression 
is  that  the  strain  in  which  it  was  written  was 
the  cause  of  its  rejection.  Whether  an  article 
from  the  same  pen  in  a  diflerent  strain  would 
be  acceptable  I  cannot  say  except  upon  exam- 
ination. In  any  case  the  fact  that  the  writer 
might  become  an  advertiser  would  not  be 
considered. 

Forcing  Breeding  Stock.  (I.  H.)— "  I 
keep  E.  C.  Brown  Leghorns.  Is  it  a  good 
plan  to  feed  them  for  all  the  eggs  you  can  get 
out  of  them  all  winter?  Are  their  eggs  good 
to  hatch  in  the  spring?"  —  If  we  could  abso- 
lutely control  egg  production,  it  would  be 
feasible  and  safe  to  feed  heavily  —  not  stimu- 
lants —  for  winter  eggs,  then  stop  egg  pro- 
duction for  a  few  weeks  just  prior  to  the 
breeding  season.  It  would  not  work  so  well 
with  some  of  the  larger  varieties  where  chicks 
need  to  be  hatched  quite  early  in  the  season, 
but  for  Leghorns,  hatching  in  May  and  June, 
it  would  be  all  right.  The  trouble  is  that 
supposing  the  hens  laying  well  we  cannot 
alw.ays  stop  them  as  we  want  to.  Sometimes 
a  change  in  feeding,  either  reducing  to  shut 
off  the  supply  of  material  for  eggs,  or  increas- 
ing fattening  food  to  cause  fattening  which 
would  interfere  with  egg  production,  works 
as  Intended.  Sometimes  it  does  not.  The 
hen  cut  short  on  food  may  draw  too  much  on 
her  system  for  egg  material.  The  hen  given 
a  heavier  diet  may  respond  with  more  eggs. 
In  either  case  our  end  is  defeated.  All  we 
can  do  is  attempt  these  things,  and  if  it 
appears  thai  our  efforts  are  not  to  succeed,  go 
back  at  once  to  regular  treatment.  Of  late 
years  it  is  becoming  more  and  more  the 
practice  of  breeders  of  poultry  to  separate 
hen*  iiilemk'd  for  breetiin.'  iiiirpo>e>  early  in 


It  reveals  the  secret  of  artificial  incubat- 
ing and  brooding.  W.  Theo.  Wiltman, 
of  .\lIentown,  Pa.,  made  the  following 
record  in  four  trials  of  the 

Star  Incubator 


100  Eg-gs 
121 
100 
80 


90  Clucks 
119 

96 
72 


To  learn  all  about  "Star"  pro- 
ducts, read   cjr  handsome  new 
75-pace  ii'.ustraled  catalogue.    Free  on  request. 

STAS  INCTTBATOE  CO.,  Boond  Brook.  M.  J. 
ai6  rnlton  St.,  Hew  York.      113  Adams  St.,  Chicago, 


STAR  INCUBATOR  CO., 

A  full  line  of  Star  Incubators  .ind  Brooders  can  be 
seen  at  the  New  England  <ifficc.  and  prompt  ship- 
ments made.  Catalogues  mailed  frtn-  on  applicati^-n. 
Also  Poullrj-  Supplies  and  the  Star  Spc-cifirs. 

W.  W.  RAWSOX  &  CO., 
Kcw  England  Asents. 
12  and  13  F.  H.  Square.  Boston,  Mase. 


ELM  POULTRY  YARDS, S° 

OFFERS  GREAT  B.ARQAINS  IiN  BREEDING  STOCK, 

OF 

S.  C.  White  Leghorns,    S.  C.  Black  Minorcas, 

Barred  and  White  Plymouth  Rocks, 

White  Wyandottes.  and  Light  Brahmas. 

3,000  Cliicks  Xow  Growing  for  Fall  Trade. 
ELM  POULTRY  YARDS,  Box  R.  Hartford  Conn. 


the  winter,  keep  them  in  a  rather  cold  hou>e. 
and  feed  as  nearly  as  possible  a  bare  main- 
tenance ration.  This  method  is  not  always 
successful  —  no  more  than  efforts  to  force  egg 
production — but  it  is  not  apt  to  allow  a  heavy 
egg  production,  and  is  the  most  promising 
method  at  present  known.  TVhile  a  few 
insist  that  heavy  winter  egg  production  is  no 
detriment  to  breeders,  the  weight  of  com- 
petent opinion  is  the  other  way. 

Rations  for  100  Hens.  (F.  E.  H.)— 
'•  Supplementing  my  letter  of  recent  date 
regarding  rations  for  100  hens.  They  have  a 
range  of  about  a  half  acre,  with  plenty  of 
grass  containing  a  good  amount  of  clover,  and 
abundant  shade.  Grit,  shells,  and  clean  water 
always  by  them.  I  know  my  Wyandottes 
and  Rhode  Island  Reds  are  much  better  layers 
than  my  Plymouth  Rocks.  Had  the  Rocks 
done  as  well  as  the  others,  the  record  would 
be  a  good  one.  The  Wyandottes  and  Reds 
were  hatched  last  June  and  July,  and  began 
laying  the  last  of  December  and  first  of  Janu- 
ary. The  Plymouth  Rocks  were  hatched  in 
April  and  May,  and  did  not  lay  until  middle 
of  March.  I  tried  all  sorts  of  schemes  to  get 
them  at  it,  but  with  no  success." — This  puts  a 
different  face  on  the  matter.  The  trouble 
seems  to  be  with  the  Rocks.  The  first  Rocks 
I  owned,  bought  in  December,  began  laying 
in  March.  Their  chicks  hatched  last  of 
March  and  first  of  April  did  not  lay  until  first 
of  following  March,  though  everything  else 
on  the  place  came  to  laying  regularly.  I 
traded  them  for  a  lot  of  White  Leghorns,  the 
party  with  whom  I  traded  knowing  for  what 
fault  I  let  them  go,  but  because  they  were  big 
Due  looking  hens  thought  he  would  take 
chances  on  them.  In  fact,  the  proposition  to 
trade  came  from  him,  and  as  he  offered  me 
two  birds  for  one,  and  I  knew  his  Leghorns 
were  in  every  way  better  as  Leghorns  than  the 
Rocks  were  as  Rocks,  I  was  not  slow  at  trad- 
ing. I  should  by  all  means  advise  Mr.  H.  to 
dispose  of  his  Rocks  as  soon  as  they  stop  lay- 
ing. It  is  possible  that  having  delayed  so  long 
they  are  now  doing  more  laying  than  the 
others. 

With  $150  for  Capital.  (H.  J.  C.)— 
'•Am  compelled  to  leave  a  good  office  position 
and  seek  outside  employment.  Xot  entirely 
compelled,  either,  for  my  father  injected  me 
into  an  office  at  16  years;  have  been  in  several 
in  the  intervening  10  years,  and  at  26  I  find 
the  yearning  to  be  outside  in. the  country  is 
very  great.  Xot  so  very  strange,  either,  since 
my  ancestors  for  generations  back  have  been 
Bucks  county  farmers.  However,  I  had  a  • 
place  in  mind  where  living  expenses  could  be 

Breetehs  and  Mah}vet:.:ek. 


OCR  KEQUKSTS:—  make  uro  reiuesis  of  our 
SuDscriuers.  One  is  wtien  xtrutig  our  .Vdvertie- 
iug  pairons  always  luention  fAIiil-FoCLTilY, 
Another  is  ly yoK  oji  them  queitions.  altcays  inclose 
a  stamp.  If  you  obsertt  bath  of  these  requests  U  Kill 
benefit  you  amazingly.  'It  shows  that  you  mean  business. 
Iteiiieinber,  '*  Molasses  Kill  catch  more  rites  than 
vtnegai  ."and  those  irho  otiserre  it  are  serred  first. 


HARSl-.S  &  WOODHrKV  White  Wyandollcs. 
wiuin  T!,  of  1st  pen.  -j"!  C"Ck.  .3d  hen.  Sd  pullet. 
■2  specials  at  l!oslon"s  largj-sl  show.  \^t2.  At 
Beverlv,  Mas-s..  190J,  14  regulars.  11  specials. 
Bree<iii)g  slock  for  tale.  Eggs.  5:3  per  sitting. 
Wenliam.  .M;i^s. 

B^RREDPLYMOrTH  Rocksand  WliiteWvan- 
ii..ttcs.  Over  fiflv  prizes  to  our  record  the  past 
six  vears  at  Xew  York.  Orange,  and  Washington. 
Eggs  rest  of  season  at  one-lifih  value,  from  abso- 
lutely Slav  While  Wrandolles  and  clear,  narrow 
Bari'ed  Rocks.  SI  pei-  13.  Pedigreed  Collie  pups 
from  imported  stock.  Si  each.  Wni.  H.  Cyphers. 
Boxwl.  Washiugion,  S.  J. 

BLUE  B.iKRED  ROCKS,  ciiolce  males  SS  to  SJ. 
Kenialct.  #2  to  f  1.      G.  E.  Fassett,  Beverly.  Mass. 

IttlFF  WYANDOTTES.  Prepare  now  for  your 
fall  or  winter  sli  .ws.  Young  stock  that  are  sure 
of  winning  are  ri  adv  for  shipment  after  Oct.  I. 
Clias.  Itoljinson.  Ma'rbleliead.  Mass. 

BUFF  Wvandoiii.5.  Xow  is  the  time  to  buy  breed- 
ing stock  cheap,  as  it  must  Ite  sold  to  make  room. 
Some  Biiston  winners  In  the  lot.  G.  A.  Knight. 
Peal)ody,  .Mass. 


ROSE  COMB  Brown  and  S.  C.  Black  Leghorns. 
Circular  free.  J.  L.  Randolph.  Cutler.  O. 

SILVER  Wyandottes.  large,  open  laced,  typical, 
practical.  Every  bird  a  w  inner  the  last  five"  vears. 
Won  -5  firsts  at  Boston.  19(il.  If  von  want  this 
kind, write  John  C.  Jodrev.  Box  A.  Daovers.  Mass. 
P.  H.  Gossard,  Mo.  Valley,  la. 

TRASK'S  Plvmouth  Rock  Farm.  Barred.  White 
and  Buff  P.  Rocks.  Bargains  in  breeders.  Circu- 
lar free.  E.  F.  Trask.  Beverly.  Mass. 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES,  Triumph  strain.  100 
large  vigorous  cockerels,  pullets,  all  bred  from 
extra  layers  of  large  dark  brown  eggs.  Also  a 
fine  lot  of  fancv  stock,  dead  white  and  all  right 
for  anv  sUf>w.  "Prices  right.  Write  at  once.  W. 
E.  Mack,  W.  Woodstock.  Vt. 

WHITE  Wvandottes,  A  few  good  vearlings  for  sale 
cheap.  P.  D.  White.  N.  Attleboro,  Mass. 


Buyers'  Directory. 


CLASSIFIED  ADVERTISEMESTS  only  ttill  be 
printed  under  t  his  heading;  no  adverlisement  admitted 
coniaintng  less  than  TWO  lines;  no  display  other  than 
the  initial  icord  or  name  allotted;  no  limit  to  length  oj 
ad.;  an  advertiser  can  divide  his  copy  and  put  the 
matter  tinder  as  many  headings  as  fie  Irishes:  all  space 
used  except  classified  headlines,  to  be  charged  at  a 
uniform  price  of  25  cents  per  line  each  and  every 
insertion:  no  less  price  per  line  for  any  number  of  iinet 
or  times  inserted;  copy  trill  be  changed  often  as  desired; 
about  seven  ordinary  irords  trill  make  a  line;  all  parti 
0/ lines  charged  as  one  full  lijie;  the  headlines  will  be 
arranged  alphabetically,  as  in  a  ''^business  directory."' 

DOCS, 

^COTCH  COLI.IKs  fur  sale;  one  Black  aud  Tan 
broo'i  biich.  2  yr.  ol<i,  $5.    Puppies  2  mo.  old, 
male.  $3;  female.  $2  each. 

"   Taiil  Wliitebread,  Hobbie.  Pa. 

 GAMES.  

PIT  GA.ME  fowls  :iu,l  rn  Bull  Terrier  dogs. 
J..liD  r.  Cu;l.y.  Newburypoi  l.  .Mass. 


LEGHORNS.  

5i.  C.  Wliiie  Leghorn  breeders,  with  their 
^      w    trap  record  and  'JO  years  breediirg  for  eggs 
to  i»ack  them ;  10  or  less,  SI  each :  if  m^re,  write. 
 J.  W.  Slniwbridge.  Dundee.  X.  Y. 

A FINE  LOT  of  early  S.  C.  White  Leghorn  cock- 
erels f  r<im  my  ti^ip  record  breeders.   Bred  for 
eggs  and  good  ail  around;  S2.  So  and  S4  each. 
 ■).  W.  Strc.wbridge.  Dundee.  X.  V. 

MINORCAS. 

.\RGA1XS  in  Northup's  Min.  and  eggs  reujaiu- 
oer  seasnii.   Geo.  H.  N ..rtliup.  Raceville.  X.  Y. 
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PLYMOUTH  ROCKS. 


B 


L  EI:' ROCKS  .11  y.  1- ov 
ei's.       Mrs.  ,\.  L.  Powei 


I'tii-  saie.  threat  la>- 
l-e«'mii)sier.  Mass. 


PLYMOCTH  Rocks.  Barre.!  and  BulTs.  Whim 
Wyandoiies.  Pei'iuol  Poultry  Farm.  Mystic,  c.i. 

POULTRY  SUPPLIES. 

OR  S-.ALE,  eiiiier  entire,  ur  ;iiiy  seclious.ii 
.10  section  scratching  slieil  poultry  house  (built 
by  Clarence  Hunter)  to  be  taken  in  reasonable  time. 
Will  sell  cheap,  also  Ross  clover  cutter,  good  as  new, 
feed  mixer,  feed  boxes,  drinking  fountains,  eic. 
 A.  R.  .Jones.  Grove  gi..  Welleslev,  Mass. 


STOVE  WICKS. 


THE  SCXLIGHT  C.4KBON  WICK  lasts 
times  I'oiger  than  ordjuarv  wicks.    Sample  ICv. 
Best  oil  eanh:  clear  white  liglii.     S.  G .  Robinson, 
pri  uterof  F.-P  .  .''-'T  Allaiilio  A  venue.  B.'slon.  Mass. 


TRAP  NESTS. 


THE  IDEAL  allows  the  hen  that  laid  the  egg. 
Reliable,  cnuvenjeni.  com  pad.  simple.  econt<m- 
ical.  Trap  device  tent  by  ujail  prei)aid.  Circulars 
and  teslini.inials   that    will  interest  vou  are  free. 
Write  Frank  ().  Wellcome.  Yarmouth.  Maine. 


TURKEYS. 


TURKEY  CULTURE,  just  out.  givingtbeexpe- 
riencesof  IlteiiR'SI  successful  turkev  raisert  iii 
the  United  Slates.  Every  turkey  bre<^ler  sliould  have 
one.   Price  50c. 

Excelsior  Wire  A-  Ponllrv  Supply  Co., 
•y,  and     Vi-e\  S'..  New  York  oitv.  X.  Y. 


WANTED. 


-f\^.\XTED  I 

V¥  run  "U  shares  or  salary. 


.\pe:"ienced  man  p"u;ir}  plaui  to 
>r  salary,  4 
Address  Box  30.  Canterbury.  Conn.  f 


MANAGER  WANTED  on  poultry  iilant. 
raise  mostly  ducks.    Must  tmde'-siand  the  bus- 
iness in  all  its  branches  and  come  with  good  rcfe- 
euce.   ,\d'lress  George  Brown,  Jr.. 

 Maryland  Trust  C<i..  Baltimore. 

■«"«'r.AXTED,  voung  man  w  ith  some  experience  . 
>  »  lake  charge  of  small  modern  broi  er  and  ihu  s 
plant  cenlrallv  located.  Will  give  entire  nianagemeiit 
suCBcient  capital  and  half  interest  loan  energei;< 
man  capable  of  developing  business  on  a  large  ^cd.t 
Address,  etaliuii  e.\ni Tience.  elc. 

S.1I  .  ■■■<■■■  Fan,..PouUrv  Pub.  Co. 


WYANDOTTES. 


JHITK   \V\andoites.     Choice  youngsters  for 
sale  after  Sept.  1st.  $.S  per  trio. 

Ralph  llaswell.  Hoosick  Falls.  X.  Y 


DR.  H.4RWOOD,  Chasm  Falls.  X.  Y..  Buff  anJ 
Pariri.l.e  Wvandoties.  Rose  Comb  Blue  Anda- 
i.i-i  Mi*.    I  n..wotI,  r  great   bargains  in  this  seasoi  s 

breeders     No  one  has  better  stock   _ 

KZ-kri  PULLETS.PiizcsKx-k  Whii.  Wvandot;.iS, 
Ovr^.?  readv  for  dellTerv  last  of  August.  A;s.'» 
few  choice  cockerels  and  reariing  breeders 

H.  A.  Hathaway,  Greendale  >■  i . 
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reduceil  to  the  minimum  for  five  or  six  years, 
which  time  should  suiely  tell  me  whether  it 
would  be  a  success  or  not.  Cannot  command 
more  than  §150  capital.  If  you  think  project 
too  heavy  a  burden  for  the  capital  named, 
don't  hesitate  to  say  so." — There  are  some 
things  about  that  letter  that  recommend  its 
writer  as  a  person  possessing  some  of  a  kind 
of  sense  not  too  common  among  those  who 
want  to  begin  poultry  keeping,  but— unless  it 
is  really  necessary  that  he  should  mtiUe  a 
change,  T  would  not  advise  him  to  leave  the 
office  position.  As  I  read  his  letter  he  is  not 
compelled  to  change,  but  feels  impelled  to  do 
so.  I  can  readily  appreciate  the  desire  for  out- 
door life;  at  the  same  time  I  know  well  that 
when  one  gets  into  it  and  has  to  stay  out 


doors  in  all  weathers,  he  is  not  always  wholly 
satisfied  with  it.  Mr.  C.  has  made  a  start  in 
life.  To  change  now  is  to  throw  away  much 
of  what  he  has  done,  and  he  ought  not  to 
change  without  suflicient  reason  or  induce- 
ment. His  capital  is  not  sufficient  for  a  man 
who  knows  nothing  of  the  business.  One 
who  was  expert  in  it  and  willing  to  grind  and 
to  practice  some  severe  self  denial  might  start 
with  that  amount  of  money,  though  he  would 
probably  have  to  piece  out  his  income  by  some 
other  work,  but  it  would  be  folly  for  this  man 
with  no  experience  to  undertake  it.  If  it 
were  necessary  to  get  out  of  the  office  he 
might  hire  out  on  a  poultry  farm  for  a  while 
before  making  up  his  mind  what  to  do. 


SHOWS  TO  OCCUR. 


Secretaries  of  Shows  are  Requested  to  Note  Errors 
or  Omissions,  and  Notify  Us  With  Correction 
of  Same. 


New  England  States. 

Sept. 24— 23.  ilruttleboro,  Vi.  I).  E.  Tasker,  Supt. 
of  Poultry. 

Sot.  11— 14.  Lawrence,  Mass .  A.  L.  Harris.  Sec'y. 
Nov.  24 — 29.  Danbury,  Couu.   F.  Borman.  Sec'y. 
Nov. 25— 27.  Brockton,  Mass.   Wm.  L.  Puffer,  Sec  y. 
Nov. 25— 28.  Torriufrlon.Coun.  C'li»s.E.  Young. S'y. 
Dec.  2—5.  South  Franiingliam,  Mass.  F.  W.  Jea- 

niu^s.  Sec'y. 
Dee.  9— 11.  Milford,  Mass.  W.  H.  Pyne,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  9— 12.  Hartford,  Conn.    Clias.  I.  Balcli,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  10—12.    No.  Abington,  Mass.    James  Dwyer, 

Sec'y. 

Dec.  10— 13.  Providence,  R.  I.   H.  S.  ISabcock.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  16— 19.  Lewiston,  Me.  A.  L.  Merrill,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  17—20.  West  Haven,  Conn.    E.  J.  Crawford, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.  24—26.   Bristol,  Conn.  H.  M.  Clayton,  Sec'y, 

FlaiaSeld,  Couu. 
Dec.  30-Jan.  2.  Wallingford,  Conn.  H.  H»ywood, 

Sec'y . 

Dec.30— Jau.2.  Beverly,  Mass.  W.  H.  Palmer,  Sec'y. 
Dec.30— Jan.  2.  Meriden.  Conn.  Joshua  Shuie.  S'y. 
Dec.  31— Jan.  '2.  Fitcliburg,  Mass.  J.  L.  Frost,  S'y. 
Jan. 13— 17.   Boston,  Mass.  A.  R.  Sharp,  Asst.  Sec'y, 

Tauuton,  ^lass, 
Jan.  21— 23.  Peterboro,  N.  H.  Karl  S.  Kyes.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  27— 31.  New  Bedford,  Mass.   Norman  Barstow, 

Sec'y. 

riiddle  states. 

Aug.  25—29.    Hornellsville.  N.  Y.    A.  S.  Stillman, 

Alfred.  N.  Y.,  Supt.  of  Poultry. 
Aug.'26— 29.  Cortland,  N.  Y.    W.  J.Greenman.  Sec'y. 
Aug.  26—29.    Cambridge,  N.  Y.    F.  S.  Nicholson, 

Supt.  of  Poultry. 
Sept.  9-1-2.  Greene,  N.  Y.  A.  D.  Martin,  Supt.  of 

Poultry. 

Sept.  23— 26.  PougUkeepsie,  N.  Y.  J.  M.  Booth,  S'y. 
Sept.29— Oct.'2.  Schoharie,  N.  Y.  Clyde  H.  Proper, 
Sec'y. 

Sept. -29— Oct.  2.  Trenton,  N.J.  W.  S.  Gladney,  S'y. 
Nov.  12— 13.  Johnstown.  N.  Y.  H.  J.  Quilhot,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  2— 5.   Maueawau,  N.  Y.  Hector  W.  Milspaugli, 

Sec'y,  ^Valden,  N.  Y. 
Dec.  15— 20.  Newark,  N.J.  James  P.  Ingram.  Sec'y, 

Irvingtou.  N.J. 
Dec.  15— -20.  Syracuse,  N.  Y'.  C.  C.  DePuy.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  16— ID.   Elmira.  N.  Y.  H.  E.  Benedict,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  24— 26.   Ritton,  N.Y'.  F.  E.  Miller,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  5— 10.  New  York,  N. 'i  .  H.  V.  Crawford.  Sec'y. 

ilontclair.  N.  J. 
Jan.  7— 10.  Auburn.  N.Y'.   Fred  Roe,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  12— 16.   Warren.  Pa.  J.  H.  Uowden.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  16— '23.   Rochester.  N.  Y.  J.  Dreshler,  Sec  y. 
Jan. 20— '.H.  Harrisburg,  Pa.  J.  R.  Gore,  Sec'y,  Mid- 

dletown.  Pa. 

Jan.2S— ."1.  Schenectady,  N.Y'.  H.  J.  Fuller.  Sec'y. 
Feb.  -22—23.  Pittsburg,  Pa.  J.  C.  Moore,  Sec'y. 

Southern  States. 

Sept.  30— Oct.  S.  Charlotte.  N.  C.  Mecklenburg  Fair 
Ass'n.  B.  S.  Davis,  .Mgr.  Pouliry  Dep't. 

Oct.  7— 10.  Winston.  N.C.  C.  B.  Webb,  Sec'y. 

Oct.  14— 17.  Hagerslown,  Md.  John L.  Cost,  Sujit.  o£ 
Poultry. 

Nov.  IS— 22.  Washington,  D.  C.  J.  M.  .Allen,  Sec'y. 
Nov.  -25— -29.  Augusta,  Ga.  W.  B.  Love.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  11— 16.  Richmond,  Va.   F.  S.  BuUington.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  16—19.  Gastouia,  N,  C.  I.  W.  Holland,  Sec'y. 
Jau.6— 11.  Aberdeen,  .Miss.  John  R.  Young.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  6— 9.  Wilmington,  N.  C.   W.C.  Armstrong.  S'y. 
Jan.  12— 15.  Charlotte,  N.  C.  John  B.  Taylor.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  16— -20.  High  Point,  N.  C.   R.  L.Simmons.  Sec'y, 

Lexingtou,  N.  C. 
Jan.  2-2— '28.  Louisville.  Ky.  John  H.  Good,  Sec'y. 

Near  West  States. 

Sept. 13— 19.  Inilianapolis.Iud..  State  Fair.  Sid  Con- 
ger, Shelby ville,  Ind..  Supt.  o£  Poultry. 

Nov.  23— -28.  Galesburg.  111.  D.  E.  Blick,  Sec'y. 

Nov.  25— Dec. -2.   :Moline,  111.  Oscar  Hogberg.  Sec  y. 

Dec.  .   Springfield,  111.  T.  S.  McCoy.  Sec'y. 

Dec. -2— 5.  Cao:il  Dover,  O.  J.  M.  Schell.  Sec'y.  New 
Philadelphia,  O. 

Dec.  3— 6.   Sycamore,  O.  A.  E.  Bennington.  Sec'y. 

Dec. 3— 9.  Indianapolis. Ind.  C.  W.  Hackleman,  S'y. 

Dec.  4— 10.  Cleveland,  O.  F.  R.  Hunt,  Sec'y,  Brook- 
lyn. O. 

Dec.  8— 13.  Oakland  City.  Ind.  L.  B.  Ouster,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  9— 11.   Sparta,  111.  T.  A.  Brown.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  11— 13.  Galva,  III.  F.  E.  Oisen,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  11— 13.   Salem.  O.   H .  E.  I'lililips,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  15— IS.  Quincy.Mich.   A.  E.  Rogers,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  15—19.  Terre  Haute,  Ind.    B,  Howard  Whit- 
comb,  Pres. 


Dec.  l->— 20.   Big  Rapids,  Mich.   B.  W.  Fellows,  S'y. 
Dec.  16— 19.  Eldorado,  O.  A.  C.  Carney,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  17— 22.  Middletown,  O. 
Dec. -2-2- -27.  Kalamazoo,  Mich.  J.  S.  Carr,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  23— -26.   Yorkville,  111.  A.  Tarbox,  Sec'y. 
Dec.30— Jan. -2.   Dayton, O. 

Dec.  30— Jan.  2.  Saginaw,  Mich.  Wm.  Will,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  1—6.   Kaukakee,  111.  E.  P.  Viuing,  Sec'y. 
Jan. .5— 9.   .Minonk,  111.   O.  M.  Davison,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  5—10.   Frankfort,  In.i.  John  K.  Pence,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  6— 10.   Delavan.  Wis.  S.  W.  Gregory, Sec'y. 
Jan.  7— 10.  Lanark,  III.  E.  D.  Leland,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  7— 10.  Olney,  111.  Edw.  E.  Dalton,  Sec'y,  Park- 
ersburg.  III. 

Jau.7— 10.  Cambridge,  O.  .James  C.  Sarchelt,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  7— 13.   Columbus.  O. 

Jan.  12—17.   Belvidere,  111.  L.  R.  Kimmey,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  13— 16.  Nunda,  111.  Geo.  H.  Prickett,  Sec'y. 
•Jan.  13 — 17.   Fremont.  O.  C.  L.  Bowius, Sec'y. 
Jan.  13— 17.  Charleston,  lU.  C.  L.  Carney,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  IS— 17.  Cincinnati.  O.  .A.  E.  Brooks,  Sec'y. 
Jau.  14— 17.   Findlay.O.   Will  E.  Heck,  Sec'y, 
Jan. 14— 21.   New  .\lbany,  Ind.  H.  C.  Gififord,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  15 — ^21.  Canton.  O.  C.  Bruce.  Sec'y. 
Jan.  19—24.  Chicago,  III.    F.   L.  Kimmey,  Sec'y, 

Morgan  Park,  111. 
Jan.  21— 24.  Paris,  III.  N.  S.  Baber,  Sec'y. 
Jan.  -27— .30.  Kenosha,  Wis.    Dr.  J.  T.  Hernsheim, 

Sec'y. 

Feb.  7— «.  Armada,  Micli.  C.  A.  Hulbei-t,  Sec'y. 

Central  West  States. 

Nov.  17— 21.  Iowa  City,  la.  R.  W.  Wales,  Sec'y. 
Nov. '2-5 — -28.  Burlington,  la.  E.  A.  Dreier,  Sec'y. 
Nov.  23— '28.  Garden  City,  Mo.  T.  J.  Jones,  Sec'y. 
Dec.2— .5.  Bowling  Green,  Mo.  Mrs.-F.S.  Love.  S'y. 
Dec. -2— 6.  KirksvlUe.Mo.  F.  M.Buckiugham.  Sec'y. 
Dec.  8—10.  Elsberry,  Mo.   L.  W.  Crank,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  9— 12.  Fayette,  Mo.  H.  P.  Mason,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  16—19.  Fremont,  Neb.   W.  H.  Haven,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  19—24.  Mason  City,  la.  S.  V.  .Johns,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  29— .Jan.  3.  St.  Louis,  Mo.  John  A.  Francisco, 
Sec'y. 

Dec.30— Jau.2.  Bloomfleld.  la.  I. T.  Dabney,  Sec'y. 

Dec.  30— Jan.  2.  Butler,  Mo.  C.  L.  Allen,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  5— 8.  Great  Beud.'Kaus.   W. -A.  Dunn,  Sec'y. 

Jau.  5— 8.  Winona,  Minn.   Henry  Hess,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  5— 10.  Webster  City,  la.   Fred  Hahne,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  S— 14.  St.  Paul,  .Minn.  N.  S.  Beardsley, Sec'y. 

Jan. 1-2— 16.  Stuart,  la.  Mrs.  D.  Davis,  Sec'y, 

Jan.  1-2—17.  Clarinda,  la.   Walter  A.  Brown,  Sec'y. 

Jan.  1-2— 17.  Cedar  Rapids.  la.  N.  P.  Bourne,  Sec'y. 
/Jan.  13—15.  Troy,  ilo.  Stuart  L.  Peun,  Sec'y. 
V'Jan.14— 20.  Kansas  Ciiy.  Ml'.  Ed.  H.  Mack.  Sec'y. 

Jan. -27— 31.  Siou.\  Fall;.  S.  D.   N.  E.  Getman.  Sec'y, 
Larchwuod,  la. 

Feb.  10— 1-2.   Jloutevideo.  Minn.  L.  H.  Arnold,  Sec'y. 

Far  West  States. 

Dec.2— 6.  Oakland,   Cal.    J.  C.    Williams,  Sec'y, 

Fruitvale.  Cal. 
Dec.  9— 13.   Portland,  Ore.  F.  J.  Ladd,  Sec'y. 
Dec.  10—13.  Fresno,  Cal.  Geo.  R.  Andrews.  Sec'y. 

Fort  Collins,  Col.  W.  E.  Vaplon,  Sec'y. 
Walla  Walla.  Wash.  Julius  A.  Levy,  S'y. 
Roseburg,  Ore.  F.  B.  Hamlin.  Sec'y, 


Dec.  16-19. 
Dec.  16-20. 
Dec.  17— -20. 


Canada. 


Sept. 1—13.  Toronto.   H.  J.  Hill,  Sec'y. 
Jati.19— 23.  Owen  Sound.   R.  R. Cameron.  Sec'y. 


An    Ensilage   Box  —  Beginning 
Slow — Idea  of  a  Poultry 
House. 

Editor  FaRM-POCLTRY  :—  Re  answer  to  D. 
D.  G.,  in  F.-P.  for  July  1,  would  say  that  I 
have  tried  ensilage  in  an  air  tight  box,  and  fed 
it  all  last  winter  with  splendid  success.  I  got 
a  grooved  and  tongued  box,  3x4.k3  ft.,  and 
built  it  into  a  lean-to  4  to  6  in.  larger  all 
aromid  than  the  box,  and  filled  in  that  space 
with  sawdust.  I  then  got  five  or  six  hundred 
pounds  of  second  crop  clover,  put  it  through 
a  clover  cutter,  and  tramped  down  every 
bushel  of  it  -as  put  In  the  box.    I  cut  the 

VALLEY  FARM  IS  IN  CONK., 

SIMSBDKY,  HAKTFOKD  CO. 


CORNELL 

%  Incubators 

And 

Brooders. 

Our  Muoliiues  ai  e  the  latest  au*l  iiji>st  modern  inven- 
tion for  artificially  hatching  and  reai  iiiji;  chickens. 

The  great  superiority  ot  ilie  CORNELL  IXCTTBA- 
TOKS  ami  BKOODKKS  is  due  to  the  regulation  of 
ventilatiou  and  heating. 

Our  Xew  Improved  Brooders  are  Self-Ventilaling  and  Self-Regulating.  Cost  no  more  Iban  Brooders 
of  other  mttnufacture.  The  temperature  of  the  hover  can  be  kept  at  any  desired  degree  without  atten- 
tion on  the  part  of  ilie  operator,  with  no  cold  corners  nor  hot  spots  in  whicli  the  chickens  will  crowd. 

Do  not  forget  that  we  guarantee  the  CORNELL  to  be  satisfactory  to  the  purchaser.  If  not  so  it  may 
be  returned  within  60  days  of  date  of  purchase  and  cash  will  be  refunded. 

These  niachiues  hatch  healthy  chicks  because  moisture  is  provided  in  proper  degree  in  the  air  of  the 
eggcliamher.  The  air  is  not  useil  over  ami  over  again  so  that  it  becomes  stagnant.  The  warmed  fresh 
air  is  constantly  forced  through  the  egg  chamber.  The  Cornell  equalizes  this  warm  air  uniformly.  Tlie 
regulator  bar  does  not  encumber  the  top  and  endanger  the  hatch,  but  is  iucased  benealli  the  smooth,  clear, 
and  convenient  table  top. 

SPECIAL  PRICES  ON  LARGE  ORDERS. 

Write  for  illustrated  catalogue  today, 

CORNELL  INCUBATOR  MFG.  CO.,  Dept.F,  Ithaca,  N.Y. 


Intelligent  Feeding 

Always  returns  a  profit.  Improper  feeding  results  in  losses  and  disappointment.  Our  feed  is  not  a  stimu- 
lant or  condiment,  hut  a  complete  food.  It  is  sold  by  the  leading  dealers  in  every  state.  It  is  the  most 
economical  feed  you  can  use.  Our  b(tokiet. 

The  SCIENCE  OF  POULTRY  FEEDING 

Describes  it  fiillv,  and  will  be  sent  free  on  request.  W  e  are  on  tlie  eve  of  a  revoluth.n  in  methods.  The 
Cramming  MaL-hitie  is  here  to  stav.  The  dav  of  grass  fed  poultry  is  past.  The  demand  for  fattened  finished 
pouitrv  is  at  liaud.  We  have  perfected  the  best,  simplest,  and  cheapest  CRAMMING  MACHINE  for 
forced  feeding  in  the  world.  A  woman  or  child  can  operate  it.  Also  the  only  perfect  fattening  meal 
for  machine  or  trough  feeding,  known  as 

If  you  would  know  what  is  nuw  heio^  donf  in  titis  husincfs.  aud  the  details  of  the  process,  write  for  our 
Booklet,  POULTRY  FATTEMNG  PEKFECTED,  and  ;.'et  posted. 

THE  MIDLAND  POULTRY  FOOD  CO., 

First  aud  Lydia  Ave..  KAXS.iS  CITY,  MO. 


Whei? 


are 


High 


Begin  to  feed  Shei^cian's 
I  Condition  Powder  to  j-our 
I  fiock  early  in  the  fall  and  your 
iens  will  coin  money  for  you 
during  fall   and  winter  months 
when  eggs  are  high.  It  makes 
hens  healthy  and  makes 
them  lay  abundantly. 

SHERIDAN'S 
Condition  Powder 

TJsed  and  endorsed  by  prosperous 
poultry  raisers  for  over  30  years. 
S  old  by  dmggiets,  grocers,  feed  dealers.  If 
yoa  can't  pet  it  we  send  one  pack,  aoc  ;  five, 
.51.  A  two-lb.  can,  $1.20:  Bii,  $5.  Express  ' 
paid.    Sample  Poultry  Paper  free. 
I.  S.  JOHNSON  &  CO., 
Boston,  Mass. 


Vou  Want 
Them 

You  do  want  every  day  a  nestful  of 
eggs  from  September  to  April,  when  they 
will  command  the  highest  prices  per 
dozen  in  the  large  markets,  and  are  in 
great  demand. 

Getting  eggs  when  you  want  them  is  a 
matter  ot  choice.  You  can  have  them  or 
not.  It  depends  wholly  upon  the  care, 
feeding,  and  management. 

Four  essentials  are  absolutely  neces- 
sarv  to  succeed,  as  follows  : — 

1st.  Hatch  your  chickens  in  the 
months  of  March,  April  and  May. 

2d.  Keep  them  growing  so  the  pullets 
will  mature  early  and  lay  by  October. 

3d.  Help  your  hens  over  the  molting 
season,  so  that  all  will  lay  early. 

4th.  Follow  the  example  of  succcess- 
ful  pouitrv  raisers,  who  by  the  use  of  - 
Sherid.\n's  Coxditiox  Powder  in  the 
mash  food,  as  directed,  are  doing  all  of 
the  above,  and  increasing  their  profits 
vearly.  It  is  a  powerful  food  digestive. 
Therefore,  no  matter  what  foods  you  use 
in  the  mash,  mix  with  it  daily  Sheridan's 
Pow  der  ;  it  assures  perfect  assimilation 
of  the  food  elements  needed  to  form  new 
plumage;  to  make  pullets  mature  early; 
to  make  hens  lay  when  you  want  eggs. 


WYCKOFF'S  GRANDVIEW  POULTRY  FARM 


! 

AURORA,  Cayuga  Co.,  N.  Y., 

IS  HEADQUARTERS  for  the  PURE  BRED,  GENUINE  and  ORIGINAL 

WYGKOFF  White  Leghorns 

Ackunwled^red  everywhere  the  "Worhl's  Greatest  Laying  strain  of  S.  C.  While  Leghorns,  and  unsurpassed  In 
Stan<iard  qualifies.  The  above  statfinent  is  absolutely  true,  regardless  «{  the  slalemenis  of  unprincipled 
aud  trrespousihie  parties  to  the  coDti  nry.  aud  for  further  proof  we  take  pleasure  in  referring  you  to  Mr.  C. 
H.  Wyckotf.  (the  originator  of  thestt  uiu)  right  here  ou  the  farm. 

This  season  has  given  us  Ihe  largest  and  most  satisfactory  trade  in  hatching  eggs  In  onr  mar.v  yt  ars 
experience,  and  we  shall  be  ready  for  the  fall  and  winter  trade  with  the  largest  and  finest  stock  of  ticih  spring 
hatched  and  yearling  hirds  we  have  ever  owned. 

Our  large  circul.ir  gives  full  Information,  and  is  free  for  the  asking.  We  pay  our  own  postage. 
Kindly  let  us  hear  from  you.   Address  as  above. 
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cover  so  that  it  would  slide  down  easilv 
iuside  the  box.  Wbeu  full,  put  the  cover  on 
and  piled  two  or  ihree  hundred  pounds  of 
stone  on  it,  and  then  spread  sawdust  so  as  to 
exclude  the  air.  I  fed  this  clover  as  one-third 
of  the  mash  all  winter,  and  would  not  do  with- 
out It  now. 

I  am  three  years  in  the  poultry  business  now. 
and  hnve  come  to  verify  all  you  say  to  a 
beginner  about  goius;  slow  and  profiting  by 
others'  experience.  It  is  the  experimenting 
on  one's  own  ideas  that  makes  the  poultry 
business  an  expensive  one  to  so  many  begin- 
ners. 

I  built  a  hen  house  10  x  90,  rear  wall  3  ft., 
front  6  ft.,  curtain  front  to  scratching  sheds, 
and  find  it  very  satisfactory.  But  if  I  had  to 
build  again,  I  would  make  it  1i  orl5  ft.  wide, 
of  length  to  suit,  wails  the  same,  height  (3  and 
6  ft.)  and  the  front  pitch  to  the  roof  to  be -1 
or  5  ft.  from  eaves  to  ridge;  each  pen  to  be  14 
X  14  ft.,  large  window  in  front  of  each,  and 
doors  on  double  swing  hinges  between  pens. 

Ormstown,  Que.,  Can.   Wm.  Morkisox. 


NEWS  NOTES. 


"Seasonable  Suggestions,"  is  the  title  of  a 
little  booklet  just  issued  by  the  Harvey  Seed 
Co.,  Bulfalo,  y.  Y.,  advertising  some  of  the 
specialties  most  in  demand  at  this  season. 
The  articles  most  conspicuously  mentioned 
are  insecticides,  white  w.ishers,  and  sprayers. 
Readers  interested  should  send  for  the  book- 
let before  the  supply  is  exhausted. 


The  American  Poultry  Institute  has  removed 
from  Buffitlo,  and  now  has  offices  No.  34.5 
Powers  Building,  Rochester,  N.  Y.  Offices 
more  convenient  for  the  Institute's  work 
having  been  fitted  up  there.  Prospectus 
maile(|  on  request. 


The  Xorthern  Illinois  Poultry  Association 
will  hold  its  next  annual  show  at  Belvidere, 
Januarv  12—17.    L.  K.  Kimmey,  Sec'y. 


The  Oakland  Poultry  Association  will  hold 
its  fifth  annual  exhibition  at  Oakland,  Cal., 
Dec.  -2— 6. 1902.  -Judires,  Henry  Berrar,  F.  H. 
Shellabarger,  C.  G.  Hinds.  J.  C.  Williams, 
Sec'y,  Fruitvale.  Cal. 


The  Brockton  Pouln  y  Association  will  hold 
its  ninth  annual  exhibition  in  Franklin  Hail. 
Campello,  Brockton,  Mass. .Nov.  25—27.  Wm. 
L.  Puffer.  Sec'v. 


Judges  engaged  for  the  Milford,  Mass., 
show,  Dec.  9  —  11,  are  D.  J.  Lambert,  W.  B. 
Atherton.  and  .1.  Fred  Watson.  W.  H.  Pyne, 
Sec'v. 


The  New  Bedford  Poultry  Association  will 
hold  its  next  annual  show  in  City  Hall,  New 
Bedford,  Mass.,  Jan.  27-31,  1903.  The  show 
will  be  cooped  by  the  Empire  Cooping  Co.. 
provision  being  made  for  1.000  birds.  Messrs. 
Cash  and  Bowers,  of  Fall  River,  will  judge 
the  pigeons:  P.  R.  Park  the  Rhode  Island 
Reds,  and  I.  K.  Felch  all  other  classes.  The 
as-iociation  is  in  flourishing  condition,  and 
offers  §.500  in  cash  prizes,  besides  several 
handsome  silver  cups.  Norman  Barstow, 
Sec'v. 


The  Terre  Haute  Fanciers'  Association  will 
hold  their  third  annual  exhibition  Dec.  15 — 
19,  at  Terre  Haute,  Ind.  T.  M.  Campbell, 
judge.   B.  Howard  Whitcomb,  president. 


The  Tuscarawas  County  Poultry  and  Pet 
Stock  Association  will  hold  its  first  annual 
exhibition  at  Canal  Dover,  O.,  Dec.  2—5.  The 
association  has  an  enthusiastic  membership  of 
two  hundred  and  fifty.  Good  cash  and  numer- 
ous special  premiums  will  be  offered.  Cha*. 
McClave  will  judge.  J.  M.  Schell,  Sec'y,  New 
Philadelphia,  O. 

The  Quincy,  Mich.,  Poultry  and  Pet  Stock 
Association  will  hold  a  show  Dec.  15—18. 
Jas.  A.  Tucker,  judge.    A.  E.  Rogers,  Sec'y. 


The  Big  Rapids.  Mich.,  Poultry  and  Pet 
Stock  Club  expect  to  have  a  bench  show  in 
connection  with  their  annual  exhibition,  Dec. 
lo— 20.  Sharp  Butterfield  has  been  eng.aged 
to  judge  the  poultry.   B.  W.  Fellows,  Sec'y. 

At  the  Valley  Fair  Brattleboro,  Vt.,  Sept- 


24 — 25.  I.  K.  Felch  will  judge  the  poultry,  and 
as  for  many  years  past,  D.  E.  Tasker  will  act 
as  superintendent  of  the  poultry  department. 


The  June  is.sue  of  The  Orpington  contams 
a  very  satisfactory  half-tone  reproduction  of 
the  features  of  Mr.  Wallace  P.  Willett,  editor 
and  publisher  of  the  paper.  While  we  don't 
take  much  stock  in  one  breed  papers  as  finan- 
cial investments,  we  have  an  idea  that  this 
will  last  longer  than  most  of  them — the  pub- 
lisher seems  to  be  in  position  to  make  it  last  a 
good  while  regardless  of  profits. 


Malcecowsjnar,  use  Sharpies  Cream  Separators.  Book , 
"liusiness  I)airyinfr''aiid  Cal.249free.  W.Chester,  l*a. 


Some  Effects  of  Roup. 

Editor  Farm-Poultry  :  —  Last  winter 
some  of  my  White  Wyandottes  caught  cold 
and  had.  I  should  think,  catarrh.  Their  noses 
would  run.  and  they  sneezed  a  great  deal. 
All  seem  to  be  over  it  except  one  hen.  Siie 
has  a  rattling  in  the  throat  and  acts  as  if  she 
was  uearl}'  choked,  especially  when  eating. 
She  was  the  worst  of  the  lot  in  winter  and  has 
been  as  she  is  now  for  six  months,  but  has 
laid  all  the  time.  I  have  tried  several  roup 
cures,  kerosene,  peroxide  of  hydrogen,  etc.. 
but  they  have  done  no  good.  Can  you  tell 
me  what  to  do?  Would  she  be  good  to  eat  if 
I  killed  her? 

Some  of  my  young  chickens  two  and  three 
months  old  are  beginning  to  sneeze  and  run 
at  the  nose.  Is  there  anything  I  can  put  in 
the  water  without  treating -each  individually  ? 

F.  W.  H. 


It  is  possible  that  iu  the  case  of  the  hen  the 
disease  so  affected  the  membranes  of  the 
throat  that  both  swallowing  and  breathing 
become  difficult.  For  such  condition  there  is 
no  cure.  The  best  thing  to  do  is  to  kill  the 
hen.  for  though  she  probably  suffers  only 
inconvenience  as  a  result  of  her  condition, 
such  fowls  are  objectionable  in  a  flock. 
Should  think  it  likely  that  she  would  be  found 
fit  for  food.  That  question  can  be  decided 
when  the  hen  is  dressed, —  on  her  apparent 
condition  then. 

If  the  young  chicks  are  from  the  stock  that 
had  the  roup  last  winter,  it  is  not  at  all  sur- 
prising that  some  of  them  now  develop  symp- 
toms of  it.  That  is  a  usual  result  of  breeding 
from  fowls  that  have  had  the  roup.  This 
may  not  develop  into  anything  very  serious, 
but  there  is  danger  that  it  may.  There  are 
several  remedies  which  may  be  used  in  water. 
One  of  the  most  popular  is  Conkey's  roup 
cure.  I  used  to  use  common  hard  soap  dis- 
solved to  the  consistency  of  soft  soap,  and 
given  in  proportions  of  a  tablespoonful  to  a 
gallon  of  water,  for  colds  and  distempers  of 
this  kind,  using  the  soap  in  the  drinking  water 
while  symptoms  of  distemper  continued. 
Another  remedy  to  be  given  in  drinking 
water  is  aconite — a  dozen  homeopathic  pellets 
to  the  quart  of  water. 

Of  equal,  if  not  greater,  importance  with 
the  use  of  such  remedies,  is  giving  the  fowls 
or  chicks  plenty  of  fresh  air.  The  use  of 
close  coops  and  houses,  and  overcrowding 
these  is  too  common,  and  is  responsible  for 
many  of  the  troubles  affecting  poultry. 


Its  Value  None  Can  Foretell. 

No  man  can  estimate  the  v.ilue  of  a  really 
good  advertisement.  It  is  jiossible  for  a 
single  advertisement  to  return  its  cost  a  thou- 
sand fold  —  just  as  it  is  possible  for  it  to  be  a 
total  loss. —  The  Advisor. 

ORNAMENTAL  LAWN  FENCE 

hnr  from  manufacturers 
direct  and  save  the  DeaierV 
MM  ProfltofS01o:!5  percent.  U'e 
r.:.xrj  make  many  design^,  and 
.  ^ell  m<:)re  Ornamenlal  Fence 
^  than  any  other  two  tirms 
in  the  business.  Wliv!  Bp- 
cause  ire  u-'ie  nothing  but  the 
he^t  material  moaej  cao  buj, 
sell  direct  to  the  u-^tr  at 
FACTORY  PRICES  and  enarante*  any  one  can  erect 
onr  fence.  We  make  special  prices  to  Churche.-^.  Ceme- 
teries and  large  Parks.  Send  us  your  address.  AVew  ill 
take  pleasure  in  mailing  you  our  large  32  pape  catalog 
on  Ornamental  Fencing,  free.  If  you  are  interested  in 
farm  Fencing  send  for  our  42  page  Catalotrue.  Addre?.- 

COILED  SPRING  FENCE  CO. 
Rox  m  Winchester.  Ind.  U.  S.  A. 
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DON'T  SET  HENS 


the  1 


    10  tto«. 

Unlchrrl  SuOnlr*'-.  OT.rSH/..  inoie.  J':^4t 
>  ;  ■•iir*ntJw»ate<lforl&'2.eitheris«i.  P:fa..*ol work. Big 
t ro6u  riuloe Mill  lOe  Fjnt  FormoU  KBEE i  r.rou wi^t  tM»j 
^■innl  Pt-  f-t-*-'"'  -  1  B  S     CuliiMbiu,  fldh 


WHEN  IN  DOUBT  GET  THE  IDEAL. 
"  The  Brooder  With  AdTantagres." 

Booklet  free  upon  mention  of  this  paper. 
THE  IDEAL  BROODER  CO.,  Glencarlyn,  Va. 
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Blanchard's  White  Leghorns. 

THE  LEADING  STK.iEs    OF  HEAVr  LATERS. 

Are  no  experiment,  liaving  been  carefully  selected  and  bred  J<»r  over  twentv  vears,  with  results  iliat 
fully  justify  the  claim  that  they  are  tlie  ^leatesi  laying  strain  i>f  f-iiiirle  Comb  \\  h'lle  Lejihoi  ns  in  exisience. 

No  labor  or  expense  has  been  spared  in  biiililing  up  and  perfecting  this  strain,  and  while  tlie  nroouc- 
lion  of  large  pure  white  fancy  market  eggs  has  been  the  main  object.  Standard  Qualities  have  not  been 
neglected.  Thev  are  large,  vigorous,  aclive  and  handsome.  Go'<d  winter  lavers.  and  keep  at  it  all  sum- 
mer. Unexcelled  for  introducing  new  l)lcio.i.  or  as  foundation  stock.  XO  BETTER  ANYWHERE  AT  ANY 
PRICE.   ILLUSTR.\TEU  CIKCUI..*K  FREE. 

EGGS  FOR  H.4TCHISG  S3  per  15;  S3.T5  per  30:  S5  per  45  :  SIO  per  100. 

H.  J.  BL.4.NCH.\KD,  I?..x  4e;.  Grotoii.  N.  T. 

PoOrfRYSUPPLiESl 

Of  every  description.   Green  Bone  Cutters.  Shell  Mills.  Drinking  Fountains,  W 

Feed  Trays.  0\ sier  Shells.  Beef  Scraps.  Meat  Meals.  Condition  Powders.  Egg  m 

Foods.  So  Prize  and  (_  h:imi»i"n  Brooders.  Old  Homestead  Brooders.  Egg  Case^,  " 

K;rgsand  evervthinir  fttr  the  successful  breeding  of  pnultrA-  and  pet  stock.  Our  ^ 

larire  Illustrated  Caialo:!ue  FREE.   Send  for  one.  ■ 

EXCELSICMt  ATIRE  &  POULTRY  SUPPLY  CO.  ^ 

V.  Rrss.  Prop.      I)ep"t  I.   S6  and  28  Tesey  St..  NEW  YORK  CITY.  P 

CONKEY  S  ROUP  CURE 

/^/^"V'K'Xr'ArsC  "Orf^T'T*  /^T'TJ'C  Theonly  remedy  positivelv  known  tocure  1!.. no 
l_ J>  ±VJCi  JL  i%^JL  X  L  X»X!i   in  all  its  forms  as  long  as  tliefowl  can  see  :o 

driitk.  Siuipiy  put  the  cure  in  drinking  water,  auti  the  fowl  will  take  its  owu  medicine.  For  Canker,  espe- 
ciailv  iu  pigeons,  this  remedy  excels  al".  "■tiiei's.  (_Mie  .5<'c.  package  makes  2^  gallons  «»f  me*iicine.  Direclit.rs 
witii'everv  iiackaee.  If  this  fails  to  cure  we  refnn»i  nionev.   Postpaid,  small  size.  .%0c.:  larse  size.  SI. 

PFTAIX'MA  INCUBATOR  CO..  Petalum.i.  Cal..  Pacilic  Coast  Airenis.  Mention  Farhi-Poultrr.  Don't 
send  st.amns.  G.  E.  CONKEY  &  CO., 

Eastern  Wholesale  Office  No.  S  Park  Plaf-e.  New  York  Cilv.  Cleveland.  Ohio. 

FOR    SALE    BY  ALL  POULTRY  SUPPLY  HOUSES    AND  DRUGGISTS. 


200-Egg  Incubator  $|2  <"> 

The  wonderfnl  simplicity  of  the  Wooden  Hen  and  the  greatly  increased  prodne- 
tion  forced  hvits  immense  saies,  makes  it  possible  to  offer  this  ]:>erfect  hatcher 
for  *12.80. "  (iuaranleed  to  hatch  as  large  a  percentage  of  eggs  as  any  otner 
hatcher  at  anv  price.  Self-regtUating  and  fully  guaranteed.  Send  for  the  free 
Qstrated  caiiilogne.  CEO.  H.  STAHL,  Quincy,  Hi. 


illns 


HIGH 

SCORERS. 


HEAVY 


LAYERS. 


0^ 

URGE  &  SHAPELY. 


213 -Egg  Strain 

WHITE  WYANDOTTES. 

We  are  ready  to  sell. in  lots  losuit.  200of  ourchoic** 
breeding  femalt-s  aod  males  at  a  low  price,  qualiiy 
considered. 

Do  not  miss  tins  cliance  to^et  ibe  real  stuff.  "Write 
us  vour  wants  at  once. 

F.  P.  FULSIFEfe  &  CO..  Natick,  Mass. 


UNION  -  LOCK  -  POULTRY  -  FENCE. 

Will  not  safT  or 
>lack  as  poultry 
iiettiii!;  does.  It 
is  (be  iieate.*!, 
most  durable  and 
most  economical 
fence  on  ibeninr- 
ket.  It  will  fil 
any  uneveniiesf 
of  Ibe  ground 
witbont  c"iittin«r. 

Tlie  best  cliick 
and  poultry  fence 
mnniifactu  red. 

Send  for  our 
special  circular 
aud  prices. 

'TIS  THE 
UP-TO-DATE " 
FENCE. 

JOSEPH  T5RECK  &  SONS.  Sole  New  En-Uind  Ageiits.  47  to  54  No.  llarket  St.,  Boston.  :Mass. 


TO  CLOSE  OUT. 

To  close  out  quickly  the  balance  of  tbe  following  liooks,  we  make  the  following  unparalleled 
offer,  namely  : 

CR^JLEY'S  I    Kvery  poultry  raiser  who  keeps  even  one  dozen 

^gg'  f^QQQfd  Book    (  "fP'l'^  tlJ'* l'^"* 

Regular  price  lO  cts.— to  close  5  cents. 

How  to  Destroy  Insects. 

Regular  price  30  cts.— to  close  10  cts. 

Wright's     PraCtiCEll     r    The  latest  edUion,  Willi  American  mailer. 

Poultry  Keeper 


f  Th 

I  \  sin 


landard  poultry  guide. 

Regular  price  $2— to  close  $1. 

Send  all  orders  to  us.  Itemil  liy  P.  O.  or  E.xpre.ss  money  order,  cash  or  postage  stamps. 
FAKM-POl  I.TKY  PLB.  CO,  -----   BOSTON,  3IASS. 
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Where  are  the  Specialists? 


lOME  time  ago,  we  pub- 
lishetl  under  the  head- 
ing, "  Who  are  the  Spe- 
cialists," an  extrui't  from 
an  article  in  Poultry, 
(Eng. ) ,  1  aliing  exception 
to  the  claims  of  M.  Louis  Yamler  Sniclit,  in 
Uhasse  Peche.  for  Belgium  as  the  center  of 
specialization  in  poultry  culture.  Subse- 
quently M.  Yander  SnicUt  seeing  the  clipping 
in  F.-P.,  replies  to  it  through  his  paper.  We 
had  laid  the  paper  aside  for  a  convenient  time 
to  mal;e  a  translation  of  his  article,  but  the 
issue  of  Poultry  just  to  hand  saves  us  that 
labor. 

Mr.  Elkington,  the  writer  of  the  English 
article,  named  England  and  America  as  the 
lands  of  specialties  in  poultry  culture.  31. 
Yander  Snickt  devotes  all  his  attention  to 
comparisons  of  England  and  Belgium.  Mean- 
time, although  behind  both  England  and  Bel- 
gium in  matters  relating  to  the  display  iu  com- 
petition of  dressed  poultry,  America  far  out- 
classes both  in  the  degree  to  which  specializa- 
tions in  practical  poultry  culture  have  been 
carried,  while  the  fancy  has  little  need  to  go 
abroad  and  learn.  :^[.  Yander  Snicbfs  article, 
as  translated  for  Poultri/,  reads:— 

"  If  we  are  to  regard  aviculture  as  the  pro- 
duction of  poultry  capable  of  gaining  prizes 
at  exhibitions  judged  by  English  judges,  we 
admit  the  English  are  our  masters.  Their 
skill  in  this  kind  of  breeding  is  incontestable, 
and  has  never  been  contested.  But  if  avicul- 
•  ture  is  to  be  regarded  as  the  science  of  produc- 
ing the  largest  quantity  of  the  finest  eggs,  and 
also  the  fine^t  table  Ijirds,  Belgium  and  some 
parts  of  France  are  certainly  more  advanced 
than  England.  England  has  the  right  to  pride 
herself  on  the  success  and  the  importance  of 
her  fine  poultry  exhibitions,  on  the  perfection 
of  shapes  and  colors,  and  in  the  size  and  num- 
iher  of  the  specimens  exhibited;  but  all  that 
ik  not  practical  aviculture,  it  is  merely  'fancy.' 

"  There  cannot  be  found  in  all  England ,  any- 
thing to  compare  with  the  weekly  sales  of 
eggs  in  the  towns  and  provinces  of  Flanders; 
with  the  breeding  of  Brussels  chickens  in  the 
neighborhood  of  Malines,  or  with  the  produc- 
tion o.f  ducklings  in  the  neighborhood  of 
Escaul.  It  is  true  that  some  thousands  of 
ducklings  of  colossal  ^ize  are  annually  pi'o- 
duced  at  Aylesbury;  but  we  replace  them 
very  advantageously  by  Weir's  goslings,  whicli 
are  esteemed  and  consumed  in  the  neighbor- 
hood, and  of  which  consequently  the  English 
have  no  knowledge.  We  produce  immense 
quantities  of  milk  fed  chickens  in  winter,  and 
it  would  be  interesting  to  know  the  enormous 
number  of  succulent  chickens  which  are 
•within  reach  of  the  purse  of  our  working 
uilasses,  while  those  of  Loudon  have  to  content 
tliemselves  with  miserable  frozen  chickens 
from  Russia  and  the  colonies.  Belgium  is  as 
important  a  center  of  consumption  as  London; 
.our  rural  population  is  more  dense  than  fhat 
of  England,  and  we  export,  whilst  the  Eng- 
Jish  economists  use  all  their  eloquence  to  per- 
suade English  aviculturists  to  proiluce  them- 
selves the  eggs  for  which  England  has  to  pay 
so  many  million  pounds  sterling  to  the  for- 
eigner. England,  then,  is  behind,  in  our 
opinion,  as  far  as  practical  aviculture  is  con- 
cerned. 

"  Mr.  Elkington  imagines  that  England 
takes  the  lead  in  universal  aviculture.  In  the 
world  of  '  fancy,"  perhaps.  England  also 
takes  the  first  place  in  the  consumption  of 
eggs,  but  the  last  in  their  production.  Five 
years  ago  English  aviculturists  knew  nothing 
about  tine  poultry  and  the  style  of  presenting 
it  on  the  market.  The  Smithlield  club 
engaged  French  and  Belgian  subjects  to  teach 
them.  However  proficient  a  scholar  may 
.become,  there  is  nothing  humiliating  in  his 
acknowledging  that  his  teacher  has  been  more 
advanced  than  himself.  No,  we  have  nothing 
comparable  with  the  admirable  English  exhi- 
bition specimens;  but  as  against  this  the  talile 
poultry  of  Surrey  and  Sussex  cannot  compare 
with  our  Coucou  de  Malines  if  they  are 
judged,  not  by  '  fanciers,'  but  by  connoisseurs, 
fatteners,  professional  breeders,  and  export- 
ers. 

"At  our  Belgian  exhibitions  we  do  not  imi- 
tate the  English  poultry  show.?.   We  judge  the 


famous  Brussels  chickens  at  the  age  of  four 
months,  at  the  moment  of  their  maturity. 
We  judge  the  delicious  grain  chickens  of  the 
Braekel  Braba(;onue  de  Courtrai  Xerve  of 
Ardennaise  breeds  at  the  age  of  three  months. 
We  judge  the  milk  chickens  at  the  age  of  six 
weeks,  and  as  to  the  hens  and  pullets,  before 
selecting  them  and  priming  them  according  to 
their  comb  and  plumage,  we  commence  by 
judging  their  eggs.  We  are,  therefore,  more 
advanced  in  aviculture.  We  dare  to  defy 
England  as  far  as  practical  aviculture  is  con- 
cerned. Let  her  show  us  breeding  centers 
comprising  hundreds  of  thousands  of  birds  of 
a  single  tireed.  As  we  have  already  said,  we 
specialize,  ai»d  in  the  development  of  special- 
ties lies  our  strength.  W^e  have  conserved 
our  old  breeds  of  hens  and  ducks  which  lay 
every  day  ;  our  sitting  hens  and  our  inimitable 
ducklings;  and  our  giant  combatant  breed; 
and  we  liave  reared  at  our  winter  breeding 
farms  little  chickens,  ducklings,  goslings,  pul- 
lets, and  Brussels  chickens.  We  do  not 
deceive  ourselves  that  we  shall  not  soon  be 
imitated  and  surpassed,  but  we  maintain  that 
at  the  commencement  of  the  twentieth  cen- 
tury Belgium  was  more  advanced  than  Eng- 
land as  regards  specialities. 

"Where  are  the  specialists?  The  gpecialists 
of  fancy  are  evidently  in  England,  The  Bel- 
gians cannot  come  anywhere  near  the  English 
in  this  respect,  and  I  advise  my  coijntryroen 
to  do  as  much  for  the  amelioration  of  our 
special  breeds  as  the  English  do  for  all  those 
that  come  into  their  bands,  I  sincerely  hope 
that  the  English  breeders,  in  their  own  interest, 
as  well  as  ours,  or,  rather,  in  the  interests  ot 
universal  aviculture,  will  go  In  for  '  asthetls- 
ing'our  excellent  Belgian  breeds,  and  at  the 
same  time  preserve  their  special  qualities. 
'  The  English  did  not  admit  the  large  Belgian 
Braekel  as  an  exhibition  bird  for  what  it  was, 
but  for  what  they  intended  to  make  of  it.' 
We  know  it ;  that  is  precisely  why  we  protest 
with  so  much  force.  When  the  Braekel  has 
become  English,  judged  and  perfected  accord- 
ing to  all  the  rules  of '  fancy,'  and  of  the  Eng- 
lish specialists  she  will  be  equal  to  the  five-toed 
exhibition  fowl,  the  English  Dorking,  and  will 
lay  as  many  eggs  as  the  latter.  The  English 
fancier  does  not  know  the  Braekel.  We  have 
never  known  a  single  English  fancier  to  travel 
through  the  districts  where  the  farmers  go  In 
exclusively  for  Braekels,  and  the  exporters 
of  eggs  to  England  who  come  to  the  local  mar- 
kets find  them  as  dear  there  as  in  London. 

"  We  are  far  from  depreciating  the  Orping- 
ton, since  we  proclaim  it  to  be  the  fowl  of  the 
future  for  the  poultry  farms  of  England  and 
other  countries;  itis  an  ideal  bird,  considered 
by  our  amateurs  to  be  a  good  layer  and  good 
table  bird,  but  in  Belgium  we  prefer  our  own 
special  breeds." 

What  Next  ? 

If  the  proprietor  of  the  Mary  L.  plant  reads 
some  of  the  wonderful  tales  written  about  his 
plant  they  must  give  him  some  queer  sensa- 
tions. Those  who  have  described  it  of  late 
have  seemed  to  strive  each  to  outdo  the  last 
one  in  introduction  of  absurdities.  We  called 
attention  to  a  few  of  these  not  long  ago.  Now 
a  coiTespondent  in  Detroit  sends  us  a  copy  of 
The  Farm  and  Fireside  for  July  1,  in 
which  all  previous  records  of  absurdity  and 


mendacity  are  easily  broken.  This  article  is 
from  the  pen  of  one  A.  S.  Hoffman.  Whether 
he  or  Mr.  Loughlin  is  more  sinned  against 
than  sinning  iu  the  matter  of  this  alleged  pre.s- 
eutation  of  facts,  we  cannot  say.  So  far  as 
Mr.  L.  is  concerned,  our  opinion  is  that  a  man 
who  did  not  want  himself  and  his  work  misrep- 
resented would  long  ago  have  contradicted 
some  of  the  things  said  about  the  plant.  We 
give  just  a  few  sample  gem  quotations  from 
this  latest  article. 

"  The  production  of  unfertile  eggs  is  peculiar 
to  this  one  plant,  where  was  first  made  the 
experiment  of  producing  eggs  from  hens  that 
had  never  been  exposed  to  a  rooster." 

"  The  total  feed  bill  amounts  to  only  twelve 
hundred  dollars  a  year,  from  which  the  plant 
raises  over  one  hundred  thousand  broilers  and 
produces  eight  hundred  and  seventy-si.x 
thousand  unfertile  eggs." 

'■  In  the  yards  is  scattered  charcoal,  to  pre- 
vent sour  stomach,  to  which  the  proprietor 
attributes  all  diseases  of  chickens." 

"  The  body  heat  of  a  hen  must  be  one  hun- 
dred and  three  degrees  before  she  can  hatch 
or  wants  to  sit.  The  high  temperature  is 
caused  by  fever,  and  if  the  fever  is  prevented, 
the  hen  will  continue  to  lay,  and  not  get 
'broody.'  At  the  first  sign  of  it,  (it  does  not 
often  happen)  the  hen  is  changed  from  corn 
to  a  less  heating  diet  in  smaller  quantities, 
and  at  night  is  kept  in  the  damp  yard  that 
opens  off  every  pen.  This  '  cools  her  oil",' and 
she  begins  laying  once  more." 

"No  sudden  movements  or  noises  are  per- 
mitted. If  an  employee  approaches  a  pen 
without  first  calling  '  chick,  chick,'  he  loses 
his  place." 


In  the  last  account  the  expenses  of  the 
plant  were  paid  by  the  fees  charged  visitors, 
who  came  by  the  thousand.  Wonder  what  is 
done  to  the  visitor  who  approaches  a  pen  too 
hastily  ;  and  who  keeps  tab  on  such  things? 

Seriously,  though,  these  reports  are  a  scan- 
dal and  a  disgrace  to  poultry  culture,  and 
poultrymen  ought  to  let  publishers  who  circu- 
late them  know  their  opinion  of  them  in  no 
uncertain  terms. 

Indian  Game  Bantam  Specials. 

Editor  Farm-Poultky:  —  :Mr.  E.  Latham, 
secretai-y  of  the  National  Bantam  Association, 
has  requested  me  to  look  after  specials  for  the 
Indian  Game  Bantam  classes  at  New  York 
next  winter.  Having  moved  twice  since 
March  1st,  I  have  had  no  time  to  devote  to  the 
matter,  and  now  resort  to  the  columns  of  your 
widely  circulatei.l  paper  to  reach  the  breeders 
of  this  variety  in  the  shortest  possible  time 
and  with  the  least  trouble.  I  am  more  than 
willing  to  attend  to  all  the  details  connected 
with  such  an  undertaking,  but  cannot  succeed 
without  the  cooperation  of  the  breeders  of  this 
variety.  It  will  greatly  expedite  matters  if 
the  breeders  of  Indian  Game  Bantams  will 
write  me,  and  state  what  amount  they  are 
willing  to  contribute  toward  sucB  special 
prizes,  and  in  what  manner  they  deem  it  best 
to  place  them.  By  each  one  stating  how  he 
thinks  such  specials  should  be  offered  in  order 
to  make  them  most  attractive  to  the  breeder 
of  Indian  Game  Bantams,  we  may  greatly 
assist  secretary  Latham  in  his  labors."  Hoping 
to  hear  from  all  breeders  and  fanciers  of 
Indian  Game  Bantams  at  the  eai'liest  possible 
moment,  I  remain,  fraternally  yours, 

Berlin,  Conn.  Fraxk  W.  Gayxor. 


Style  Tin 


M  FRooflng  Tin  Is  the  orl^nal 

old-style  roofing  tin— made  en- 
tirely by  hand  labor  from  per- 
fect blacls  plates  and  the  greatest 
amount  of  pure  tin  and  new  lead. 


Roofing  Tin 

has  been  used  since  the  early 

f)art  of  the  Nineteenth  Century 
a  Great  Britain  and  America, 
and  covers  a  great  number 
of  Important  buildings  In  this 
great  territory,  where  It  has 
lasted  more  than  50  years. 
Specify  M  F  Roofing 
tin  In  your  build- 
ing estimates. 


Of  IWCCRONEMEYER  Ag? 

Write  CARNEGIE  BUILDING 
To    I  PITTSBURG.  PA.  . 

Foe  Free  Book  op  Rdofing. 


TIN  PLATE  COMPANY. 

New  York,  j 


GET  THEM  OF  FARIVT-POULTRY 

THE   LAUGHLIN   FOUNTAIN  PEN. 


FAKM-POCXTKT  as  an  advertisement  ofTers  you  clinire  of  tliese  popular  styles,  superior  to  tlie  S3. 00  grades  of  many  mi>l;es  for  only 
Finest  quaUty  hard  Para  rubber  reservoir  bolder,  bijrliest  errade.  14K.  srold  i>f'ii.  any  desired  flexibililv.  in  fine,  metiiuni.  or  .^^Uib.   Perfect  ink  feed,   t^ienr  post- 
paid ou  receipt  of  order  (by  registered  mail  Sets,  extra).    Dm  ihh  miss  this  special  opporluuitv  to  secure  a  strictly  liig-h->:rade  guaranteed  F-uiiiuiin  iVu  at  a 
price  tbat  is  only  a  fraction  of  its  real  value. 

Ladies,  to  a  young  man  or  an  old  man.  to  a  married  man  or  a  sinfrle  man.  lliere  is  nolliina'  in  tlic  worlil  more  appropriate,  more  wflconie.  "r  iisfful.  t-iilier 
as  a  birthday  trifl.  pliilopena  souvenir,  card  prize,  or  keepsake,  than  a  Lauglilin  Fountain  Pen,  which  is  ever  ready,  ever  handy,  and  ever  sux^restive  of  liie 
fact  tliat  the  pen  is  mightier  than  tiie  sword. 

Remember,  There  Is  No     Just  As  Good "  as  the  LAUGHILIN. 

Illustration  at  bottom  is  full  size  of  ladies'  style;  at  top  gentlemen's  style.     Eillier  style,  richly  trimmed  with  heavy  solid  gold  mountings  for  SI  udditioDaD. 

Address 

FARM-POULTRY  PUB.  CO.,         -         22  Custom  House  St.,  Boston,  Mass. 
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IT  KILLS  LICE 


hjoroNapttioleunr 

^  FOR  POULTRY  HOUSES 


Another  Combination  Bfoodef 
House. 

For  purpose  of  comparison  with  the  plan 
given  on  a  preceding  page  of  this  paper,  and 
because  this  detailed  cut  will  show  some 
features  of  construction  better  than  the  new 
cut  on  3  smaller  scale,  we  reproduce  here  a 
cut  used  about  a  year  and  a  half  ago,  giving 
with  it  the  timber  list  for  the  house  it  repre- 
sent*. 

Timber  List. 

28 


Rafters,  18 

Studj,  34 

Sheathing, 

Siding, 

Flooring, 

Ceiling, 

Eoof, 

Partitions, 

Bricks. 


X  4  in.  X  9  ft. 
X  4  in.  X  14  ft. 

S..100  ft. 

o,(m  ft. 

1,100  ft. 

6,.500  ft. 

40  squares. 

1,000  ft. 

12  M. 


Sills, 
Plates, 
Studs, 
Studs, 
Ties, 
Tie.-, 
Rjifters, 
Rafters, 


lOO 
50 

50 

9 
96 
9(i 


2  X  8  in.  X  16  ft. 
2  X  4  in.  X  16  ft. 
2  X  4in.  X  6  ft. 
2  X  4  in.  X  5  ft. 
2  X  4  in.  X 12  ft. 

1  X  6  in.  X  S  ft. 

2  X  4  iu.  X  12  ft. 
2  X  4in.  X  8  fi. 


Three  things  are  necessary  in  an  advertise- 
meut  iu  order  to  make  it  "  pull."  The  first 
essential  is  that  it  shall  contain  some  line  or 
lines  that  shall  arrest  the  attention.  Secondly, 
it  must  have  matter  in  it  that  will  hold  the 
attention  until  all  of  the  facts  have  been  read 
and  digested.  Thirdly,  it  must  give  assurance 
of  something  that  will  be  to  the  advantage  of 
him  who  reads.  These  three  facts  should  be 
kept  constantly  in  mind  by  the  writers  of 
advertisempnts. — Printers'  Ink. 


SAVE   YOUR  FOWLS. 


Care  and  preventiTe  of  Cholera,Rotip. Gapes,  Chicken- 
pox  and  all  diseases  of  fowls.  Take  no  substitute:  if 
vour  dealer  don't  keep  it,  send  to  ns.  We  ship  prepaid, 
i  gal.,  Si. 50;  2  gals.,  $3.00;  5  gals.,  J6.75. 

29  EAST  59th  ST., 
NEW  YORK. 

FREE. — Ourmoney-saTerbook,  "PreTentiTe  Treatment" 
Poultry  Diseases.  A  postal  card  willbring  it.  Send  now. 


WEST  DISINFECTING  COMPANY, 


S.  C.  White  Leghorns,  White  Plymouth  Rocks, 

White  Wyandottes,  Pekin  Ducks. 

Xo  Eggrs  for  sale  after  June  lotb.  Brtreiiiui:  I'ens  S.  C.  White  Legliorns  and  Pekin  Duci;-  for  sale  to  make 
room  for  younsr  stock.  ALFRED   P.   SMALLEIT,  CLATTON,   NEW  JEKSET. 
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